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A Preliminary Collection of Alchemical Symbols

Alchemy has been referred to as the proto-science. Symbols used by practioners often appear to have
variants, but some early efforts towards 'standardization' were made by various authors and published in
charts.

Many alchemical symbols are already encoded in Unicode. Some alchemy symbols survive in modern times
as signs used in medicine, astrology, neo-paganism, and even chemistry.

There are also symbols shown in those early charts which do not appear to be currently available for plain
text standard interchange.

For easy reference, some of the symbol charts are collected herein. The graphics which follow were taken
from various web sites. Links to sources as well as information about the graphics are given.

(Submitted by James Kass.)

Following are four plates found in "SIMBOLS.ZIP" from the web site of Rubellus Petrinus, a contemporary
alchemist.

pwp.netcabo.pt/r.petrinus/Spagyrics-e.htm

No indication of the source for these graphics was found and this writer has written to Rubellus Petrinus
requesting source information.
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The two following scans are from the same web site as above, linked from the same page. No information
concerning the source of these scans was found, information has been requested.
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From Wikipedia, http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/3/36/Alchemytable.jpg , the image below is
from Basil Valentine's "The Last Will and Testament", 1670.
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From this page, http://www.levity.com/alchemy/scheele_.html , the following are four scans from H.T.
Scheffer, Chemiske forelasningar, Upsalla. 1775.
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From the same web site as the previous images,
http://www.levity.com/alchemy/alchemical _symbolsoo.html , following are sixteen images from
Medicinisch-Chymisch- und Alchemistisches Oraculum, Ulm, 1755.
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This page, http://www.purplehell.com/riddletools/alchemy.htm , shows what appear to be modern drawings
of many of the same symbols. Quoting from the page, "While the notation method was mostly standardized,
styles and symbols varied between alchemists, this page shows the most commonly used ones, with some
more recent additions used by alchemists today."





