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The Unicode Standard Tamil credit sign, U+0BF7 (Varavu, வர� sign) sign shape is well established in 
Unicode compliant fonts for many years. Several Tamil scholarly conferences have been conducted by 
Govt. of Tamil Nadu and Universities, and 100s of scholars, officials, and the public of the Tamil 
populations use the current shape for U+0BF7. It is available in theses, dissertations, Govt. documents, 
newspapers etc … and involves visually the letter, VA (வ) 

Reading Mr. Sharma's L2/12-106 document, he has requested the glyph change for Tamil debit sign, 
U+0BF6 (patru, பற்�), to indicate the presence of the letter, PA (ப) visually in its glyph shape (pg. 3, 

L2/106) and shown just that sign from  G. U. Pope’s 1855 book. However, S. Sharma has not shown the 
glyph shape for U+0BF7 right next to the debit sign available in the same book and also in several other 
scholarly works. Hence this note documenting the U+0BF7 (Varavu) sign showing visually the letter VA 
(வ) in all the Printed publications for more than 150+ years. Here are the references from well-known 

publications showing debit sign U+0BF6 showing the letter, PA (ப) and credit sign U+0BF7 showing the 

letter VA (வ). See Figures 1, 2 & 3 for published shapes for U+0BF6 and U+0BF6 respectively. 

In case, TUS Editorial committee desires any change in the U+0BF6 (debit sign) and U+0BF7 (credit 
sign) from the widely used Unicode compliant Tamil fonts, it is requested that the Published books’ glyphs 
be used which explicitly contain the letters, PA and VA respectively. It is important to recognize that 
L2/106 glyph shape is just hand-written, and is NOT from any Published works of 19th or 20th centuries. 

In Appendix A, Tamil shapes for different signs showing the vertical bar at the end as in U+0BF7 are 
documented. 
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Figure 1. Tamil debit and credit signs, showing letters PA and VA respectively      

(Dr. G. U. Pope, 1855)    



 

 

Figure 2. Tamil credit sign – Glyph shape, from Page 976, Myron Winslow, A 

comprehensive Tamil – English dictionary. Madras, 1862. 



 

Figure 3. Tamil Credit Sign 

From Page 53, South Indian scripts in Sanskrit manuscripts and prints : Grantha Tamil 

- Malayalam - Telugu - Kannada – Nandinagari by Reinhold Grünendahl,        

Wiesbaden : Harrassowitz, 2001 
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Appendix A: Tamil signs showing Vertical bars. 

 

 

Figure A-1. Tamil signs used in Kerala. Note the Vertical bars. 

(Pg. 28, Dr. L. A. Ravi Varma, Pracheena Kerala Lipikal, 1934 (1st edition) 

 




