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NCITS press release 2 for 1997 (L2/97-055) announces the intend to adopt 230 ISO/IEC JTC1 standards as ANSI standards.  This action doubles the work of NCITS Technical Committees in re-affirmation of existing ISO/IEC and ANSI/ISO standards due to different dates for approval by ISO/IEC and ANSI.  Uunless specific actions are taken to synchronize re-affirmation processing, the technical committees face avoid this an unnecessary administrative burden.





L2 proposes the following process for all ANSI standards that have been and will be adopted from ISO/IEC standards:





When a ISO/IEC JTC1 standard is up for re-affirmation (every 5 years), the adopted ANSI standard will be balloted simultaneously for re-affirmation, regardless of the year when US the adoption occurredtook place, i.e. how long this standard has been a ANSI - ISO standard.


If the review of the ISO/IEC JTC1 standard results in a revision, the revised standard will simultaneously become an adopted ANSI standard again, or be deleted from the list of ANSI standards the US will either participate in the revision process by doing joint ballots on the drafts for adoption as ISO and ANSI/ISO standards, or if appropriate, decide to withdraw the ANSI/ISO standard. 





The advantages are:





Under no circumstances can the two standards get out of synchronization (the ISO standard could be revised, while the ANSI standard would not be up for re-affirmation for another 2 years ….)


Any new revision of an ISO standards adopted as an ANSI/ISO standard in the US would immediately become an ANSI/ISO standard.


The workload of the technical committee will not be doubled, but will be driven by the original international standard.





NCITS L2, as one of the committees with ANSI/ISO a large number of relevant standards, ask OMC to consider this proposal favorably and make it an approved NCITS process.





[Arnold, L2 does not have a “large number” of ANSI/ISO standards; we have only 2 ANSI/ISO standards 8859-1 and 4873.  However, I am unsure if we decided to withdraw ANSI/ISO 4873.]
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