L2/07-371

1Iso/Ec JTC vsc 2we 2 N3287

DATE: 2007 - 10 - 11

ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 2/WG 2
Universal Multiple - Octet Coded Character Set (UCS) - ISO/IEC 10646
Secretariat: ANSI

Doc Type Working Group Document

Title Proposal for encoding Nushu in the SMP of the UCS
Source China

Action For consideration by UTC

Date 2007-10-11

I. Introduction

Nushu is a kind of Character Set used by rural women, which comes down around Xiaoshui
Valley in Jiangyong County, Hunan Province. It is widely used for narrative and private
prosecution among local women. Customarily Nushu characters appear to be italics ,with a
rough shape as the Chinese character ™. In this sense, Nushu is defined as a variant form of
Chinese characters. A character of Nushu represents an independent syllable that maybe
records a group of homophone or a group of characters with similar pronunciation in their
local dialect. Based on survey and statistics of the works of every Nushu elderly woman, we
found that everyone just used about four or five hundred characters to record a complete local
dialect. That is, there are two separate writing systems in Jiangyong: one is Chinese
characters used by men while the other is Nushu which is written to communicate among
local women.

Nushu is widely used and has great value nowadays. Nushu has successfully been a
member of the first national culture heritage list, and the government is trying their best to
apply for the world non-material culture heritage to the UN. A new text book Nushu
chrestomathy has been published by the local government with the help of the Committee for
Female’s Script (Nushu) of Chinese Folk Literature and Art Society, with many well-chosen
articles included, in which the basic characters are taught to the students of schools in their
region. And Nushu gradually comes into the times of industrialization; especially as a travel
resource. We will introduce Nushu in detail from the followings:

1. Nushu is not a secret language, but free, open, natural and positive. The reason why its
use is limited among the women is that local male society has paid no attention to the
activity of women such as reading and singing the songs written in the paper and fans
(that is typical Nushu culture activity.)

2. Nushu records the local dialect as a syllabic words system. A character signs a group
of homophones and characters with similar pronunciation. So less than four hundred
basic characters are enough to record and represent their local dialect of Xiaoshui in
Jiangyong which is the area of Chenguan local dialect (according to Huang Xuezhen,
2003) . Every Nushu elder woman just used no more than 400 basic characters (about
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from four hundred to five hundred with allograph included) to record more than 400
syllables (about 1200 syllables with tones included). Its most typical feature is to
record many words with few characters. So it is a false view to create and add certain
characters arbitrarily just because of limited existing characters.

3. Nushu is a variant form in the development process of Chinese character. Specially, it
is a variant form of Kaishu (a regular Chinese script). After the statistics and research
of the basic characters from traditional passed down works of anonymous writers, we
have come to the conclusion that Nushu originates from Chinese characters and there
are three ways to change into Nushu: basically direct borrowing from Chinese,
modified variant and derivative new characters from common components.

4. Seven-character songbook is the main form besides few five-character poems.
Autobiographies, letters, folk songs, monody, narration and translation constitute its
most contents, which reflect the regional historical culture and civil life. The study of
these songbooks has widely academic value such as history, nation, folk-custom,
literature and linguistics.

5. Nushu-writers usually write on cloth covers, scrip, fans, cloth-handkerchiefs and
flowered belt.

Nushu came to the world and developed with the development of history. But now the
aboriginality of Nushu has disappeared from the stage of the history. The local government
hasn’t cared about it until the end of the twentieth century. So most works were scattered and
lost at home and abroad. Since the beginning of the twenty-first century, endangered Nushu
has suddenly become hot. Inauthentic characters, books, villages and some nonsensical
sayings concealed the real Nushu. So it is time for us to prevent the abnormal phenomena and
keep it from distortion.

1. Process description

1. the collection and collation of Nushu characters

< Chinese Nushu works collection >which is published by China Publishing House at
2005 included more than 90% original ecological data. We identified every Nushu character
of the book by finding its corresponding Chinese character. Besides that, based on the
Chengguan accent which is investigated and published as <Jiangyong dialect research>by
Huang Xuezhen, 1993, we make out the pronunciation of each Nushu character and establish
a character table respectively in the order of strokes and phonetics.

2. the judgment and collation of Nushu basic and variant characters

Nushu originates from Chinese characters, but differs a lot. A Nushu character represents
a syllable which records a group of local homophone. That is to say, the meaning of a Nushu
character is uncertain and needs inferring by the context. The difference between basic
characters and allograph is not rooted by different languages or dialects, but by personal
writing habit which causes more than one graph for one character.

We divided basic characters and variants on the basis of character-cell theory as follows:
with the same origin
with the same configuration methods
with the same pronunciation
with no distinction in the meaning.(substitutable )
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Characters complied with the above features but with different graphs are regarded as
allographs. The character with the highest frequency is called basic representative and others
as variations. The final result of the study and the statistics can be referred to ‘“Nushu basic
characters and their origin verification’ (included by Nushu character-comparison, 2006) .

3. about the disposal of different-origin characters and variations.

A: different-origin characters.

Different-origin characters mean the ones with different origin and graphs but with the
same sound and meaning. They are regarded as basic characters and given respective code.

The following characters were borrowed from Chinese ones with different source and
formed different-origin ones. But they have no distinction in their meaning and are

substitutable. E.g. Fnu*’/ ie* (flt'\ .k%) (occasionallyé, which comes from Z p**); — i

( /’ %) All of these graphs are coded because of their different source.

B: variant characters.

As the unigue national-level association, the Committee for Female’s Script (Nushu) of
Chinese Folk Literature and Art Society has recommend basic characters to be prior to be
taught in schools. This decision is based on many reasons.

1. There are tiny stroke distinction (such as the distinction between linked stroke and
broken one,) between the basic characters and the variants. And the basic character with the
highest frequency is coded.

[ : _334- '}(‘ N R .
E.g. { 6 )} nian 2483 ;i X k‘w’Z)™**3, we coded the first graph of every group.

2. There are some distinction of minor part such as its position, quantity and shape but the
same main structure and configuration contour between the basic characters and the variants.
They have the same meaning and sound, and are substitutable. We coded the first graph of every
group.

From the above, we can take the following example to explain the encoded object:

) o 7 BR ‘ia "
105

i: o ia a7k 2 ﬁﬁﬂﬂ 55 3 kﬁﬂﬂ 413k 3
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):O J ¢ 9‘ y*24°%08912 only the graph ):O is encoded, because it has the highest frequency and

regarded as basic characters.

3. Due to the problem of lack of standard for Nushu, everyone can write the characters
subjectively; and even worse, they create some new graphs for the pursuit of profit and fame. All
of the ingredients would make Nushu lose its original appearance, and it is possible to come up
with thousands of graphs in the future if we do nothing with it. The fact is that basic characters are



enough to record the dialect. So, only basic characters are recommended to the local school to
study, which is main part of encoded object besides some different origin characters.
Supplement:

Some seem to come from changed Chinese character obviously and not in accordance with

b,
Nushu spelling rules. They are later-created subjectively and not coded. E.g.zg, £

4. order rules
382 basic characters included different-origin ones are encoded. These graph are in good
order by the amount of strokes from small to multi separately. And within the same amount of
the stroke, we order them by their sound: finals, initials, and tones. There is a principle of the
amount of the character: only two basic strokes existing in Nushu, the dot and the curve
(mainly referring to arc), which is traditional writing rules for the Nushu elderly women.
Even a circle is made up by two arcs.
The final order:
auayaie g ug yo uo yo wo iiuuyuy w ai uai yai au iau ou iou sw uow
youw utl yn arj iang uan yan oy oy ion ig 1
_the initials order:
ppmfvtt'nltsts*stete"neckknhy
the tone order:  we present them in the form of five-degree contour tone marks.
44/ 142/ 135/ [.13/ .21/ 133/ 1.5/
5. Character names
We name the characters with the Chenguan sound. Following the rules of naming
characters of the UCS, we spell their sounds with Roman scripts.
Each of the symbols and marks in the proposed Nushu character set ought to be of
one-one correspondence with one code.

1. Related explanation

1. the font

There are no unified standards and rules for Nushu and many graphs seem vague. So
after we picked the chosen characters, we invited the local calligrapher to write the picked
Nushu characters one by one. Then we scanned the handwriting, processed it by Photoshop
and use FONTCREATOE professional tools to make a preliminary font.

the font of Nushu characters is greatly improved by Weifang Beida Jade Bird Huaguang
Imagesetter Co., Ltd which is famous and professional in China. And the codes of characters
begin from 1B000.

2. the relationship between Nushu and Chinese characters.

Customarily Nushu characters appear to be italic with a rough shape as similar as the
Chinese character %™ Its spelling order is from top-right to bottom-left. There are three
kinds of situation for its origin from Chinese character.

a) Borrow the whole character body, and change it from squared-shape to italic. There

L]
are about 100. e. g. E? (HH) io Chm é’ () ’ﬁ (KD ﬁs (W) . some of them
X

are reversed from Chinese character and italic. such as : 1 (X) é =Y)



/
%(%) é ) é\(ﬂi), and some are changed italic from simplified character,

A
such as ﬁ ) b o % R %é’ () °i‘ (W) gk*(ﬂ;().
b) A little change occurs to the main body of Chinese character, but it is

obvious to keep its Chinese shape.

v . ¥
e.g. Wl () {Eﬂ (D fg &) 2‘? (B 9 () )}j’ (/)

Some changes look more obvious than the above, but still kept Chinese trail.

l' 4 4 ﬁ ﬁ- ‘-'
e.g. ‘i () )l( G A () 4\ (B (2 G ?i' Y]
C) Get so as sound signs and derive some new characters which form a

character—cluster. Some clusters contain more than 10 characters.

J 3 ¥ :
e.g. ?} () —> ¥, N ‘%\ ‘3%‘

the official organization.
The Committee for Female’s Script (Nushu) of Chinese Folk Literature and Art Society

is unigue research organization in China. And it has rights to offer good advice to the
government. And this organization suggests basic characters should be prior to be spread and
popularized in the text book which is published by the Jiangyong Government.

about the book of “We Two Know the Script; We Have Become Good Friends” by

William W. Chiang

This book has a good introduction and guidance about Nushu from the multi aspects to

us. But something should be stressed here:

®  About the syllables

492 syllables are listed in all in the book which does not equal to 492 characters. As
stressed in the book, ‘many of these graphs represent more than one syllable ’(P50), and
some syllables include more than one graph which are different origin from Chinese. ‘but
the predominant relation is one syllable/one graph * is right. In fact, based on the
Jiangyong Dialect Research by Huang Xuezhen, we published the Nushu character
comparison (2006), which contains more than 1000 syllables with tones included. Take

the syllable ‘pa’ for example, we listed ‘pa*’ ‘pa®™’ ‘pa’® ‘pa®’’ ‘pa®’ and ‘pa®, but in

Chiang’s book, there are only two: ‘pa>™’ ‘pa*®’.
®  About the number of characters.

In Chiang’s book, ‘the figure *719’ is adopter as a basis for further discussions’ (P50).
But ‘due to different data bases and different ways of counting, Chen Jin and Zhou
Shuogi have identified some 600 Women’s Script graphs’ (P72). Chinese Nushu
Collection contains more than 90% ecological and original data of Nushu, with more than
220,000 characters. We translated one by one, established two character tables, and do the
frequency statistics to the every graph. Based on that, we published the paper of the
research of Nushu basic characters and their origin in which we identified basic
characters and merged variations according to their frequency and the theory of
Character-cell which has been mentioned above.
®  About the Chinese origin.



Chiang was uncertain about the actual origin of the Women’s script, as is mentioned
‘there is no evidence on actual origin,---all said, the only concrete evidence | have
concerning the origin of the script is its close connection to Hanzi.” (P49) But the book
does not list all the Chinese origin of Nushu characters. we have discussed the
relationship between Nushu and Chinese characters above, and the paper the research of
Nushu basic characters and their origin showed us almost all the Chinese origin. We will
make a corresponding mapping between Chinese origin and the Nushu basic character in
the appendix of this report.
®  About the amount of stroke.

In Chiang’s book, ‘basic graph strokes include slants from upper right to lower left
and upper left to lower right, circles, dots, and curves.’(P51). That is to say, there are four
basic strokes. But according to our investigation from the old natural women, only two
basic strokes constitute the script. One is the dot ‘dian’, the other is curved arc *hu’. There
exist many variations in the process of its spread and spelling by different people.
Concretely speaking, the circles are made up by two curves (arcs), not a stroke. So we
count the amount of stroke following the rule of two basic strokes strictly.

IV Prospects

1. Nushu is a kind of mature character symbol system. As a unique character type,
Nushu is a new category to various characters in the world, a new kind of datum to the
research of linguistics, and some new subjects are put forward such as how to translate
Chinese works into Nushu.

2. There are large amount of literatures written in Nushu, most of which record some
important historic events of the time such as Taiping rebellion, some crime of Japan when
invading into china, land reforming movement in China. Besides that, some folkways and
anecdotes are included. All of them are valuable historical data.

3. Nushu is a kind of one and only female characters in today’s world, which is of great
impetus to the research of female culture both in China and in the world.

4. The important function of Nushu is to confide, hearken and communicate in the
groups, which is made good use of to modern mind cure. It has a universal meaning in the
world.

Should this proposed set be accepted as a part of the plane of ISO/IEC 10646, it will
facilitate the globalization progress of information processing with Nushu. The protection
and save of some important data and further related research are more available and
convenient for Nushu lovers.
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VII. connections

If any questions, please send email to Zhao Liming(zhaolm@mail.tsinghua.edu.cn) and Zhu
Cuifang(kalisigi@gmail.com), and cc Chen Zhuang (chenzh@cesi.ac.cn) who is the head of this
program.

VI, Nushusample

(on the right)
IR O B R
LB k2
Main meaning:
Moonlight in front of my bed--
| took it for frost on the ground!
I lift my eyes to watch the mountain moon
lower them and dream of home.
(on the left)
HHAR IS SO TR
M THHE B Ek
Main meaning:
Mountains cover the white sun,
And oceans drain the golden river;
But you widen your view three hundred miles
By going up one flight of stairs.
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The cover of Chinese Nushu works Collection

Text book

Works sample



mailto:kalisiqi@gmail.com

-

e
he =1
=
=T

—_
S

—_
~
e 2=

= e S

-

T T sefdee
whdie e
Sl

. RS S

—

=

- o= M7 —

e T

i <
e

-
T

3 e A (1
- - Y ) o~ )
i SR N, >SS B
St (D e

o

e

= .
ey .

= —m
. -
.

SR e o

=

e

[ - S

=

R

e

3
q T Yo il e one TR S i
T B

o R
0\

— B =
e e <

o e A

e
ol o=
=, S B
ot

e ey
. . =
e . D E— B

e

—— e == e

S

W

e
=

=

e

TR

e
T s e

T

e e

—— = - R 5 _ -
TEL e = = —~— 2 o - > g e T ——m, T
T

== e S S mage
PEFC O T L

o
a—
o

e
oA T =

—
- — .

ot

e S

—

A T
on age
T N ~Z

£
- =

s ST e S g

e

Chinese translation:

MR TH X S 2 AR

MRV X S 25 AR
POT I 5E X
IR KT P bs
SR % 5t
EPNEpE N
BRI Ae 2 W4T
R N EYRSHZ S
PR G RKRC B
A HAESCIE H Wy
A BB
FEHA T H
W4 553K AT
T E IR
R 42 H D3
WIAT & £ a2
PRILARFGEAS
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Rz Rl H gk
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HAAg et 4
HLE KW
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BRI ALRE
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Summery: Nu Shu refers to characters used by female in Jiang Yong south China’s Hunan province. Ms.Yang
Huanyi, known as the last woman proficient in the Nushu writing passed away on the September 20, 2004, which
marks the end of female literature’s original ecologic history.

People are interested in a number of questions about Female Literature, such as how many characters in it? How
long is its history? How was it initiated?

After two-year’s effort of saving female literature, teachers and students in Tsinghua University succeeded in
translating 640 articles of female scripts. They have printed and published Chinese Female Literature Collection,
Female Script Dictionary and established Female Literature’s Characters’ Database. These accomplishments offer
scientific evidence and means to study on female script. This book answers two questions: The minimum number
of Female Scripts’ Characters and the origin of them. It will help us have a better understanding of the history of
female script.

This article shows the result of extensive research based on original female literature materials of over 220
thousand characters. In the meantime, it proved that Nu Shu comes from Chinese characters after “Kai Shu”.

Key word: Nu Shu (Female Literature) Basic Character Number of Character Character Origin
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1. The basic characters are ordered by the amout of the strokes. And Chinese origin lies in the
bracket. The second column is the IPA representation of local Chenguan sound. And the last
column is their corresponding Hanzi, and the number lying on the top-right is its related
frequency.
2. We list variations with relatively high frequency after the basic characters.
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TABLE X——NUSHU CHARACTER

HEX

NAME

1B000

Nushu character YIA

1B001

Nushu character NA

1B002

Nushu character TSHA

1B003

Nushu character IED

1B004

Nushu character PEOA

1B005

Nushu character SYEA

1B006

Nushu character PHIU

1B007

Nushu character U

1B008

Nushu character XYAA

1B009

Nushu character TIE

1B00A

Nushu character NIEA

1B00B

Nushu character TEOA

1B00C

Nushu character QHYE

1B00OD

Nushu character FYEA

1B0OOE

Nushu character LIUA

1BOOF

Nushu character SIU

1B010

Nushu character THUA

1B011

Nushu character NYUA

1B012

Nushu character VAL

1B013

Nushu character KAI

NAME

1B014

Nushu character KAUA

1B015

Nushu character KOUA

1B016

Nushu character JIOUA

1B017

Nushu character LIANGA

1B018

Nushu character XIANGA

1B019

Nushu character TSHENG

1BO1A

Nushu character SONG

1B01B

Nushu character MA

1B01C

Nushu character LAA

1B01D

Nushu character FA

1BO1E

Nushu character KUAA

1BO1F

Nushu character TEOB

1B020

Nushu character TSEOA

1B021

Nushu character FYEB

1B022

Nushu character TSYEA

1B023

Nushu character TIA

1B024

Nushu character XIA

1B025

Nushu character FUA

1B026

Nushu character FUB




1B027 | Nushu character FUC
1B028 | Nushu character JYUA
1B029 | Nushu character JYUB
1B02A | Nushu character FAIA
1B02B | Nushu character HAUA
1B02C | Nushu character LOUA
1B02D | Nushu character LIOUA
1B02E | Nushu character JIOUB
1B02F | Nushu character XIOUA
1B030 | Nushu character QYN
1B031 | Nushu character FANGA
1B032 | Nushu character VANGA
1B033 | Nushu character SANG
1B034 | Nushu character KANGA
1B035 | Nushu character NENGA
1B036 | Nushu character THENG
1B037 | Nushu character PIONGC
1B038 | Nushu character IONG
1B039 | Nushu character QYA
1B03A | Nushu character NEI
1B03B | Nushu character LIEA
1B03C | Nushu character JIEA
1B03D | Nushu character NIEB
1BO3E | Nushu character NIEC
1BO3F | Nushu character IEA
1B040 | Nushu character IEB
1B041 | Nushu character MYEA
1B042 | Nushu character TYE
1B043 | Nushu character MYEB
1B044 | Nushu character VYE
1B045 | Nushu character TSYEB
1B046 | Nushu character SYEB
1B047 | Nushu character SYEC
1B048 | Nushu character SYED
1B049 | Nushu character SYEE
1B04A | Nushu character XIB
1B04B | Nushu character YIB
1B04C | Nushu character LIUB
1B04D | Nushu character NIU
1BO4E | Nushu character XIUA
1B04F | Nushu character MU

1B050

Nushu character YU




1B051 | Nushu character QYB
1B052 | Nushu character QYC
1B053 | Nushu character Y

1B054 | Nushu character PAI
1B055 | Nushu character Al
1B056 | Nushu character LAIA
1B057 | Nushu character HAUB
1B058 | Nushu character POU
1B059 | Nushu character TOU
1B05A | Nushu character LIOUB
1B05B | Nushu character IOUA
1B05C | Nushu character TSEYU
1B05D | Nushu character TSEYB
1BO5E | Nushu character SUOY
1BO5F | Nushu character HUOYA
1B060 | Nushu character HUOYB
1B061 | Nushu character PANGA
1B062 | Nushu character MANGA
1B063 | Nushu character THANGA
1B064 | Nushu character KANGB
1B065 | Nushu character LIANGB
1B066 | Nushu character JJIANGA
1B067 | Nushu character NIANG
1B068 | Nushu character SENG
1B069 | Nushu character PENG
1BO6A | Nushu character PHENG
1B06B | Nushu character XIONGA
1B06C | Nushu character QING
1B06D | Nushu character PAA
1BO6E | Nushu character LAB
1BO6F | Nushu character JIEB
1B070 | Nushu character PEOB
1B071 | Nushu character PEOC
1B072 | Nushu character NO
1B073 | Nushu character LEOA
1B074 | Nushu character SEO
1B075 | Nushu character KEOA
1B076 | Nushu character KHEO
1B077 | Nushu character YEA
1B078 | Nushu character PYEA
1B079 | Nushu character PYEB

1BO7A

Nushu character TSYEC




1B07B | Nushu character JIA
1B07C | Nushu character NI
1B07D | Nushu character TSIU
1BO7E | Nushu character FUD
1BO7F | Nushu character KHU
1B080 | Nushu character KUA
1B081 | Nushu character VU
1B082 | Nushu character PHY
1B083 | Nushu character FYA
1B084 | Nushu character KYA
1B085 | Nushu character HYA
1B086 | Nushu character MAI
1B087 | Nushu character THAI
1B088 | Nushu character SAIA
1B089 | Nushu character SAIB
1B08A | Nushu character THAU
1B08B | Nushu character LAUA
1B08C | Nushu character LAUB
1B08D | Nushu character KOUB
1BO8E | Nushu character XIOUB
1B08F | Nushu character SEY
1B090 | Nushu character LEYA
1B091 | Nushu character THUOY
1B092 | Nushu character UOY
1B093 | Nushu character KUY
1B094 | Nushu character NGUY
1B095 | Nushu character JYN
1B096 | Nushu character YNA
1B097 | Nushu character VANGB
1B098 | Nushu character TSANGA
1B099 | Nushu character TSHANG
1B09A | Nushu character JIANGB
1B09B | Nushu character IANGA
1B09C | Nushu character TENGA
1B09D | Nushu character NENGB
1BO9E | Nushu character PIONGA
1BO9F | Nushu character PIONGB
1BOAO | Nushu character MIONG
1BOA1 | Nushu character XIONGB
1BOA2 | Nushu character NING
1BOA3 | Nushu character NGA

1B0A4

Nushu character NGB




1B0OAS

Nushu character TSAA

1BOA6

Nushu character IYE

1BOA7

Nushu character KUAB

1B0AS8

Nushu character XIEA

1B0A9

Nushu character PHEO

1BOAA

Nushu character IEO

1BOAB

Nushu character TSHEOA

1BOAC

Nushu character FYEC

1BOAD

Nushu character TSYED

1BOAE

Nushu character TSHIA

1BOAF

Nushu character TSHIB

1B0OBO0

Nushu character SI

1B0B1

Nushu character XIUB

1B0B2

Nushu character FUE

1B0B3

Nushu character LUA

1B0B4

Nushu character TSHUA

1B0OB5

Nushu character NGU

1B0B6

Nushu character JYUC

1BOB7

Nushu character XYUA

1B0B8

Nushu character QYU

1B0B9

Nushu character XYA

1BOBA

Nushu character FAIB

1B0BB

Nushu character TSAI

1BOBC

Nushu character LOUB

1B0OBD

Nushu character PIOU

1BOBE

Nushu character MIOU

1BOBF | Nushu character TSOUA
1BOCO | Nushu character TSHIOU
1BOC1 | Nushu character QIOU
1BOC2 | Nushu character NIOUA
1BOC3 | Nushu character IOUB
1BOC4 | Nushu character IOUC
1BOC5 | Nushu character NUOY
1BOC6 | Nushu character KUOY
1BOC7 | Nushu character LANGA
1BOC8 | Nushu character ANG
1BOC9 | Nushu character LIANGC

1BOCA

Nushu character SIANGA

1B0CB

Nushu character TSIANGA

1B0CC

Nushu character TSIANGB

1BOCD

Nushu character TSHIONG

1BOCE

Nushu character XIONGC




1BOCF | Nushu character LONGA
1BODO | Nushu character LIONGA
1BOD1 | Nushu character JINGA
1BOD2 | Nushu character XIONGD
1BOD3 | Nushu character LAC
1BOD4 | Nushu character SAA
1BOD5 | Nushu character XYAB
1BOD6 | Nushu character SIEA
1BOD7 | Nushu character FEO
1BOD8 | Nushu character PEOD
1BOD9 | Nushu character NEO
1BODA | Nushu character THEO
1BODB | Nushu character KUEA
1BODC | Nushu character YEB
1BODD | Nushu character PYEC
1BODE | Nushu character PUOE
1BODF | Nushu character XYE
1BOEO | Nushu character Pl
1BOE1 | Nushu character LEYB
1BOE2 | Nushu character TSIA
1BOE3 | Nushu character TSIB
1BOE4 | Nushu character JIB
1BOE5 | Nushu character JIC
1BOE6 | Nushu character TSHIU
1BOE7 | Nushu character PU
1BOE8 | Nushu character TSUA
1BOE9 | Nushu character KUB
1BOEA | Nushu character NYUB
1BOEB | Nushu character QYD
1BOEC | Nushu character KYB
1BOED | Nushu character HYB
1BOEE | Nushu character PHAI
1BOEF | Nushu character MAIB
1BOFO | Nushu character LAIB
1BOF1 | Nushu character SAIC
1BOF2 | Nushu character TSHAU
1BOF3 | Nushu character KOUC
1BOF4 | Nushu character TSIOU
1BOF5 | Nushu character SIOUA
1BOF6 | Nushu character JIOUC
1BOF7 | Nushu character IOU

1BOF8

Nushu character XIOUC




1BOF9 | Nushu character XIOUD
1BOFA | Nushu character HUOYC
1BOFB | Nushu character FANGB
1BOFC | Nushu character HANGA
1BOFD | Nushu character LANGB
1BOFE | Nushu character TSANGB
1BOFF | Nushu character KHANGA
1B100 | Nushu character KHANGB
1B101 | Nushu character HANGB
1B102 | Nushu character XIANGB
1B103 | Nushu character NENGC
1B104 | Nushu character LENG
1B105 | Nushu character TSENG
1B106 | Nushu character NONGA
1B107 | Nushu character LIONGB
1B108 | Nushu character TSIONGA
1B109 | Nushu character TSIONGB
1B10A | Nushu character SIONG
1B10B | Nushu character XINGA
1B10C | Nushu character INGA
1B10D | Nushu character JINGB
1B10E | Nushu character VA
1B10F | Nushu character SAB
1B110 | Nushu character LIEB
1B111 | Nushu character TSHIE
1B112 | Nushu character IEC
1B113 | Nushu character MEOA
1B114 | Nushu character LEOB
1B115 | Nushu character TSHEOB
1B116 | Nushu character QYE
1B117 | Nushu character TIB
1B118 | Nushu character JIDA
1B119 | Nushu character FUF
1B11A | Nushu character THUB
1B11B | Nushu character KUEB
1B11C | Nushu character KUC
1B11D | Nushu character HUA
1B11E | Nushu character KUD
1B11F | Nushu character PYA
1B120 | Nushu character KHY
1B121 | Nushu character LAIC

1B122

Nushu character LAID




1B123 | Nushu character HAI
1B124 | Nushu character TSOUB
1B125 | Nushu character SAU
1B126 | Nushu character HAUC
1B127 | Nushu character NGOU
1B128 | Nushu character OU
1B129 | Nushu character XIOUE
1B12A | Nushu character TSHEY
1B12B | Nushu character FANGC
1B12C | Nushu character TANGA
1B12D | Nushu character HANGC
1B12E | Nushu character JJANGC
1B12F | Nushu character SIANGB
1B130 | Nushu character KANGC
1B131 | Nushu character JJANGD
1B132 | Nushu character XIANGC
1B133 | Nushu character LONGB
1B134 | Nushu character QIONG
1B135 | Nushu character NG
1B136 | Nushu character PAB
1B137 | Nushu character PUOY
1B138 | Nushu character SIEB
1B139 | Nushu character TSEOB
1B13A | Nushu character KEOB
1B13B | Nushu character JYEA
1B13C | Nushu character JYEB
1B13D | Nushu character PYED
1B13E | Nushu character SYEF
1B13F | Nushu character YIC
1B140 | Nushu character TSUB
1B141 | Nushu character TSHUB
1B142 | Nushu character JY
1B143 | Nushu character XYB
1B144 | Nushu character LY
1B145 | Nushu character HY
1B146 | Nushu character KAUB
1B147 | Nushu character KHOU
1B148 | Nushu character JIU
1B149 | Nushu character XIUC
1B14A | Nushu character LANGC
1B14B | Nushu character MENGA

1B14C

Nushu character PANGB




1B14D | Nushu character TANGB
1B14E | Nushu character THANGB
1B14F | Nushu character XIANGD
1B150 | Nushu character IANGB
1B151 | Nushu character TENGB
1B152 | Nushu character MENGB
1B153 | Nushu character HOU
1B154 | Nushu character NONGB
1B155 | Nushu character TSAB
1B156 | Nushu character TSIEA
1B157 | Nushu character XIEB
1B158 | Nushu character LI
1B159 | Nushu character TSID
1B15A | Nushu character YID
1B15B | Nushu character LUB
1B15C | Nushu character HUB
1B15D | Nushu character TAU
1B15E | Nushu character XYUB
1B15F | Nushu character SIOUB
1B160 | Nushu character NIOUB
1B161 | Nushu character LEYC
1B162 | Nushu character YNB
1B163 | Nushu character TONG
1B164 | Nushu character XINGB
1B165 | Nushu character IEE
1B166 | Nushu character MEOB
1B167 | Nushu character VEO
1B168 | Nushu character JIE
1B169 | Nushu character JIDB
1B16A | Nushu character TU
1B16B | Nushu character LOUC
1B16C | Nushu character TSUOY
1B16D | Nushu character MANGB
1B16E | Nushu character TSIANGC
1B16F | Nushu character QIANG
1B170 | Nushu character JIONG
1B171 | Nushu character INGB
1B172 | Nushu character TSIEB
1B173 | Nushu character PYB
1B174 | Nushu character FI
1B175 | Nushu character XYUC

1B176

Nushu character FYB




1B177 | Nushu character TSHAI
1B178 | Nushu character FANGD
1B179 | Nushu character NGUOY
1B17A | Nushu character FUG
1B17B | Nushu character KUE
1B17C | Nushu character JYEC

1B17D

Nushu character TSYEE




A. Administrative

Lmide: Proposal for encoding Nushu inthe SMPofthe UCS
2. Requester's name: China

3. Requester type (Member body/Liaison/Individual contribution): | Member body
4. Submission date: 2007-10-11
5. Requesters reference (if applicable):
6. Choose one of the following:

This is a complete proposal: Yes
(or) More information will be provided later:

B. Technical — General

1. Choose one of the following:
a. This proposal is for a new script (set of characters): _Yes
Proposed name of script: Nushu

b. The proposal is for addition of character(s) to an existing block:

Name of the existing block:

2. Number of characters in proposal: %’z
3. Proposed category (select one from below - see section 2.2 of P&P document):
A-Contemporary B.1-Specialized (small B B.2-Specialized (large
collection) collection)
C-Major extinct D-Attested extinet E-Minor extinet
F-Archaic Hieroglil_p_r_li_c or deographic G-Obscure or guestionable usage symbols
4. Is a repertoire including character names provided? No

a. If YES, are the names in accordance with the “character naming guidelines”
in Annex L of P&P document?
b. Are the character shapes attached in a legible form suitable for review? Yes

5. Who will provide the appropriate computerized font (ordered preference: True Type, or
PostScript format) for
publishing the standard? Weifang Beida Jade Bird Huaguang Imagesetter Co., Ltd.
If available now, identify source(s) for the font (include address, e-mail, ftp-site, etc.) and
indicate the tools

used: chenzh@cesi.ac.cn

6. References:
a. Are references (to other character sets, dictionaries, descriptive texts etc.) Yes
provided?
b. Are published examples of use (such as samples from newspapers, magazines, or
other sources)
of proposed characters attached? Yes

7. Special encoding issues:
Does the proposal address other aspects of character data processing (if applicable) such as
input,
presentation, sorting, searching, indexing, transliteration etc. (if yes please No
enclose information)?




8. Additional Information:

Submitters are invited to provide any additional information about Properties of the proposed
Character(s) or Script that will assist in correct understanding of and correct linguistic processing
of the proposed character(s) or script. Examples of such properties are: Casing information,
Numeric information, Currency information, Display behaviour information such as line breaks,
widths etc., Combining behaviour, Spacing behaviour, Directional behaviour, Default Collation
behaviour, relevance in Mark Up contexts, Compatibility equivalence and other Unicode
normalization related information. See the Unicode standard at http://www.unicode.org for such
information on other scripts. Also see http://www.unicode.org/Public/lUNIDATA/UCD.html and
associated Unicode Technical Reports for information needed for consideration by the Unicode
Technical Committee for inclusion in the Unicode Standard.

C. Technical - Justification

1. Has this proposal for addition of character(s) been submitted before? No
If YES explain
2. Has contact been made to members of the user community (for example: National Body,

user groups of the script or characters, other experts, etc.)? Y es
If YES, with the Government ofYongzhou; The Committee for Female’s Script
whom? (Nushu) of Chinese Folk Literature and Art Society

If YES, available relevant  documents:

3. Information on the user community for the proposed characters (for example:
size, demographics, information technology use, or publishing use) is included? Yes

Reference: ~ Nishu was used by women in Jiangyong and now by local people.

If YES, where? Reference: Jiangyong, Hunan, China

6. After giving due considerations to the principles in the P&P document must the proposed
characters be entirely
in the BMP? No

If YES, is a rationale provided>

If YES, reference:

7. Should the proposed characters be kept together in a contiguous range (rather than Yes '
being scattered)?

8. Can any of the proposed characters be considered a presentation form of an
existing
character or character sequence? l_\l_(_) _______
If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?
If YES, reference:

9. Can any of the proposed characters be encoded using a composed character sequence of either

existing characters or other proposed characters? No



http://www.unicode.org/
http://www.unicode.org/Public/UNIDATA/UCD.html

If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?
If YES, reference:
10. Can any of the proposed character(s) be considered to be similar (in appearance or
function)

to an existing character? No
If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?
If YES, reference:
11. Does the proposal include use of combining characters and/or use of No

composite sequences?

If YES, is a rationale for such use provided?
If YES, reference:
Is a list of composite sequences and their corresponding glyph images (graphic
symbols) provided?
If YES, reference:
12. Does the proposal contain characters with any special properties such as

control function or similar semantics? No

If YES, describe in detail (include attachment if necessary)

13. Does the proposal contain any Ideographic compatibility character(s)? No

If YES, is the equivalent corresponding unified ideographic character(s) identified?
If YES, reference:
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