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1. Introduction

Gongche notation (L JUi%/ T N5E) is a traditional musical notation method, once popular in
ancient China, and now it’s used in Chinese local operas, especially in Kunqu Opera (2 #fi/& i),
Yueju Opera (% J&|/% 1) and so on. It uses the symbols like Chinese ideographs to represent
musical notes. It was named after two of the Chinese ideographs that were used to represent
musical notes, namely "T." gong and "JX" ché.

Many symbols for Gongche Notation have exactly the same appearances with Chinese ideographs,
so the vast majority of them could be used isomorphic ideographs to indicate. Hong Kong SAR
submitted two ideographs which are just used in the lyrics of Yueju Opera as UNCs in

IRGN1405R.
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Fig. 1 H-87D2 & H-87D6 in IRGN1405R
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Chinese character used 1n the
lyrics of Cantonese opera (52
Hh L= 7F). Sample is
shown in Annex III.

Cantonese opera 1s regarded
as a cultural heritage of the
People’s Republic of China
(seehttp://www.gov.cn/zwgk/2
006-06/02/content_297946.ht
m).
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The characters for Gongche Notation used in Yueju Opera have been included in Unicode, please

see Table 1.
Table 1 The Characters for Gongche Notation Used in Yueju Opera
! 2 3 4 5 6 7
{5 R 1T {1 &) + Z
U+4EE9 U+4F2C U+4EDC U+4EEE U+ 5408 U+ 58EB U+4E59
1 2 3 4 S 6 7
s R T & 75 fi 10
U+4E0A U+5C3A U+ 5DES U+53CD U+516D U+4E9%4 | U+224BC
i 2 3 4 5 6
A iR AT {1 7 i
U+751F U+9FC8 | U+224C1 | U+224C9 | U+224CC | U+9FC9

The characters for Gongche Notation used in Yueju Opera are different with the characters for

classical Gongche Notation. Two theoretical characters have been uncoded in Unicode. It can be

learned that the two characters {I: & /. should be included in CJK Unified Ideograph like R &




i from the past experience in IRG, but I don’t think they can be as UNCs.

Although I can’t find the two characters 1I: & /. in any Chinese opera scripts, they are very useful
for teaching in reality.

I suggest that the two ideographs 1I: & {/l could be added to UAX #45 as a U-source ideograph.

This document shows their glyphs, IDSes and evidences.



2. Proposed Characters

U +2FF0,U + 5F73,U+51E1

Glyph IDS kRSUnicode | FS | U-Source Number
/ HE
60.3 2 UTC-03074
U+2FF0,U+ 5F73,U+4E0OA
/ """" 1 M
/f 60.3 3 UTC-03075




3. Evidences
BXIGeRE (Zhao Xiaonan): (L RIEHEHEHME) , Jbnt: AR & R H R (Beijing: People's

Music Publishing House), 2014, ISBN 978-7-103-04558-9, p. 3

TR#F | R, T, R, 5 i -
migEm 1 2 3 1 ? ¢ !
[Rig7 | L R r, R, & Mmoo
w1 2 3 4 5 | 8 | 1
TR#F| Lk R | x R A | & z
mEs | 1 2 3 4 5 | 6 7
TR | Ak R T i1 X % z
TR 5 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
TR#F | |1k iR i i 1% 1z
| 1 5 3 i 5 6 7

FRHE 77 (Chen Genfang): (' [E T RIEAIEFSLHFFL)  (Research on Digitization of Chinese

Gongche Notation), b K 2=18 4224713 (Shanghai University Doctoral Dissertation), 2011,

p. 6
1.2 BEAE PRI — AR AN S R
ESEF T RIZITR]x]E]=
Ev () Ae—rAEEF [{E [ fR [4T [ {4 | 4 [ 48 |19
TE—ANEEF |4k | 4R |47 |[A] | 4 | 4| | 42
ey e AEER | LI RIT[ AN E[Z
7 e EBF | &£ | R | T | R |~ | & | &
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