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The Unicode Standard Tamil credit sign, U+0OBF7 (Varavu, 6MIJ&) sign) sign shape is well established in

Unicode compliant fonts for many years. Several Tamil scholarly conferences have been conducted by
Govt. of Tamil Nadu and Universities, and 100s of scholars, officials, and the public of the Tamil
populations use the current shape for U+0BF7. It is available in theses, dissertations, Govt. documents,

newspapers etc ... and involves visually the letter, VA (61)

Reading Mr. Sharma's L2/12-106 document, he has requested the glyph change for Tamil debit sign,
U+0BF6 (patru, uﬁ)gu), to indicate the presence of the letter, PA (U) visually in its glyph shape (pg. 3,

L2/106) and shown just that sign from G. U. Pope’s 1855 book. However, S. Sharma has not shown the

glyph shape for U+0BF7 right next to the debit sign available in the same book and also in several other
scholarly works. Hence this note documenting the U+0BF7 (Varavu) sign showing visually the letter VA

(6) in all the Printed publications for more than 150+ years. Here are the references from well-known
publications showing debit sign U+0BF6 showing the letter, PA (1) and credit sign U+0BF7 showing the
letter VA (6M). See Figures 1, 2 & 3 for published shapes for U+OBF6 and U+0BF6 respectively.

In case, TUS Editorial committee desires any change in the U+0OBF6 (debit sign) and U+0BF7 (credit
sign) from the widely used Unicode compliant Tamil fonts, it is requested that the Published books’ glyphs
be used which explicitly contain the letters, PA and VA respectively. It is important to recognize that
L2/106 glyph shape is just hand-written, and is NOT from any Published works of 19" or 20" centuries.

In Appendix A, Tamil shapes for different signs showing the vertical bar at the end as in U+0BF7 are
documented.
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Appendix 1

14 INTRODUCTION
viii. The following abbreviations and signs-are in use :—
senQ & yer@ew Cavel Bren
wel cultivation dry cultivation  a land measure curyent
& Ly of ]
wrFD Cs8 a/map b Beoth
month day year ground
7 4 a. @3 or [V £
Tami Danit Sion upp e B vy ey
with letter PA received receipts |l ith letter VA
5 4 o, =
Cupuig. ) & arrser
aforesaid money cash a pagoda
> 4 .- e
esLmi Qurar &Qd aanrs @i
rupes 10 fanams a yard until
@™ or Za - @ & or @
e4 %S ) oL
a square yard total an anna a pie
- T 'b et
eswon Raarern Qrevgy &evrd
belonging to more or less paddy a measure
P -3 - 9 e
- BresPal @ore @orsow@i s Wy
a polite title for a junior most konourable, a #itle e wy
rf &—gf™

(for »dja-¢ri)

“A Handbook of the Tamil Language — TAMIL HAND BOOK" -

Rev. G.U.Pope (1855)
{Refer - 5th AES Reprint page 14 for above symbols)

Figure 1. Tamil debit and credit signs, showing letters PA and VA respectively

(Dr. G. U. Pope, 1855)



= INDIAN ABBREVIATIONS.

HED raeriarii e An 8nD8 ....ceeeeeinnnnn

1 LIGIFLD: sanavans PP (1111 Y &
HEDTLOM v vannes e L L R TR LRLTT Ty ' & ]
HETD cennrens TR - 11 LR 1T P T '-‘f“@ """ [ECEXERRTRERIEES wo marcals....cc00e e,
‘gA,......................Total...................,, unnw.......................Aclnndy............‘.....
. 1 B seesiiesresasssassssAtitloof rank..vouuneeas,
Do Bom.cieieiniinniglpereis i b sl
Q@g‘nﬂ..................Eightmnrcahu............ HErQFL ereuraeneess Ml ry.eu VRELON. 5 0 0'0:mimic wiw

Bé@@ed.....oirerees .. Five marcals..

PR

weveesaTen fanams.....ocvueeends,

SE0LDres ereereasrnssers-ao A kalam.... eevsnyrbsnaias .
[-777 7 RO cesssss What is spent.....oiverees
SME senssanernan weesessssss AcaBh.iesceminianiiiniae .
177 SN aii B AL TR TR PRTEP PP )
teveerasesell CAWDEY carsoe cosnonoces
.u:pr;prﬂ,._ " .,...,u.u-l’x---"-..... ....... srans

IDTEFLD v vapseenssennsneesescA monthe oouians,s
pEsTeafl. it e
@PEM e vrreraiinienreinss o From the first ....

.

QEELD. crearnsnrernsessre A yard

B T UBHL summsegeengsemumens Y e SO, .

aa@‘e:n..,......,..........Long lived. s .ovverannsans cmﬁ,uq;.._._..._..........Above g8ids cavece cessosse
csf..... ..................gate....................-. @uw}.._....,,.....,,,....A TUPEE ...y ssene cnnes -
,@Q;,&, ,,,,,,, veresssssss Wet cultivation. seeees cuus QIEDSWIN vovseronanast wesseBelonging to.cooonuiianins

Vi e e aee A pumber...,...,-. D orasncseposssos ssssssssONATEBLeastianrsasssssse

wessees Receipts...ioiaesinsacaas

LA pagoda. e iee

@FNlerePrironsc PRI FPEE "

¢
L
T N N R L L

D Y T L N £ LR

. Note.—This Dictionary contains more than 67,000 words, and Rottler's nearly 37,000, In the former are 67.452, and in
the latter 36,901; making 30,551 more in this work than in Rottler's. The proportion of Primaries and Secondaries is about
the same in each; this Dictionary having 22,214 Primaries of which 7,944 are Sanscrit, and 45,238 Secondaries, and Rottler’s
having 12,168 Primaries and 24,733 Becondaries.

Figure 2. Tamil credit sign - Glyph shape, from Page 976, Myron Winslow, A

comprehensive Tamil - English dictionary. Madras, 1862.
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TAMIL 53
B Tn_ - GL UMD what is spent

e - 6D charge

Qg = 6L 6L receipts

— Agriculture etc.

ko ~ 6D salt pan

Qe ) - 6\56'\)@1 paddy

[ﬁ&m' =)IT 66T O1F LI wet cultivation

ﬁ"’ - ﬁ 6VLD ground

Ll - 1| 65T O LI dry cultivation

— Anglo-Indian Currency

dn_ = &M a Cash

() - L_I6OOT LD a Fanam = 80 Cash
6 - BV 60T ten Fanams

6. M- _ 6 60T a Pagoda= 42 Fanams
L - 60T a Paisa or Pie

A = <91 600K an Anna

Figure 3. Tamil Credit Sign

From Page 53, South Indian scripts in Sanskrit manuscripts and prints : Grantha Tamil

- Malayalam - Telugu - Kannada - Nandinagari by Reinhold Grunendahl,
Wiesbaden : Harrassowitz, 2001
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Appendix A: Tamil signs showing Vertical bars.

aiq - (aflgo)

slos)
a15g10Q (as5aSl08)

a8 lomoo

a1 le@0o0o

atlwomo (d}:o@@h}:ﬂ)

@60 (eewn.ﬂ@omo)

aﬂmmo

- oD\

W1-—
Uy
g
v
LoV O
| o
(Fo
AJVy—
SV
L

Mostly Tamil forms sssige mald @aieoew” 3 (Travancore) coalmogd.

Figure A-1. Tamil signs used in Kerala. Note the Vertical bars.

(Pg. 28, Dr. L. A. Ravi Varma, Pracheena Kerala Lipikal, 1934 (1* edition)





