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1.0 Introduction 
 
Cillaksharam is an aspect of Virama in Malayalam script. More 
cillaksharams for Malayalam are needed than the current six cillaksharam 
characters proposed in the Unicode pipeline table. Usages of cillaksharams 
for underlying consonants such as MA, DA, TTA, SA, YA and TA have 
been observed in printed Malayalam books. Malayalam words have unique 
spellings showing the underlying consonants, and they can be shown in 
coded sequences with Unicode code points using <base consonant, cillu 
sign> whenever cillaksharams appear in a word. 
 
If we look at the glyph of cillaksharam LLA, it can be seen that it originates 
from the Malayalam letter TTA which is rotated by 90 degrees. In this 
proposal, dictionary samples with cillaksharam ല്‍ (T) and the underlying 
consonant TA are given. If any cillaksharams are encoded atomically, they 
can be provided with a canonical decomposition with the Cillu sign    
(L2/06-261). The cillu sign (CS) will be acting on one underlying consonant 
to produce correct spellings of Malayalam words. E.g., , Cillu T = <TA, CS>,     
Cillu R =  <RA, CS>, Cillu N = <NA, CS>, Cillu Y = <YA, CS> etc., 
 
2.0 Malayalam cillakshram TA 
 
In Malayalam dictionaries, several words which are described as having base 
consonant ത ( = TA) with cillaksharam ല്‍ (T) are listed in the collation 
order under consonant TA. A small sample is shown in the next page    
(Table 1). 
 
This cillaksharam  ല്‍ (T)  for base consonant ത (TA) occurs in the middle 
of words with conjunct combinations as shown in Table 2. 
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