— When an Arabic letter is encountered in an Arabic, Farsi, Urdu, etc. document, then, if the Arabic style being used to display the text is of the Simplified Naskh type, a composition and layout process may have to choose an isolated, initial, medial, or final glyph form for the given letter according to its context in the document. For example, glyphs for U+0647 arabic letter heh “(” are shown in Figure 2.
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Figure 1 — Glyphs for ARABIC LETTER HEH
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Figure 2 — Glyphs for ARABIC LETTER HEH

— In addition, Arabic typography makes extensive use of ligatures. For example, Figure 4 shows the isolated forms of U+0627 arabic letter alef “(” and U+0644 arabic letter lam “(”, and then the two ligature forms used when Lam is followed by Alef.
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Figure 3 — Two example ligatures in an Arabic font

— In addition, Arabic typography makes extensive use of ligatures. For example, Figure 4 shows the isolated forms of U+0627 arabic letter alef “ا” and U+0644 arabic letter lam “ل”, and then the two ligature forms used when Lam is followed by Alef.
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Figure 4 — Two example ligatures in an Arabic font

Such mappings are more common in other writing systems. Hebrew, for example, makes extensive use of diacritical marks that are written around and even within various letters of the alphabet. The exact position of the diacritical marks varies depending on the letter with which they are written. The sequence U+05E4 hebrew letter pe “פ”, and U+05BC hebrew point dagesh or mapiq “ּ ” and U+05B8 hebrew point qamats “ָ  ” is often drawn by using a single glyph “ָּפ” to provide optimal placement of the diacritical marks.
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