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Request to change the glyphs of 

Brahmi vowel signs Vocalic R and Vocalic RR 

Srinidhi A and Sridatta A 

Tumakuru, India 

srinidhi.pinkpetals24@gmail.com, sridatta.jamadagni@gmail.com 

 

November 5, 2016 

1 Introduction  

This document requests to change the representative glyphs of 1103E BRAHMI VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC R 

and 1103F BRAHMI VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC RR. These two characters are currently depicted in the Code 

chart as follows: 

 

2 Proposed glyphs 

1103E BRAHMI VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC R-  

1103F BRAHMI VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC RR-   

3 Background 

The Document N3491 (L2/07-342) “Proposal for the Encoding of Brāhmī in Plane 1 of ISO/IEC 10646” by 

Stefan Baums and Andrew Glass stated that Vocalic R and its vowel sign are later additions to Brahmi to 

represent Sanskrit. 

However the vowel signs of Vocalic R and Vocalic RR are found in Sanskrit and Sanskritised Prakrit 

inscriptions from first century CE in Brahmi script. The current glyphs are based on evolved forms of 

northern variety around fourth century CE. 

In Northern variety the vowel sign of r̥ became more curved and later reversed its direction towards 

right. The evolution of the vowel sign in northern variety of Brahmi is explained below in the letter ‘kr̥’ 

(1st-5th century  CE).  
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The southern Indian scripts retained leftward direction and curve became more graceful and 

broadened. (See figure 6) 

It is further noted that all vowel signs in Ashokan Brahmi are composed of horizontal and vertical lines. 

In similar way, the proposed glyphs are also composed of horizontal lines having commonality with 

other vowel signs. 

It is requested to change the glyph of these two characters to match their earliest attestations, which 

are predecessor of these vowel signs in both northern and southern scripts. 
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6 Attestations 

 

 

Figure 1. An inscription from Kanhiara,Himachal Pradesh showing the Vowel Sign Vocalic R in word 

‘Kr̥ṣṇa’ dated 90 CE (from Vogel 1902-03). 

 

 

 

Figure 2. A chart showing varieties of early BRAHMI VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC R (from the IndoSkript 

project). 
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Figure 3. A Sanskrit inscription from Nashik showing BRAHMI VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC R dated first-second 

century CE (from Ojha 1959). 
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Figure 4. A chart from the “Kosam Yupa inscription” in Sanskrit language of first century CE, showing 

BRAHMI VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC R (from the IndoSkript project). 

 

 

Figure 5. A chart showing early varieties of BRAHMI VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC RR (from the IndoSkript 

project).
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Figure 6. Development of VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC R in North and South Indian scripts from Brahmi.(from 

Sivaramamurti 1948: 78). 
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Figure 7. BRAHMI VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC R with the glyph (from Kanniyan 1960: 8). 
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