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Apple Computer, Inc.�Digital Equipment Corporation�Hewlett Packard Company�IBM Corporation�Microsoft Corporation�Research Libraries Group, Inc.�SHARE Inc.�Taligent, Inc.�Unicode Inc.�Unisys Corporation


�



Joint Projects:


X3V1, Text, Office and Publishing Systems :�Operational model for characters and glyphs








Major activities in the reporting period:





Reconfirmation of older standards


This year was particularly busy with reconfirmation of both ISO/IEC and ANSI standards.  Many of these standards referred to obsolete technology, such as paper tape and punched cards, where X3L2 members had no interest.  X3L2’s philosophy for these standards was to verify that an ISO/IEC standard met the US requirements and, if it did, to withdraw the US standard.  X3L2 was particularly concerned with two US standards that had not been revised since the 1970s and that did not reflect revisions in the corresponding ISO/IEC 2022 and 6429 standards.  By withdrawing the two US standards in favor of the ISO/IEC standards, US organizations have a single source and the current ISO/IEC versions of the standards.





X3L2 was also asked to recommend reconfirmation of standards for which it lacked expertise.  Knowing that the technology was still in use, X3L2 recommended to reconfirm the standard.





ISO/IEC standards are often used as US standards.





Character / Glyph model


In a response to a request from SC2/WG2 to X3L2, in 1993 the US developed the first character / glyph model document.  X3L2 co-located meetings with the US Technical Analysis Group to SC18, X3V1, to develop the original document and a revision.  The US submitted the revision to SC2/WG2 for its consideration as a Working Draft of an ISO/IEC Technical Report type 3.





Cooperation with Unicode Inc.


The quest for the best universal character set is common to Unicode, Inc. and X3L2.  More than half of the participants in X3L2 also participate in the Unicode Technical Committee (UTC).  X3L2 and UTC meetings are planned back to back to enable valuable UTC input into the work of X3L2.  Unicode is a member of X3L2 and participates actively in its ballots and its development work.  This helps to keep the standards synchronized.  The member organizations of Unicode, Inc. are implementing ISO/IEC 10646-1 into their products.





Electronic document distribution


All X3L2 members have electronic mail (e-mail).  Since X3L2 meets only twice a year, we have discussions via e-mail between meetings.  X3L2 maintains an electronic distribution list to facilitate communications.  X3L2 is using e-mail for the early distribution of some documents and to return ballots, but distributes the official versions on paper.  





Microsoft Word (and WordPerfect) are used to format documents.  Since some members cannot receive these formats via e-mail, we distribute both a formatted copy and one in 7-bit ASCII.  However, the inability of all e-mail products to correctly communicate a larger character set than the 95 characters of 7-bit ASCII remains a problem.








Concerns:





The economic situation in the US computer industry is causing more emphasis to be given to profits than to advanced development and standardization.  Travel budgets are smaller and resources for standards work are harder to justify.  To accommodate these concerns, X3L2 has reduced the frequency of its meetings from 3 to 2 per year, locates them in the area where most participating organizations are, and meets back to back with the Unicode Technical Committee and with X3V1 for joint efforts.  





The terms of all X3L2 officers will end in 1996.  Because of the business pressures, we anticipate serious difficulty in obtaining volunteers to replace them.
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