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These scans are intended to accompany document L2/03–044 “Encoding Arabic extensions”, and
provide illustrations of some (not all) of the potential new characters mentioned in that
discussion.

The images here are taken from:
Chtatou, Mohamed: Using Arabic script in writing the languages of the peoples of

Muslim Africa. Rabat: Institute of African Studies, 1992.
This monograph discussed a number of workshops held with the aim of establishing standardized
Arabic-script orthographies for African languages. These workshops looked at existing,
traditional practices as well as newly-suggested innovations.

The samples shown here include a variety of letters that are not represented in Unicode 4.0. Some
of the more “interesting” letters are highlighted. Note that in many cases, several different writing
conventions for the same language are mentioned. Even if some characters are eventually
dropped during orthographic standardization/reform of these languages, the fact that they have
been traditionally used by some writers means that they need to be taken into consideration,
otherwise existing texts cannot be encoded.

Page 28: BEH skeleton with two dots vertically above right end; NOON or BEH skeleton
(ambiguous, because chart shows linked initial form) with dot above and two dots below.
Songhoy language.
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Page 29: HAH with two dots above; AIN with two dots above. Songhoy language.



Page 34: HAH with two dots above; FEH with two dots below; BEH with three dots in a
horizontal line below; BEH with three dots pointing downward above right end; AIN with two
dots above; MEEM with dot above. Fulfulde language.



Page 39: BEH with three dots above and one below right end; BEH with three dots pointing
upwards below (right end?). Pulaar language.

Page 42: BEH with three dots pointing upwards below and two horizontally above. Hausa
language.

Page 43: AIN with three dots pointing downwards above. Hausa language.



Page 45: AIN with two dots above; FEH with two dots below; BEH with dot above and two dots
below; BEH with three dots in horizontal line below; HAH with two dots above; MEEM with dot
above; BEH with three dots above and one below; BEH with three dots pointing upwards below.
Pulaar and Fulfulde, Mali/Senegal.



Page 47: AIN with two dots vertically above; BEH with dot above and two below; FEH with two
dots below; HAH with two dots above; HAH with three dots pointing upwards below; BEH with
three dots pointing upwards below; AIN with three dots pointing downwards above. Zarma and
Songhoy, Mali/Niger.



Page 50: BEH with three dots in horizontal line below; BEH with three dots above and one
below; AIN with two dots above; BEH with dot above and two below right end; FEH with two
dots below. Pulaar and Fulfulde.



Page 54: BEH with three dots pointing upwards below; BEH with inverted V below; BEH with V
above; AIN with two dots above. Zarma, Songhoy, Pulaar, Fulfulde.



Page 58: Chart comparing characters used in several African languages.




