Tuesday, November 12, 1996





Please notice:  In reference to document ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 2 N 2746 - requesting comments on the TR as mentioned above, - here are some comments from the Norwegian NB:





The content of "An operational model . . " is OK as far as we are able to judge.





What we eventually miss is a demarcation between the concepts "glyph" and "grapheme".  "Grapheme" is the concept used in linguistic theory in the following sense:





Allograph





One of a group of variants of a grapheme or written sign.  It usually refers to different shapes of letters and punctuation marks, e.g., lower case, capital, cursive, printed, strokes, etc., (cf. Allophone, allomorph).





Grapheme





A minimum distinctive unit of the writing system of a particular language, like the concept of "phoneme" and "morpheme", the grapheme has no physical identity, but is an abstraction based on the different shapes of written signs and their distribution within a given system.  These different variants, e.g., the cursive and printed shapes of letters M, m, cursivated m, M, etc. in an alphabetic writings system are all allographs of the grapheme /m/.





Source:  R. R. K. Hartmann and F. C. Stork 1976:  Dictionary of language and linguistics.  Applied Science Publishers Ltd., London.





As can be seen, "glyph" and "grapheme" are clearly related, partly overlapping concepts, so to avoid confusion a note on the similarities and dissimilarities between the two should be made.  The difference is above all that the grapheme concept is defined in relation to writing systems of particular languages, whereas the glyph concept is defined with no relation to language whatsoever.





*******





PS:  If you have an further questions concerning these comments, please contact the leader of the Norwegian Reference Group (ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 2) - Mr. Trond Trosterud - trondt@baresk.hsf.no !
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