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Materials for a Proposal to encode the Devanagari
headstroke in the BMP of the Unicode Standard
Peter Scharf

A8FA DEVANAGARI EMPTY HEADSTROKE

= shuunya shirorekhaa

The Devanagari empty headstroke is used in manuscripts copied from deteriorated originals to
indicate small lacunae, that is, illegible gaps in the original due to obliteration of the text or
destruction of the material on which it was written. As many headstrokes are used as
orthographic syllables are estimated to have occuppied the illegible space. Many Devanagari
fonts include such a character, for example, Vedic font 224, which is used for input of the
examples below. Figure 1 shows four examples, in lines 1, 4, 5, and 10 of the verso of folio 157
[Scharf photocopy p. 161 top] of the manuscript labelled by Macdonell (1886) as P1. The text,
of which the manuscript is one of many witnesses, is Sadgurusisya's Vedarthadipika commentary
on Rgveda 10.95 concerning the dialogue between Purtravas and Urvasi. The transcription of
the examples in Devanagari (Vedic font), and Roman together with the corresponding text of
Vijayapala's (1985) edition of the text follow. In Roman, the DEVANAGARI EMPTY HEADSTROKE
is represented by an underscore.

Note that I have surrounded the headstroke with spaces so that it is distinct from
preceding and following characters and there are discrete headstrokes in sequence
in examples 3-4, not simply a continuous headstroke. Manuscripts typically make
the headstroke for each orthographic syllable (aksara) as a separate unit. Modern
printed and digital Devanagari runs the headstroke together in a continuous line. If
we followed the general pattern of modern Devanagari, we'd run these empty
headstrokes together. However, it seems to me it is essential to the character to be
discrete and countable so that the reader knows how many missing characters are
represented by counting the number of discrete headstrokes. Therefore, the
headstroke character should be made short, i.e. non-joining when placed in
sequence with itself or with any other character that has a headstroke included.

A proper graphic, character properties, etc. will be supplied by Michael Everson
in N3488.

Example 1

Ms. P1. line 1 UTHT — T | SHT ST ScdehTA

praptasa_te. uma sastritvasya stritvakale

Vijayapala  ATHOAUHTI SR STl ahToA

praptasanmasikastritvakale

Example 2

Ms. P1, line 4 TAYTHTE, R1G — ARAGI=2IGdl Faam |

svaprasade varoddhum _sayitunmaicchattirdurasam krtavan.

Vijayapala  CAATATGS ARG, ATATAq = GOSN Faar |
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svaprasade 'varoddhum vasayitumicchan durasam krtavan.

Example 3
Ms. P1, line s IIT — — 9T ~ Shdddl
praty_ _sa_ krtavati

Vijayapala  TcATAY TSI Fddd]
pratyacaste pratyakhyanam krtavati

Example 4

Ms.P1,1ine1o?lﬁﬁsf?[H§ﬁ??{§§fﬁ'%ﬁ__ﬁ

calitau ca tadukte jyi kumbhe nihita_ _kau

Vijayapala ?Iﬂﬁﬁﬁ ?Fc@?ﬁ ?’:ﬁ- ﬁ%ﬁ- W |

calacittau tatascaitau kumbhe nihita Sukrakau.

Figure 1

A manuscript page of Sadgurusisya's Vedarthadipika showing the DEVANAGARI EMPTY
HEADSTROKE.
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