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The following two characters are proposed for inclusion in the ‘Buginese’ block in the BMP:

Glyph Code Character name

◌  1A1C BUGINESE SIGN VIRAMA-1

◌  1A1D BUGINESE SIGN VIRAMA-2

The characters are assigned to the final two remaining code points in the block (see the accompanying code
chart). As the VIRAMA signs are basic characters used by several Buginese-based orthographies, it is practical
to encode them in the BMP and not in a future supplementary block in a different plane. Names for the
characters are open to discussion.

A VIRAMA sign was included in Michael Everson’s proposals from 2003 for encoding Buginese. It was
stated in L2/03-191 that Buginese does not have a native VIRAMA, but that a pair of modern typographers
had invented the character ◌̲ in order to indicate a bare consonant. This character was included in the
proposed repertoire. Later in 2003, Daniel Kai submitted a brief overview of Buginese that showed usage
of the sign ◌̆ for (see L2/03-254; also figure 4 here). The document describes the sign as a modern
innovation. In a revised proposal Everson introduces ◌ aंs yet another form of VIRAMA that had been created
by users (see L2/03-320R). This form replaced the previously proposed ◌̲ as the glyph for VIRAMA in the
revised repertoire.

Ultimately, Buginese was encoded without a VIRAMA. The rationale for this decision is not immediately
known to me. However, there is evidence that Buginese VIRAMA signs have been used traditionally in
regional Buginese orthographies and that they are not simply modern innovations. The is used in
the Bima, Ende, Sumbawa varieties of the script, and as previously stated, in some modern Bugis contexts.
There are two distinctive forms of the sign, which exhibit consistency across script varieties. The sign ◌  is
used in Sumbawa (figures 1, 2) and modern Bugis (figures 3, 4). The sign ◌  is used in Ende (see figure 5)
and Bima (see figure 6). Both are purely vowel-silencing signs.

The evidence strongly supports the encoding of the two forms of VIRAMA for Buginese. Glyphic variants of
these forms may exist and should be unified with the proposed characters.

1



Proposal to encode VIRAMA signs for Buginese Anshuman Pandey

1 Character Data

Character properties In the format of UnicodeData.txt:

1A1C;BUGINESE SIGN VIRAMA-1;Mn;9;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1A1D;BUGINESE SIGN VIRAMA-2;Mn;9;L;;;;;N;;;;;

Linebreaking In the format of LineBreak.txt:

1A1C..1A1D;CM # Mn [2] BUGINESE SIGN VIRAMA-1..BUGINESE SIGN VIRAMA-2

Syllabic categories In the format of IndicSyllabicCategory.txt:

# Indic_Syllabic_Category=Pure_Killer

1A1C..1A1D ; Pure_Killer # Mn [2] BUGINESE SIGN VIRAMA-1..BUGINESE SIGN VIRAMA-2

Positional categories In the format of IndicPositionalCategory.txt:

# Indic_Positional_Category=Top

1A1C..1A1D ; Top # Mn [2] BUGINESE SIGN VIRAMA-1..BUGINESE SIGN VIRAMA-2
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This script is also known as Lontara.

Consonants
1A00 ᨀ BUGINESE LETTER KA
1A01 ᨁ BUGINESE LETTER GA
1A02 ᨂ BUGINESE LETTER NGA
1A03 ᨃ BUGINESE LETTER NGKA
1A04 ᨄ BUGINESE LETTER PA
1A05 ᨅ BUGINESE LETTER BA
1A06 ᨆ BUGINESE LETTER MA
1A07 ᨇ BUGINESE LETTER MPA
1A08 ᨈ BUGINESE LETTER TA
1A09 ᨉ BUGINESE LETTER DA
1A0A ᨊ BUGINESE LETTER NA
1A0B ᨋ BUGINESE LETTER NRA
1A0C ᨌ BUGINESE LETTER CA
1A0D ᨍ BUGINESE LETTER JA
1A0E ᨎ BUGINESE LETTER NYA
1A0F ᨏ BUGINESE LETTER NYCA
1A10 ᨐ BUGINESE LETTER YA
1A11 ᨑ BUGINESE LETTER RA
1A12 ᨒ BUGINESE LETTER LA
1A13 ᨓ BUGINESE LETTER VA
1A14 ᨔ BUGINESE LETTER SA
1A15 ᨕ BUGINESE LETTER A
1A16 ᨖ BUGINESE LETTER HA

Vowels
1A17 $ ᨗ BUGINESE VOWEL SIGN I
1A18 $ ᨘ BUGINESE VOWEL SIGN U
1A19 $ ᨙ BUGINESE VOWEL SIGN E
1A1A $ᨚ BUGINESE VOWEL SIGN O
1A1B $ ᨛ BUGINESE VOWEL SIGN AE

Virama signs
Used for silencing the inherent vowel of a consonant. 
1A1C $  BUGINESE SIGN VIRAMA-1

• used in Bugis and Sumbawa
1A1D $  BUGINESE SIGN VIRAMA-2

• used in Ende and Bima

Various signs
1A1E ᨞ BUGINESE PALLAWA
1A1F ᨟ BUGINESE END OF SECTION

Printed using UniBook™
(http://www.unicode.org/unibook/)
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Figure 1: Usage of the proposed character ◌  BUGINESE SIGN VIRAMA-1 on road signs printed in the
Sumbawa style of Buginese (from Shirohara 2014).
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Figure 2: Title page of a Sumbawa script primer showing usage of the proposed ◌  BUGINESE SIGN
VIRAMA-1 (from Shirohara 2014).

5



Proposal to encode VIRAMA signs for Buginese Anshuman Pandey

Figure 3: The proposed ◌  BUGINESE SIGN VIRAMA-1 used in modern Bugis (from Everson 2003a).
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Figure 4: Description of a VIRAMA used in modern Buginese (from Kai 2003). The character is
identical to the ◌  BUGINESE SIGN VIRAMA-1 being proposed for encoding.
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Figure 5: Form of VIRAMA used in Ende (from van Suchtelen 1921: 225), which corresponds to
the proposed ◌  BUGINESE SIGN VIRAMA-2.
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Source: http://aksaradinusantara.com/2015/08/contoh-penulisan-mbojo/

Figure 6: Form of VIRAMA used in Bima. The character is a version of the proposed ◌  BUGINESE
SIGN VIRAMA-2 that is slightly rotated counter-clockwise. It is sufficiently similar in form and
function to be considered a glyphic variant of the proposed character.
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