SO 1EC JTC 1

I nformati on Technol ogy
ISO1EC JTC 1 N 5899
DATE: 1999-10-01
REPLACES

DOC TYPE:
Nat i onal Body Contribution

TI TLE:
NETHERLANDS COMVENT ON JTC1l N 5698, AS REQUESTED IN JTCl N 5754, ON
SC2

SOURCE:
Nat i onal Body of the Netherlands

PRQIECT:

STATUS:

This docunent is circulated to JTC 1 National Bodies for review and
consi deration at the Novenber 1999 JTc 1 Plenary neeting in Seoul .
ACTION I D: ACT

DUE DATE:

DI STRIBUTION: P and L Menbers

MEDI UM

DI SKETTE NO. :

NO OF PAGES: 2

Secretariat, I1SOIEC JTC 1, Anerican National Standards Institute, 11

West 42nd Street, New York, NY 10036; Tel ephone: 1 212 642 4932;
Facsimle: 1 212 840 2298; Emmil: |Irajchel @nsi.org



NETHERLANDS COMMVENT ON JTC1l N 5698, AS REQUESTED IN JTCl N 5754, ON SC2

The Net herlands NB whol |y supports the views of Japan, expressed in
JTC1 N 5698. Regarding the reply of SC2 on N 5449 (in N 5684), and
subsequently of that of the US on N 5698 in N 5818, we have sone
remarks in a general sense on major argunments for continuing the
present practice in SC2/ WX2.

1. "There is wide industrial support”

This is as long as it lasts. There are lots and lots of frustrated
scientists around, whose research project, which they thought of prine
i nportance to their conpany, was stopped suddenly, because top
managenment made sone cal culation. To think that a few hundred of users
will constitute a market can only be called naive, it is so only up to
t he monent the higher | evel becones aware of what is happening.

2. "The aimis to be Universal™"

Universality is not a nerit but a trap

-- it is unattainable, in particular with historic scripts, where a new
character may be dug up any nonent, as several schol ars argued.

It may even be uncertain and unverifiable whether it is not new at
all, but only having an unconmon shape.

-- nore and nore resources wWill be required to add | esser and | esser
used scripts, blowi ng the standard up to unmanageabl e proportions.
Could we have figures at last of the cost involved to SC2 nenbers by
a new anendnent to |1 SO | EC 106467

-- one may learn fromhistory, for exanple fromthe the devel opnent of
progranmm ng | anguages. Those ained at universality all failed in the
long term those having a nore hunbl e scope becane big successes.

The Netherlands NB intends to follow closely the future SC2/ W2
activities as far as justifiable, and with nuch caution

W end with a quotation
Loge (as the Gods enter Wl halla):

| hrem Ende eilen sie zu
die so stark i m Bestehen sich waenen.

Fast schaemich mch, mt ihnen zu schaffen
zur | eckenden Lohe mich w eder zu verwandel n,
spur ich | ockende Lust.

Si e aufzuzehren, die einst mch gezaem

statt mt den Blinden bl oed zu vergehn

und waeren sie goettlichste Goetter

Ni cht dumm duenkte m ch das!

Bedenken will ich's: wer weiss, was ich tu'!
English transl ation:

They hasten to their end,



t hough they think thensel ves strong and enduri ng.

I am al nost ashaned to share their doings,
nmy fancy lures ne to transform nyself
back into flickering flames.

To burn them who once taned ne,

rather than foolishly end with the blind,
even though they be the nost godlike gods,
does not seemstupid to ne.

["I'l think it over: who knows what | wll do?

(Ri chard Wagner, Das Rheingold, vierte Szene)



