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Request to change the representative glyph of 

MALAYALAM VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC RR 

Srinidhi A and Sridatta A 

Tumakuru, Karnataka, India 

srinidhi.pinkpetals24@gmail.com, sridatta.jamadagni@gmail.com 

16 July 2015 

 

The character 0D44 MALAYALAM VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC RR was proposed by L2/05-309 and 

currently encoded as:  

 

However the proposed and currently used glyph in code chart neither exists in Malayalam script and 

nor attestations were provided in the proposal for the glyph. Attestations in proposal were based on 

traditional Malayalam as given below: 

 

The given character is used in Sanskrit texts. The correct the glyph of the character is ◌ൄ and it is 

derived from 11344 GRANTHA VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC RR ◌ൄ. Since font developers and non-

native users use the glyph as given in the code chart, it is necessary that most appropriate glyph 

should be employed. In traditional Malayalam the glyph marginally differs from reformed Malayalam 

and it ligates with the consonant. It is requested that for representation in Code chart, the reformed 

glyph be used as other vowel signs in the code chart are depicted in Reformed script. 

It is hence requested that the original glyph based on attestations in this document be used for 

Malayalam Sign Vocalic RR. 

Proposed glyph: 
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Attestations 

 

 

Figure 1: Manuscript of Vyakarana showing the use of glyph, folio no.38 (from Endangered 

Archives
1
 no. AP208/15/31) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2:  Forms of glyph in both traditional and reformed Malayalam (from Grammatica Grandonica 

2013: pp 16)  

                                                           
1
 http://eap.bl.uk/database/overview_item.a4d?catId=43889;r=1416  
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Figure 3:  Use of the character Vowel Sign Vocalic RR (from Grünendahl 2001: pp 77) 
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Figure 4:  Use of the character Vowel Sign Vocalic RR (from Grünendahl 2001: pp 86) 
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Figure 5: Excerpt from a book showing the use of character (from Amaduzzi 1772: pp 33) 
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Figure 6: Excerpt from a book showing the use of character (from Amaduzzi 1772: pp 36) 
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Figure 7: Use of the character in Grammar of the Malabar Language. (from Drummond 1799: pp 6) 
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Figure 8: Use of the character in Grammar of the Malabar Language. (from Drummond 1799: pp 8) 
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Figure 9: Excerpt from a book showing the use of glyph (from Grammatica Grandonica 2013: pp 49) 
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