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Subject:
Recommendation to change the process to approve amendments to ANSI/ISO standards 

In its last meeting, NCITS/L2 became concerned about the approval of amendments to ISO/IEC 10646-1 and the process to adopt the amendments as ANSI/ISO standards.  If ANSI failed to adopt or delayed adoption of amendments to the international standard, L2 identified the potential danger that an ANSI/ISO standard would deviate from its international parent.  This would be an untenable situation; the ANSI/ISO standard and the international standard must be the same.  ISO/IEC 10646-1 and its amendments are just examples for a large number of ANSI standards, lately adopted from international ones.  The identified problem is the same for all of them.  Therefore, L2 recommends that ANSI change the process of approving amendments to ANSI/ISO standards. 

Premise:

· The base standard ISO/IEC 10646-1 (including amendments approved to the date of adoption by the US?) has been adopted as an ANSI/ISO standard as recommended by L2 as the US TAG to JTC 1/SC 2.  

· Additional amendments to ISO 10646-1 are being proposed to and accepted by SC 2/WG 2, also with the recommendation of L2.  

· If the internationally approved amendment were not adopted as an amendment to the ANSI standard, we would then have a national standard different from the international standard.  This would be unacceptable.

Recommended process:

In the interest of consistency between international and national standard: 

· ANSI through the responsible secretariat must administratively adopt amendments to international standards that have been adopted as ANSI/ISO standards as quickly as possible

· If the US TAG votes to disapprove the initial international amendment, the TAG may send information to NCITS and ANSI about the implications of the amendment.  In extreme cases, this might lead to the withdrawal of the ANSI/ISO standard (but the international standard, including the contentious amendment, would remain an international standard).

To avoid the problem of having an ANSI/ISO standard different from the international standard, L2 recommends that NCITS and ANSI consider the above recommendations, and that ANSI change the process of adopting amendments to ANSI/ISO standards to automatically and quickly adopt internationally approved amendments to ANSI/ISO standards.

Best regards

Arnold F. Winkler

(L2 chair)
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