— When an Arabic letter is encountered in an Arabic, Farsi, Urdu, etc. document, then, if the Arabic style being used to display the text is of the Simplified Naskh type, a composition and layout process may have to choose an isolated, initial, medial, or final glyph form for the given letter according to its context in the document. For example, glyphs for U+0647 arabic letter heh “ه”  “ه” are shown in Figure 3.
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Figure 3 — Glyphs for ARABIC LETTER HEH

— In addition, Arabic typography makes extensive use of ligatures. For example, Figure 4 shows the isolated forms of U+0627 arabic letter alef “ا” and U+0644 arabic letter lam “ل”, and then the two ligature forms used when Lam is followed by Alef.

ا
ل
ﻻ
ﻼ

ALEF
LAM
Ligature Lam-Alef Isolated
Ligature Lam-Alef Final

Figure 4 — Two example ligatures in an Arabic font

