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Background

Previously in 2013 a proposal by Banafunzi et al. (L2/13-178)" requested five Arabic script
character to be encoded for Bravanese (Chimini). During UTC meeting #137 in November 2013,

encoding of these five characters were discussed and four of them were accepted for encoding
2.

08B6;ARABIC LETTER BEH WITH SMALL MEEM ABOVE
08B7;ARABIC LETTER PEH WITH SMALL MEEM ABOVE
08B9;ARABIC LETTER REH WITH SMALL NOON ABOVE
08BA;ARABIC LETTER YEH WITH TWO DOTS BELOW AND SMALL NOON ABOVE

Since information provided for a fifth character (ARABIC LETTER TEH WITH CURL) was not
adequate for encoding purposes, the UTC decided to postpone encoding the character until
receiving the needed information.

Objective

The objective of this document is to provide the missing information and propose this additional
character to be incorporated into the Unicode Standard.

Discussion

The character originally proposed by Banafunzi et al. as ARABIC LETTER TEH WITH CURL
appears as an Arabic letter - with an added curl added by hand under the dots of typesetted
letter:

! Banafunzi, Banafunzi, and Nuur. (L2/13-178)
2 Pournader, “Proposal to encode four Arabic characters for Bravanese”.
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Research by Banafunzi and Vianello® notes this character among adaptations to Arabic letters
to express sounds specific to Chimini language and describes it as “c with another small
above it”.
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In the introduction to The Arabic Script in Africa® (in which the work of Banafunzi and Vianello
appears), Mumin and Versteegh name the character “ t3’ with superimposed ta’” and provide

the following shape for it:
-

Considering these information, the authors propose this character to be encoded with
properties as provided in the following sections.

Properties

UnicodeData.txt

ArabicShaping.txt

08B8; DOTLESS BEH WITH TEH ABOVE; D; BEH

* Banafunzi and Vianello, pp. 302, 309.
* Mumin and Versteegh, p. 15.
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