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We ask that WG 2 request permission to publish TR 15285: 1998, An operational model for characters and glyphs, on the World Wide Web for the following reasons: 

1. TR 15285 is an important document that describes a theoretical and practical framework for the coded characters set standards of SC 2 and the formatting and rendering standards of the new SC 34.  Recall that SC 18 asked SC 2 to write this TR because of widespread misunderstanding of the concepts used in developing ISO/IEC 10646.  Designers need to understand these concepts to properly implement ISO/IEC 10646 and other SC 2 standards into products.  

2. Publishing this fundamental document on the WWW, along with ISO/IEC 646, 10646, and other SC 2 standards would increase the IT community’s awareness of the importance of the TR with respect to ISO/IEC 10646 and make its concepts more readily available.  Placing ISO/IEC 10646 on the WWW but not including TR 15285 there creates a disparity between the availability of documentation for the standard itself and the concepts that underlie the standard.  In effect, this is a disservice not only to the community that ISO wants to serve by making 10646 available on the web but also to SC 2 and WG 2 since people who do not understand the fundamental concepts will continue make incorrect encoding requests for ISO/IEC 10646 and other SC 2 coded-character-set standards.
For these reasons, we ask that WG 2 approve this request and forward it via SC 2 to JTC 1 for final approval to publish TR 15285 on the World Wide Web along with ISO/IEC 10646.

