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This proposal is for encoding Dehong Dai script characters, which is used by Dai 
people in Dehong prefecture, including Dehong Dai letters, tone symbols, digits and 
combined/combining symbols. 
 
The encoding is given in sequences 
��Letters 
��Tone symbols 
��Digits 
��Combining/combined symbols 
 
When compound vowel is combined, the size of the terminal should be changed. 
 
The Dehong Dai characters are arranged in order of the traditional way. 
 
The Dehong Dai characters are named according to their traditional names. 
 
This proposal is basically consistent with the one submitted in the year 1994. The 
difference is that the standard block letter is used for Dehong Dai characters used in 
this proposal. Mr. Michael Everson from Ireland and Mr. Ken Whistler from USA 
questioned whether the Dehong Dai character could cover the old Dehong Dai script 
and the new Dehong Dai script at the same time. In our opinion, it is difficult to be 
compatible between the old Dehong Dai characters and the new one. There are many 
differences between them. We suggest that we use the old and the new separately at he 
moment, and complement and make it perfect in the future. 
 



 

 

The Dehong Dai script has history of 700-800 years. It is mainly used in Dehong Dai 
dialect area of Yunnam province, China. The area covers Dehong Prefecture, Baoshan 
prefecture, Lingcang prefecture and Simao prefecture. There are about 600,000 people 
using Dehong Dai dialect. The Dehong Dai script is divided into two forms, the old 
form and the new form. The old scirp is insufficient of consonants and vowels about 1 
and 45 respectively. Also, there are some consonant and vowels in the same sound but 
different shapes. Even more, it lacks 4 tone symbols, and the most terrible thing is that 
there is no written form of print hand and the handwritten form should be joining of 
letters. The new script had solved the problems of the old script mentioned above. 
Now the Dehong Dai character is being used in a considerable area by considerable 
number of people because of the factors of history religion, national policy and 
modern education, etc. It is used in Dehong prefecture in extensive rural community 
and the fields of education, TV and radio broadcasting, newspapers, magazines, 
publishing, literature creation, opera performance, medicine and health care, religion, 
files, family planning, and management, border trade, tourism, board and seal, study, 
management and popularizing of the script, etc. There are 95% people of Dai 
nationality around 12-45 years old grasped the Dehong Dai script. 



 

 
 



 

 

 


