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· This Expert Contribution addresses the question:
Who has ultimate authority over the content of a coded character set?

The Committee Draft for the revision of ISO 2375 dated 1999-11-05 says that the Sponsoring Authority has ultimate authority over the content of a coded character set. Clause 6.5 states:

The Sponsoring Authority is the owner and has ultimate authority over the content of its character sets.

and Note 2 to Clause 8.4 states:

The ultimate right of character identification and mapping, and the ownership of any registered coded character set remains with the Sponsoring Authority.

The statement that the Sponsoring Authority is the owner and has ultimate authority over the content of its character sets applies in only one case: when the Sponsoring Authority submits an application for registration for a coded character set which it developed.

The Japanese Industrial Standards Committee (JISC) recently sponsored two applications for registration (Nos. 228 and 229) for planes of Japanese Standard JIS X 0213:2000. JISC was both the Sponsoring Authority and the developer of the coded character set.

But who has authority over the content of a coded character set when the Sponsoring Authority and the set’s developer are different?

The National Standards Authority of Ireland (NSAI) was the Sponsoring Authority for Application for Registration No. 225 (ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 2 N 3138) .for  registration of a US standard, ANSI/NISO Z39.47:1993, Extended Latin Alphabet Coded Character Set for Bibliographic Use.. The ANSI-accredited National Information Standards Organization (NISO), which developed the character set, requested the registration. Who now has authority over the content of this character set: the National Standards Authority of Ireland, or the National Information Standards Organization? Is there any doubt that NISO still retains authority over the content of ANSI/NISO Z39.47, and continues to be responsible for its periodic review and possible revision?

Ultimate authority over the content of a character set (“ownership”) belongs not to the Sponsoring Authority but to the body that originated the coded character set. Sometimes, the body that originated a coded character also acts as the Sponsoring Authority, but this does not mean that a Sponsoring Authority has ultimate authority over the content of a coded character set.

A new clause, 8 Owner of Origin, in the revision clarifies this:

8.1 The Owner of Origin is the organization or individual responsible for the development of a coded character set.

8.2 The Owner of Origin has ultimate authority over the content of its coded character sets.

· WG3 is asked to:

· Recognize that the Sponsoring Authority is not always the developer of the coded character set which it is sponsoring in an application for registration;

· Confirm the provisions of Clause 8 as stated above.
