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This Expert Contribution addresses the question:

At what stage in the development of a coded character set is the identifying escape sequence assigned?

The current revision of Committee Draft for the revision of ISO 2375 states in the Introduction:

Nevertheless, as a matter apart from registration the coded character set may, but need not, be the subject of an international, national, or other standard. When such a standard is prepared after the registration of an escape sequence, it would be appropriate to specify the escape sequence identifying the coded character set as part of the standard itself.

(Wording from CD-2375-body-08-W98.doc, i.e., editorial modification by Michael Everson dated 2000-08-23, with further editorial correction “identifies” ( “identifying” which I pointed out to Michael but he didn’t respond to)
When a new coded character set is being prepared, this statement suggests that it may be possible to assign  the identifying escape sequence to the new character set before completion of balloting and before its official publication. Is this “pre-registration” a desirable action?

The purpose of registration is to unequivocally identify a particular coded character set. If changes to the coded character set are made after submission of the application for registration but before final publication, what has been registered is not the same as the final publication. Therefore, the escape sequence would identify a slightly different coded character set.

SC2 itself and NSBs with extensive experience in developing coded character sets understand the difficulties for data exchange that such an action would cause, and therefore would make sure the problem did not arise. However, it cannot be assumed that all NSBs will do so.

In addition, a Sponsoring Authority cannot control the development process of coded character sets which it is requested to register. Clause 10.2.2.1 in the revision (= Clause 6.2.1 in 1st CD) states:

A Sponsoring Authority shall receive proposals concerning the meanings of escape sequences from within its respective countries or organizations.

Coded character sets for registration may be proposed from any origin within the Sponsoring Authority’s sphere of influence, and the Sponsoring Authority has no control over changes that may be made by the Owner of Origin.

To ensure that the integrity of the escape sequence that identifies a coded character set, only the officially published version should be submitted for registration. “Pre-publication” versions should not be acceptable.

This does mean that the escape sequence for a new coded character set cannot appear in the officially published version. However, the need to cite the escape sequence in the coded character set document reflects older procedures based on paper documents. The coded character set can include the URL for the International Registry.

If the Owner of Origin considers it desirable to include the escape sequence in the officially published version, it can add a supplementary document according to its updating procedures to provide this information.

· WG3 is requested to: 

· Delete the following sentences:

Nevertheless, as a matter apart from registration the coded character set may, but need not, be the subject of an international, national, or other standard. When such a standard is prepared after the registration of an escape sequence, it would be appropriate to specify the escape sequence identifying the coded character set as part of the standard itself.

Reason: The ability to pre-assign an escape sequence to a coded character set before its final publication introduces the risk of a difference between what the escape sequence identifies and what is in the final publication of the coded character set. Such discrepancy undermines the whole purpose of the registration process.

