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Introduction
This document proposes a correction to the Unicode Standards Version 4.0, section 9.6, Ligatures, item 7.

Referred section states that the consonant ra (  - base form) changes shape to  (kaal form), whenever it is 
followed by U+0BBF, U+0BC0, and U+0BCD. However this is only a typographical preference. The consonant ra
can also appear without changing the shape.

National requirements
Departments of Education in Malaysia and Singapore mandate that the r, ri, and rii ligature forms of ra should 
always appear with their base form, without changing shape. Letters from the relevant departments are attached to
this proposal.

Proposed Change
Section 9.6, subsection Ligatures, item 7 may be changed as follows:

Based on typographical preferences, the consonant ra  may change shape to , when it ligates.

Such change, if it occurs, will happen only when the  form of U+0BB0  TAMIL LETTER RA would not be 

confused with the nominal form  of U+0BBE TAMIL VOWEL SIGN AA , namely, when it is combined with 

, , and ).

However various government bodies mandate that the basic shape of consonant ra  should be used for these 
ligatures as well, especially in school text books. Media and literary publications in Malaysia and Singapore

predominantly use the unchanged form of ra .

Usage example
Documents 3 to 6 in the Attachments contain examples of ra rendered with the base form.
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Attachments
Letter from Curriculum Development Centre, Ministry of Education, Malaysia.

This letter states that all documents of the Ministry currently use r, ri, and rii ligaures in their base form. These
were earlier written in the kaal form.

In addition it states that, newspapers in Malaysia also use the base form ligatures.

1.

Letter from Tamil Language & Culture Division, National Institute of Education, Singapore.

This letter states that all ligatures of ra are currently written only with the base form. This is the form used in
text books, and literary publications as well. Typewritters and computers contain type faces in this form. The
kaal form is no longer used in majority of the publications.

2.

namatu panpaatai arivomanam, Meenatchi Sabapathy, 1999, Lightning Printers, Singapore.3.
Ibid., p.74.
TNF and FeTNA Annual Tamil Convention Souvneir, 1996, Stamford, Connecticut, USA.5.
Ibid.6.
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