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1. Introduction
Hervé Bazin (full name is Jean-Pierre Hervé-Bazin; born 1911, died 1996) was a French writer.
More information about him and his works is available at:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herv%C3%A9_Bazin.
One of his works, “Plumons l'oiseau” (Let's pluck the bird) [1], written in 1966, introduces the
use of six punctuation marks, which are described below. This document proposes these
characters to be encoded in the UCS.
The punctuation marks proposed here are comparable to the interrobang (already encoded as
U+203B INTERROBANG). This character also was invented in the same area by an individual
(1962 by Martin K Speckter in the USA), and also is only rarely found applied according to its
intended purpose in printed or electronic text.
Besides being occasionally used as intended, the punctuation marks proposed here commonly
occur in text discussing unusual punctuation or the history of punctuation (see fig. 6 ff.).
It is pointed out that the punctuation marks proposed here are the only ones which occur
regularly in the discussion of modern punctuation, besides the ones which already are encoded
(see fig. 3, 4, and 6 to 11).
In such discussions, they usually occur together with the interrobang, and with the irony mark
introduced by Alcanter de Brahm (alias Marcel Bernhardt) at the end of the 19th century (see
fig. 8). The latter, however, can be regarded as a glyph variant of the already encoded U+2E2E
REVERSED QUESTION MARK.
Thus, the encoding of the proposed characters in fact closes a gap (rather than addressing only
a subset of similar yet unencoded characters).
In summary, there are the following reasons to encode the proposed characters:
·
·
·
·

To represent existing texts, like the original sources and texts discussing them.
To enable authors of electronic communication (e-mail, blogs, etc.) to use them, e.g. like
emoticons but preserving a more sophisticated appearance (see the request in. fig. 6).
To refer to them in texts discussing punctuation (and its history, typography, semantics, etc.).
To enable the searching for these characters, which is applicable due to the special interest
for them shown by experts on punctuation.
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2. Proposed Characters
Block: Supplemental Punctuation
Punctuation marks introduced by Hervé Bazin

⹃

U+2E43

HEART-SHAPED DOUBLE EXCLAMATION MARK
= Bazin love point

⹄

U+2E44

EXCLAMATION MARK WITH CROSSBAR
= Bazin certitude point

⹅

U+2E45

EXCLAMATION MARK WITH CAP
= Bazin authority point

⹆

U+2E46

EXCLAMATION MARK WITH TIE OVERLAY
= Bazin irony point
→ 03C8 greek small letter psi

⹇

U+2E47

DOUBLE EXCLAMATION MARK CONVERGING INTO SINGLE DOT
= Bazin acclamation point

⹈

U+2E48

ZIGZAG EXCLAMATION MARK
= Bazin doubt point

Properties:
2E43;HEART-SHAPED DOUBLE EXCLAMATION MARK;Po;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;;
2E44;EXCLAMATION MARK WITH CROSSBAR;Po;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;;
2E45;EXCLAMATION MARK WITH CAP;Po;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;;
2E46;EXCLAMATION MARK WITH TIE OVERLAY;Po;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;;
2E47;DOUBLE EXCLAMATION MARK CONVERGING INTO SINGLE DOT;Po;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;;
2E48;ZIGZAG EXCLAMATION MARK;Po;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;;

Line breaking properties:
All character proposed here behave in this regard like U+0021 EXCLAMATION MARK.

3. References
[1] Bazin, Hervé: Plumons l'oiseau. Paris 1966
Other references are given directly in the figure legends.
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4. Examples and Figures
Fig. 1: From [1], p. 142. Showing the explanation of the punctuation marks proposed here.

Fig. 2: ibid., p. 143. Showing sample applications of the proposed punctuation marks, besides
the question mark and the (simple) exclamation mark. (According to the rules of French
typography, there is a space inserted before all such punctuation marks.)
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Fig. 3: Retrieved 2011-06-11 from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irony_punctuation

Fig. 4: Retrieved 2011-06-11 from http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ponctuation_non_standard

Fig. 5: Images retrieved 2011-06-11 from Wikimedia commons, showing italic glyphs for 5 of
the 6 characters proposed here (a comparable glyph for the proposed EXCLAMATION
MARK WITH TIE OVERLAY was not found). The images were uploaded by the Wikipedia
user "Sakurambo" 2007-07-30 and are used in some of the examples in the following
figures. The exact links for the 5 images are:
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Point_d%27amour.svg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Point_de_certitude.svg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Point_d%27autorit%C3%A9.svg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Point_d%27acclamation.svg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Point_de_doute.svg
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Fig. 6: Retrieved 2011-06-11 from:
http://kuhnel.wordpress.com/2010/08/26/unicodes-sad-lack-of-intellectual-smileys/
In the last line, the EXCLAMATION MARK WITH CROSSBAR is used as intended.

Fig. 7: Excerpt from p.22 of: Méron, Jean: "En Question: La Grammaire Typographique.
Ètude critique". La Ferté-sous-Jouarre, 1998. — Retrieved 2010-01-15 from:
http://listetypo.free.fr/meron/new/Gramtypo.pdf
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Fig. 8: Retrieved 2011-06-11 from:
http://www.itwaslost.org/2009/05/interrobang-irony-mark-lincolns.html

Fig. 9: Retrieved 2011-06-11 from:
http://wehrintheworld.blogspot.com/2011/03/you-did-what-thats-cool.html
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Fig. 10: Retrieved 2011-06-11 from:
http://cerebralboinkfest.blogspot.com/2010/11/marks-for-snarks.html

Fig. 11: Retrieved 2011-06-11 from: http://castalie.over-blog.com/article-18820586.html
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Please read Principles and Procedures Document (P & P) from http://www.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/principles.html for
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A. Administrative
1. Title:

Revised Proposal to encode six punctuation characters introduced by Hervé
Bazin in the UCS

Mykyta Yevstifeyev, Karl Pentzlin
2. Requester's name:
3. Requester type (Member body/Liaison/Individual contribution):
Individual Contribution
June 12, 2011
4. Submission date:
5. Requester's reference (if applicable):
6. Choose one of the following:
Yes
This is a complete proposal:
(or) More information will be provided later:
B. Technical – General
1. Choose one of the following:
No
a. This proposal is for a new script (set of characters):
Proposed name of script:
Yes
b. The proposal is for addition of character(s) to an existing block:
Supplemental Punctuation
Name of the existing block:
6
2. Number of characters in proposal:
3. Proposed category (select one from below - see section 2.2 of P&P document):
A-Contemporary
B.1-Specialized (small collection)
X
B.2-Specialized (large collection)
C-Major extinct
D-Attested extinct
E-Minor extinct
F-Archaic Hieroglyphic or Ideographic
G-Obscure or questionable usage symbols
Yes
4. Is a repertoire including character names provided?
a. If YES, are the names in accordance with the “character naming guidelines”
Yes
in Annex L of P&P document?
Yes
b. Are the character shapes attached in a legible form suitable for review?
5. Fonts related:
a. Who will provide the appropriate computerized font to the Project Editor of 10646 for publishing the
standard?
http://www.pentzlin.com/HerveBazinPunctuation1.ttf
b. Identify the party granting a license for use of the font by the editors (include address, e-mail, ftp-site, etc.):
The font is released into the Public Domain
6. References:
Yes
a. Are references (to other character sets, dictionaries, descriptive texts etc.) provided?
b. Are published examples of use (such as samples from newspapers, magazines, or other sources)
Yes
of proposed characters attached?
7. Special encoding issues:
Does the proposal address other aspects of character data processing (if applicable) such as input,
No
presentation, sorting, searching, indexing, transliteration etc. (if yes please enclose information)?
8. Additional Information:
Submitters are invited to provide any additional information about Properties of the proposed Character(s) or Script
that will assist in correct understanding of and correct linguistic processing of the proposed character(s) or script.
Examples of such properties are: Casing information, Numeric information, Currency information, Display behaviour
information such as line breaks, widths etc., Combining behaviour, Spacing behaviour, Directional behaviour, Default
Collation behaviour, relevance in Mark Up contexts, Compatibility equivalence and other Unicode normalization
related information. See the Unicode standard at http://www.unicode.org for such information on other scripts. Also
see Unicode Character Database ( http://www.unicode.org/reports/tr44/ ) and associated Unicode Technical Reports
HTU
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for information needed for consideration by the Unicode Technical Committee for inclusion in the Unicode Standard.
C. Technical - Justification
No
1. Has this proposal for addition of character(s) been submitted before?
If YES explain
2. Has contact been made to members of the user community (for example: National Body,
Yes
user groups of the script or characters, other experts, etc.)?
One
of
the
authors
(M.
Ye.)
is
himself
a
member
of
the
user
community
If YES, with whom?
If YES, available relevant documents:
3. Information on the user community for the proposed characters (for example:
Yes
size, demographics, information technology use, or publishing use) is included?
Typographers and specialists discussing typography and history of punctuation
Reference:
Limited
4. The context of use for the proposed characters (type of use; common or rare)
see text
Reference:
5. Are the proposed characters in current use by the user community?
Yes
see text
If YES, where? Reference:
6. After giving due considerations to the principles in the P&P document must the proposed characters be entirely
Yes
in the BMP?
Yes
If YES, is a rationale provided?
The proposed characters should go in the Supplemental Punctuation,
If YES, reference:
which is only available in the BMP
Yes
7. Should the proposed characters be kept together in a contiguous range (rather than being scattered)?
8. Can any of the proposed characters be considered a presentation form of an existing
No
character or character sequence?
If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?
If YES, reference:
9. Can any of the proposed characters be encoded using a composed character sequence of either
No
existing characters or other proposed characters?
If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?
If YES, reference:
10. Can any of the proposed character(s) be considered to be similar (in appearance or function)
No
to an existing character?
If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?
If YES, reference:
No
11. Does the proposal include use of combining characters and/or use of composite sequences?
If YES, is a rationale for such use provided?
If YES, reference:
Is a list of composite sequences and their corresponding glyph images (graphic symbols) provided?
If YES, reference:
12. Does the proposal contain characters with any special properties such as
No
control function or similar semantics?
If YES, describe in detail (include attachment if necessary)

13. Does the proposal contain any Ideographic compatibility characters?
If YES, are the equivalent corresponding unified ideographic characters identified?
If YES, reference:

No
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