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Please fill all the sections A, B and C below. 
Please read Principles and Procedures Document (P & P) from HTUhttp://www.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/principles.html UTH for 

guidelines and details before filling this form. 
Please ensure you are using the latest Form from HTUhttp://www.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/summaryform.html UTH. 

See also HTUhttp://www.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/roadmaps.html UTH for latest Roadmaps. 
A. Administrative 
1. Title: Proposal to encode the Livre Tournois sign in the UCS   
2. Requester's name: David R. Sewell, University of Virginia Press (dsewell@virginia.edu)  
3. Requester type (Member body/Liaison/Individual contribution): Individual Contribution  
4. Submission date: 24 September 2007  
5. Requester's reference (if applicable):   
6. Choose one of the following:   
 This is a complete proposal: Yes  
 (or) More information will be provided later:   
B. Technical – General 
1. Choose one of the following:   
 a. This proposal is for a new script (set of characters): No  
 Proposed name of script:   
 b. The proposal is for addition of character(s) to an existing block: Yes  
 Name of the existing block: Currency Symbols  
2. Number of characters in proposal: 1  
3. Proposed category (select one from below - see section 2.2 of P&P document):   
 A-Contemporary A B.1-Specialized (small collection)  B.2-Specialized (large collection)   
 C-Major extinct  D-Attested extinct  E-Minor extinct   
 F-Archaic Hieroglyphic or Ideographic    G-Obscure or questionable usage symbols   
4. Is a repertoire including character names provided? yes  
 a. If YES, are the names in accordance with the “character naming guidelines”   
 in Annex L of P&P document? yes  
 b. Are the character shapes attached in a legible form suitable for review? yes  
5. Who will provide the appropriate computerized font (ordered preference: True Type, or PostScript format) for  
 publishing the standard? University of Virginia Press (Charlottesville, Virginia USA). Contact: David 

Sewell, dsewell@virginia.edu 
 

 If available now, identify source(s) for the font (include address, e-mail, ftp-site, etc.) and indicate the tools  
 used:   
6. References:   
 a. Are references (to other character sets, dictionaries, descriptive texts etc.) provided? Yes  
 b. Are published examples of use (such as samples from newspapers, magazines, or other sources)   
 of proposed characters attached? Yes  
7. Special encoding issues:   
 Does the proposal address other aspects of character data processing (if applicable) such as input,   
 presentation, sorting, searching, indexing, transliteration etc. (if yes please enclose information)? No  
   
8. Additional Information: 
Submitters are invited to provide any additional information about Properties of the proposed Character(s) or Script 
that will assist in correct understanding of and correct linguistic processing of the proposed character(s) or script.  
Examples of such properties are: Casing information, Numeric information, Currency information, Display behaviour 
information such as line breaks, widths etc., Combining behaviour, Spacing behaviour, Directional behaviour, Default 
Collation behaviour, relevance in Mark Up contexts, Compatibility equivalence and other Unicode normalization 
related information.  See the Unicode standard at HTUhttp://www.unicode.orgUTH for such information on other scripts.  Also 
see HTUhttp://www.unicode.org/Public/UNIDATA/UCD.htmlUTH and associated Unicode Technical Reports for information 
needed for consideration by the Unicode Technical Committee for inclusion in the Unicode Standard. 
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C. Technical - Justification  
1. Has this proposal for addition of character(s) been submitted before? No  
 If YES explain   
2. Has contact been made to members of the user community (for example: National Body,   
 user groups of the script or characters, other experts, etc.)? Yes  
 If YES, with whom? Editors of documentary editions, historians of currency, publishers  
 If YES, available relevant documents: see proposal  
3. Information on the user community for the proposed characters (for example:   
 size, demographics, information technology use, or publishing use) is included? Yes  
 Reference: see proposal  
4. The context of use for the proposed characters (type of use; common or rare) occasional  
 Reference: see proposal  
5. Are the proposed characters in current use by the user community? Yes  
 If YES, where?  Reference: Various editions of historical documents, cited in proposal  
6. After giving due considerations to the principles in the P&P document must the proposed characters be entirely   
 in the BMP? Yes  
 If YES, is a rationale provided? Yes  
 If YES, reference: Per P&P 2.1, character is in contemporary use in major historical 

documentary editions in both letterpress and online digital formats 
 

7. Should the proposed characters be kept together in a contiguous range (rather than being scattered)? N/A  
8. Can any of the proposed characters be considered a presentation form of an existing    
 character or character sequence? No  
 If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?   
 If YES, reference:   
9. Can any of the proposed characters be encoded using a composed character sequence of either  
 existing characters or other proposed characters? No  
 If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?   
 If YES, reference:   
10. Can any of the proposed character(s) be considered to be similar (in appearance or function)   
 to an existing character? No  
 If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?   
 If YES, reference:   
11. Does the proposal include use of combining characters and/or use of composite sequences? No  
 If YES, is a rationale for such use provided?   
 If YES, reference:   
 Is a list of composite sequences and their corresponding glyph images (graphic symbols) provided?   
 If YES, reference:   
12. Does the proposal contain characters with any special properties such as    
  control function or similar semantics? No  
 If YES, describe in detail (include attachment if necessary)   
   
   
13. Does the proposal contain any Ideographic compatibility character(s)? No  
 If YES, is the equivalent corresponding unified ideographic character(s) identified?   
 If YES, reference:   

 



Proposal to encode the LIVRE TOURNOIS SIGN in the UCS: 
supplementary material 

 
1. Background 
The livre tournois, or “pound of Tours”, was a monetary unit used in France from the 13th through the 
18th centuries.  Following its introduction by Louis IX, it supplanted the Parisian livre as the standard 
accounting unit in France (Chown, 1997, p. 36), a role that it maintained either de facto or de jure until 
supplanted by the franc as the official currency of France under the Revolution in 1795 (“franc”, 2007). 
 
In contexts where the livre tournois was referred to simply as a “livre” it would have been abbreviated 
using contemporary symbols based on capital ‘L’ for Latin libra, such as the symbol £ for the pound 
sterling (U+00A3). When it was desired to designate the livre tournois as a distinct currency, however, 
manuscript usage particularly in the 18th century was to denote it using a single glyph composed of a 
lowercase l plus lowercase t with a single crossbar extending through both (J.J. McCusker, personal 
communication, 26 April 2007). In modern transcriptions of 18th-century documents that use this 
abbreviation, it is rendered either as a special character in the book font, or as a distinctive sans-serif 
graphic that approximates its appearance in manuscript: 
 

t     
Figure 1. Livre tournois symbol (1) adapted to book font (Adobe Janson, from The Papers of James Madison) and (2) 
as special graphic (from The Papers of George Washington) 

 

1.1 Character properties 
The UCD file information for UnicodeData.txt should be similar to that for the Dollar Sign: 
 
        nnnn;LIVRE TOURNOIS SIGN;Sc;0;ET;;;;;N;;;;; 
 
As a currency sign, livre tournois is often appended after numbers to which it refers, as shown in the 
various examples below. In line breaking, it presents a break opportunity after, but should be kept with 
any numbers preceding it. Like other currency symbols, it should be assigned Line Breaking Property 
“PR”” 
 
        nnnn;PR # LIVRE TOURNOIS SIGN 
 
The Script property should be "Common". It has no special bidi properties. 
 

2. Usage in contemporary print and digital editions 
A single typeset symbol for the livre tournois is widely used in transcription of manuscript usage in 
modern editions of the papers of American political figures from the Colonial and Early Republic periods. 
The following list of such editions is not exclusive, representing only ones that the submitter has verified: 

⋅ Gouverneur Morris, A Diary of the French Revolution, ed. B. C.  Davenport. Cambridge, Mass.: 
Houghton Mifflin, 1939. 2 vols. 

⋅ The Papers of Thomas Jefferson. Ed. J. P. Boyd et al. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
1950–. 33 vols. to date. 

⋅ The Adams Papers. Sponsored by the Massachusetts Historical Society. Cambridge, Mass.: 
Harvard University Press, 1961–. 39 vols. to date. 

⋅ The Papers of Alexander Hamilton. Ed. H. C. Syrett et al. New York: Columbia University Press, 
1961–1979. 26 vols. 



⋅ The Papers of James Madison. Ed. W. T. Hutchinson et al. Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, and Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 1962–. 30 vols. to date. 

⋅ The Papers of George Washington. Ed. W. W. Abbot et al. Charlottesville: University of Virginia 
Press, 1983–. 49 vols. to date. 

Facsimile examples of usage are presented in section 4 below.  
 
Online versions of some of the above letterpress editions are or will be included in the Founding Era 
Collection under the Rotunda imprint of the University of Virginia Press (see 
http://rotunda.upress.virginia.edu). For the Papers of George Washington Digital Edition released in 
2007, a single bitmapped graphic image of the livre tournois symbol has been used for HTML 
presentation (see figure 4 below). 
 

3. Manuscript examples 
Following are two images of the livre tournois symbol as used in 18th-century manuscripts, one French 
and one American. 
 

Figure 2. From a 1716 account of the value of goods shipped at Saint-Domingue (modern Haiti) in 1715; original in 
Archives Nationales, France (courtesy John J. McCusker). Note the difference between the livre tournois symbol (red 
outline) and the standard livre or pound sterling symbol (blue). 

 



Figure 3. From Gouverneur Morris to George Washington, 24 January 1790; Library of Congress: Papers of George 
Washington. Livre tournois symbols outlined in red. 

 
 

 
Figure 4. Transcription of the text in figure 3 as displayed in Papers of George Washington Digital Edition 
(Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2007), http://rotunda.upress.virginia.edu/pgwde/dflt.xqy?keys=print-
Pre05d29#Pre05p56. (Text beginning on line 6 above corresponds to manuscript facsimile.) 

 



4. Typographic examples  
Following are samples of the livre tournois symbol as represented in letterpress editions of early 
American documents, from earliest to most recent date of publication. 
 
 

 
Figure 5. From Gouverneur Morris, A Diary of the French Revolution (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Riverside Press, 
1939), 2:509. 

 



 
Figure 6. From The Papers of George Washington: Presidential Series (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 
1989), 3:281. 

 
 

 
Figure 7. From “Guide to Editorial Apparatus: Other Symbols and Abbreviations”, The Papers of Thomas Jefferson 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2002), 29:xiv. 

 



 
Figure 8. From “Statement on Accounts as Minister Plenipotentiary in France”, The Papers of Thomas Jefferson 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2002), 29:16. 

 



 
Figure 9. From Henry Grand to John Adams, 31 May 1782, in Papers of John Adams (Cambridge, Massachusetts: 
Harvard University Press, 2006), 90. Note mixture of symbols for pound sterling and livre tournois. 
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