Result of the X3L2 letter ballot on the second CD for ISO/IEC 1073-2 (SC2 N2645).


Ballot Statement:  


X3L2 recommends approval of the CD for the OCR-B character set ISO/IEC 1073-2.2


Result:	Motion failed


Members:	10


YES votes:	5


NO votes:	3


Not voting:	2


�
The U.S. votes against approval of CD ISO/IEC 1073-2.2.


The U.S. would change its vote to YES, if the major comments were accommodated.


Major comments:


1.  Standard is about specific shapes for characters


This is a standard about the shapes of characters (i.e., the glyphs) but not the information content.  This point needs to be clarified.


While the shape of a character and its information content are closely related, each is used in a different domain; the shape for printing, and the content for information processing.  Although the characters LATIN CAPITAL LETTER A and GREEK CAPITAL LETTER ALPHA have the same shapes, they have different information content.  (For example, a spelling checker for Greek would identify an error if a LATIN CAPITAL LETTER A were used in a Greek word.)  Since the standard includes the shapes of the capital Greek letters that do not have the same shapes as Latin letters, the standard apparently intends the glyphs of “A” and “B” to also be used for the Greek Capital Letters Alpha and Beta as well as the LATIN CAPITAL LETTERS A and B.  Also see item 3 on the intended scope of the standard.


2.  Use of ISO/IEC 10646-1 character names


For consistency, the 10646 character names should be included for the combining characters.  Some of the entities in OCR-B are named as if they were 10646 characters, but the combining diacritics are not.


Editorial recommendations:


3.  Section 1, SCOPE, Fifth Paragraph, Last sentence:


This sentence should be supplemented by a reference to an annex in which one can enumerate all the known languages within "most languages of European origin using the Latin alphabet".


Also, since the OCR-B Options Subset includes uppercase Greek letters, a statement should be made about their inclusion in OCR-B.  Without such a statement, the field of application where these characters are expected to be used is left to one's imagination, and their inclusion in OCR-B could be questioned.


4.  Section 7.5    Erase characters


These characters are included possibly to indicate that the previous or following text / single characters are erased -- much like a DEL Hole Punch on a medium like Punched paper tape or Punched card etc..  However, their use in Printing Applications using current technology and media for printing (including for use in MRTDs), is questionable.  If Backward Compatibility is NOT a requirement, section 7.5 along with the attached specifications for Erase characters, and their entries in the table of characters and subsets should be removed.


5.  Annex A, First paragraph, First sentence:


" . . .OCR-B is based on fundamental aesthetic laws, . . ."


The word, “principles”, would appear to be a better word for this purpose than “laws”.


6.  Annex A, Last paragraph, Last sentence:


" ...  the human eye has accustomed (to) for centuries."


This statement assumes some context of applications for OCR-B where one has been READING OCR-B printed material for 'centuries'?.  Please reword to better explain what is meant here.
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