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How U+06D5 works in Uighur 
Some technical information collected 
Martin Hosken, 
SIL Non-Roman Script Initiative (NRSI) 

At a recent conference, I was asked for some help by some people working in the Uighur 
language. As part of the research into support for Uighur in Unicode, the issue of the normative 
behaviour of U+06D5 ARABIC LETTER AE, arose. This short paper presents the information 
given to me on this topic. Unfortunately, the lack of time, common language and expertise in 
Arabic scripts on my part means that the information here may be frustratingly lacking for some 
readers. For this I apologise. My aim here is to simply pass on what I was given to those who can 
make best use of the material. 

The current joining behaviour of U+06D5 is that it is non-joining, thus it has only one form. The 
requirement presented for Uighur is that it should be right-joining. What makes the issue that 
much more interesting is that Uighur is listed as one of the motivating languages for the existence 
of U+06D5, in the first place. In addition, Uighur also uses U+0647 ARABIC LETTER HEH as a 
full 4 form character elsewhere in its alphabet. 
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This list is taken from: Rienhard F. Hahn, Spoken Uighur (University of Washington Press: 
1991), p97. It shows the two forms of U+06D5 as number 2 and the four forms of U+0647 as 
number 32. 

The following scan was taken from a Uighur English dictionary and shows the use of U+06D5 
within a word and how it takes the right joining form even word medially. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice the use of U+0649 in these 
samples 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice the U+06D5 here 

 

Finally we examine some scans from an older source (described as being 100 years old). Since I 
can’t read Arabic, I have included a scan of the cover for those who can. 
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which also lists the alphabet at that time: 
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The problem with these charts is that they seem to contradict the later chart. Perhaps the aim here 
was to show how the heh has deviated over the years into two characters. We can already see 
some of that occurring in line 31, where there are variant forms and, even the spelling of the letter 
heh uses the vowel form as well as the consonant. 

I hope this small contribution is a help in the debate over U+06D5, and perhaps is sufficient to 
show the need for U+06D5 to have a general right-joining behaviour, at least for Uighur. But it 
also shows how language is never quite as tidy as we might like it to be! 




