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Proposal to correct the Character Names for Tai Xuan Jing

( KZE#R ) (U+13D00 ~ U+13D05)

KAWABATA, Taichi
1. Introduction.

“Tai Xuan Jing” Symbols has been assigned to the UCS (U+13D00 to
U+13DFF) by the proposal document N2416 “Proposal to add monogram,
diagram and tetragram characters to the UCS” and Resolution M42.16
(N2454r.pdf). However, I have noticed that several symbols have been
given incorrect names. I would like to clarify this problem and propose to

discuss on this issue.
2. What’s wrong with the current Tai Xuan Jing character names?

UCS character names for Tai Xuan Jing assumes that three monograms,

namely “==" “m=” gand “®**” designate Heaven( X ), Human( A ) and Earth
( #1 ) respectively (Fig. 1 N2416.pdf, page 9). This assumption is incorrect.

Each monograms represents Heaven, Earth and Human ( X- - A)

respectively in this order. (Earth and Human are swapped). This may

confuse the users of Tai Xuan Jing symbols.
3. Proposed Solutions

I propose the following two solutions for this problem
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(1) Add the statement that alerts this swapping to the standard.
The statement should tell that the character names for Tai Xuan Jing

mistook “Earth” for “Human” and vice versa.

(2) Revise some glyphs and names of Tai Xuan Jing characters in the UCS.

I would like to propose to revise the glyphs and character names for

Tai Xuan Jing as follows (this reflects the glyph change of Amendment
1:2005).

ucCs Amd.1:2005 NAME PROPOSED NAME

U+1D300 | == | MONOGRAM FOR EARTH =sm | MONOGRAM FOR HUMAN

U+1D301 | sas | DIGRAM FOR HEAVENLY | sss | DIGRAM FOR HEAVENLY HUMAN

EARTH

U+1D302 | gww | DIGRAM FOR HUMAN EARTH | u'a | DIGRAM FOR EARTHLY HUMAN

U+1D303 | mmm | DIGRAM FOR EARTHLY | mmm | DIGRAM FOR HUMAN HEAVEN

HEAVEN

U+1D304 | o+ | DIGRAM FOR EARTHLY | sas | DIGRAM FOR HUMAN EARTH

HUMAN

U+1D305 | 2% | DIGRAM FOR EARTH "i% | DIGRAM FOR HUMAN

(Note that this problem can not be fixed by merely swapping the glyphs,
since the correct glyphs for “Diagram for Earth”, for example, is already
encoded in U+268F, “DIGRAM FOR GREATER YIN”.)

4. Background

This “Earth” and “Human” swapping comes from N2416 document (Fig. 1).

In N2416, This incorrect correspondence of symbols (“==" and “***’) and
their names (Earth and Human) comes from the document [Walter, 1986],
which is referred at the page 17 of N2416 (Figure 3). However, N2416 also
refers [Nylan, 1994], at page 14, which correctly assigns “==" to Human and




“anw to Earth (Figure 4).
(Note that N2416 mistakenly swaps the glyphs for U+1D301, U+1D302 and
U+1D303 in page 21 (Fig. 2 N2416.pdf p.20), but this has been corrected in

Amendment 1.)
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Fig. 1 N2416.pdf, page 9

Row 1D3: TAI XUAN JING TETRAGRAMS
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Fig. 2 N2416.pdf p.20



The battom, or Chia line, of the Shou can now be written as Tlien,
and is weitten &5 an unbroken line, s

1§ vhe mamber of sralks in the remalnder pile s 4, then chere would hasve
been one remainder of Two in the mandpulacions.

Tw is the number of Jen, and therefore the bomom line is written
as a :in.g;]'.' broken line, = = .

f thee uumbser af stalks in che rematnder pale 45 5, this indicanes that
there was one femainder of Theee. Thiee i5 the mumber of Ti; and the
beroem line of chie Shou e wricren aea line brokeninmochires, ===

Fig. 3 N2416.pdf, p.17

The resultant graphic symbals ook like this:

twice-broken line [comesponding to MMan) @ ———
unbroken line [oorresponding to Heaven] —_—
oncz-broken ling [corresponding 10 Earth] —
once-broken line [corresponding 10 Earth]  — e

Fig. 4 N2416.pdf, p.19

4. Document for Evidence

The 10th page of Xuan-Ku (%) of Tai-Xuan-Jing (KX %#®) document has the

following statements.

F¥— (first) EMEBFKXR, BEZEX (heaven). HB (second) EMEF it

(earth), WMFB2HEMH, = (third) EMEBFA (human) . HEZE A
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Fig. 5 Tai-Xuan-Jing, page 10.
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