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SRI LANKA STANDARD
TAMIL (sup) CHARACTER CODE FOR

INFORMATION INTERCHANGE
PART 1 : COLLATION SEQUENCE

FOREWORD

This standard was developed and recommended by the Information and Communication
Technology Agency of Sri Lanka (ICTA), and was authorized for adoption and publication as
a Sri Lanka Standard by the Council of the Sri Lanka Standards Institution (SLSI) on 2008 ---

This part of the standard should be read in conjunction with SLS 1326: Sri Lanka Standard
Tamil Character Code for Information Interchange.

Tamil collation has similarities with other Indic languages which follow the Sanskrit collation
order. From the 16™ century to the early 20™ century most Tamil dictionaries followed the
Sanskrit collation sequence which includes the Grantha letters (especially s - JA) in between
the Tamil letters. However most dictionaries and scholars follow the unique collation
sequence which collates the Grantha letters after all Tamil letters and which has been mostly
accepted as the de facto standard among Tamil communities.

A Tamil collation sequence is needed to set up databases and other collections of information
in Tamil. The assistance provided by the Information and Communication Technology
Agency of Sri Lanka and the University of Moratuwa in the preparation of this standard is
gratefully acknowledged.

1 SCOPE

This standard prescribes the collation sequence for arranging a list of words or phrases in the
Tamil language.

2 DEFINITIONS

2.1 collation: Collation is the process of arranging a list of words or phrases in a standard
order.

3 COLLATION SEQUENCE
This standard defines the collation sequence for use in compiling dictionaries, other scholarly
works, use in data processing and other activities on lists of personal and other names. The
contemporary Tamil script contains following elements in its systems, which needed to be
collated.

1) vowel, e.g. 9. gper,

ii) Tamil pure-consonant, e.g. &, ®i,

ii1) Grantha pure-consonant, e.g. 60, &g, g9,

iv) Tamil and Grantha vowel-consonant syllables, e.g. %, G&, ev, Gerv, UT.

v) 31 (F) and vowel-consonant syllables of &1

vi) Special letter — aytam — o5,

vii) Conjunct syllable - (Sri) — of°,

viii) Tamil Symbiols, e.g. & 18", @3,

1x) Tamil numerals, e.g. &, &, W, T, g,



This collation is the canonical collation order, and collated in the following order:
o, g ) F 2, 206l ¢ B @ P 6T

& & o 8§ & & . Q& C3 s, GQam, Casm, Qsern

M, W, BT, @, ©, 6B, G, QR G, vk, QR CRiT, Qrier

& g &m & & & &, QF, G&, &, Q&am, G&m, QFern

€. €. @M, @), €, il &1, Qeh, Ceh, mEh, QAEpm, CEhm, QEher

L, L, Lmig, e, B @ O, G, oL, QLm, GLm, QL6n

cuvT, euvl, GwIM, 6N, 6wf, gw), ewwyT, Qevr, Cewi, smevwr, Qewim, Gewim, Qesoren
$ & 50 & 8 . g O3, G5 my, Agm, G, Agen

B, B, B, B, B. B BT QOB G, b, AT, CHT, GBeT

0, u, um M 4§ uy, y, Qu, Gu, emu, Qum, Gum, Quer

b, o, om, O, 18, , ew, Qw, Cw, smw, Qom, Com, Qe

W, w, wm, ufl, ud, w, w, Cuw, Gui, soowl, Quim, Guim, Quier

7. 7. om A, f. @ . Qp, Gy, ey, Qom, Gym, Qyer

60, 60, eom, 69, 65, &y, ey, Qev, Gev, emev, Qeom, Geom, Qever
i, &, eum, &), af, &, @i, Qeu, Geu, eneu, Qeum, Geum, QL6
© . om P B @ . Q. Clp. eip, Qiom, Giom, Qipen

e, o, enm, of, of, @5, ton, Qer, Geor, emen, Qenm, Genm, Qeen
D, m. pr, M, 5, m. or O, Co, &, Qor, Gom, Amer

6b1, 6ur, eorm, evf), &uf, g .smm, Qlevr, Geor, emenr, Qeorm, Geor, Qewrenm

2 2 g 9 4 g g2 0y Gy oy, agm Gy, Ager
vo, vo, vom, ufl, uf voe, VT®, Gluvo, Guo, euw, Glvor, Guor, Guoer

g, a9, aglm, &fl, af, ag°, g9, Qag, Cag, ey, Qagr, Gagr, Qager
6r, érv, erum, end, end, erue, enu®, Qerv, Cerv, smerv, Qerum, Cervm, Qervern

am, am, anr, af, af, ao°, oy, Gam, Cam, man, Gamr, Gamr, Camner
0, FaQ, Fo9l, Fod, Folf, Fag®, Fa99, QFag, CHap, MIag, QFagm, GCHapl, QFager

~0, =~y o s, s, sy, s, 0o, wGu, seou, sQum, sGum, sQuer

D018, @) Y e, o, &, 1

0,5 2, h & @ dn, 6, 3, do, O, M, &



NOTES:
1. The vowel sper may represent using an AU length mark (1) as s (0B92) + car (OBD?7).
This form of sequence is not used according to SLS 1326. If this form appears it should be

collated with 0B94 (sper).

2. The representation of a syllable such as Glser by a consonant character (%) followed by
more than one vowel sign (Gl + 1) is permitted in Unicode, but is not allowed in SLS 1326
standard. If this form appears it should collated with relevant one vowel sign formation.
eg £1+Cm =& + G + o

FtET =& + Gl + o

&t Elar =& + 6l + car

3. The Anusvara (:3) is encoded (0B82) in the Unicode standard to map along with the other
Indic scripts. However, the Anusvara is not used in contemporary Tamil and is not included
in the collation algorithm, but can be collated after all the letters.

4. of°does not get a separate place in the collation order. It will be collated afier words
beginning with vofl and before words beginning with v s.
If of® formed from the e letter (permitted in old Unicode versions) as follows
17 0BBS8 0BCD 0BB0O 0BCO (sw & [T < Not allowed)
It will be also collated afier words beginning with vofl and before words beginning with

oG
5. Two systems were used to write the Tamil numerals. While one system does not have the

Tamil digit O the other does have it. Both systems are acceptable.

0, &, 2,5, & &, 5, », W, 50, W5, % ,...., 2w, 20,..., m, 500,...., %, $000,....,
If both systems represent the same value, it will be getting equal position in the collation

eg 10 = =50
100 =m =500
7000 =% =5000
201 =o %= 2 0%



SLS CERTIFICATION MARK

The Sri Lanka Standards Institution is the owner of the
registered certification mark shown below. Beneath the mark,
the number of the Sri Lanka Standard relevant to the product
is indicated. This mark may be used only by those who have
obtained permits under the SLS certification marks scheme.
The presence of this mark on or in relation to a product
conveys the assurance that they have been produced to comply
with the requirements of the relevant Sri Lanka Standard
under a well designed system of quality control inspection
and testing operated by the manufacturer and supervised by
the SLSI which includes surveillance inspection of the factory,
testing of both factory and market samples.

Further particulars of the terms and conditions of the permit
may be obtained from the Sri Lanka Standards Institution,
17, Victoria Place, Elvitigala Mawatha, Colombo 08.
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SRI LANKA STANDARDS INSTITUTION

The Sri Lanka Standards Institution (SLSI) is the National Standards Organization of Sri Lanka
established under the Sri Lanka Standards Institution Act No. 6 of 1984 which repealed and
replaced the Bureau of Ceylon Standards Act No. 38 of 1964. The Institution functions under
the Ministry of Science & Technology.

The principal objects of the Institution as set out in the Act are to prepare standards and
promote their adoption, to provide facilities for examination and testing of products, to operate
a Certification Marks Scheme, to certify the quality of products mcant for local consumption
or exports and to promote standardization and quality control by educational, consultancy
and research activity.

The Institution is financed by Government grants, and by the income from the sale of its
publications and other services offered for Industry and Business Sector. Financial and

administrative control is vested in a Council appnintccl in accordance with the ln‘nvisinns of

the Act.

The development and formulation of National Standards is carried out by Technical Experts
and representatives of other interest groups, assisted by the permanent officers of the Institution.
These Technical Committees are appointed under the purview of the Sectoral Committees
which in turn are appointed by the Council. The Sectoral Committecs give the final Technical
approval for the Draft National Standards prior to the approval by the Council of the SLSI.

All members of the Technical and Scctoral Committees render their services in an honorary
capacity. In this process the Institution endeavours to ensure adequate. representation of all
view points.

In the International field the Institution represents Sri Lanka in the International Organization
for Standardization (ISO), and participates in such fields of standardization as are of special
interest to Sri Lanka.

Printed at the Sri ]_ankz;Slandards 111.sl_iluli0n, 17, Victoria Place, Elvitigala Mawatha,
Colombo 08.






