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2. Discussion
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The set of seven CC license symbols are in use to describe a variety of functions, permissions,
and concepts related to intellectual property.

Since their introduction in 2002, the CC license symbols have achieved ubiquitous use across
web platforms, creation tools, and search engines. The symbols are used to describe at least
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1.2 billion works across more than 9 million websites in over 85 countries (for details on the
growth and ubiquity of use, see [1] and [2]).

The initial set of CC license symbols (Creative Commons, ShareAlike, Noncommercial,
NoDerivatives) was introduced in 2002. The Attribution symbol, as proposed here, was
introduced in 2006. The CCO symbol was introduced in 2009, and the Public Domain symbol
was introduced in 2010. (For details on history and origin of symbols see [3] and [4].)

The Creative Commons symbol (double-c letterforms in a circle) was designed to work as
efficiently on the printed page as on a web page, video credit crawl, or signage. It was designed
to be evoked with a keyboard [e.g. (CC)], and to be easy to draw and re-create free-hand. Its
design is inspired by the © symbol. Like the © symbol, its primary design is exactly specified (c
letterform in a circle), while in current text forms may be used resembling the font design.

Similarly, the other symbols in the set (Attribution, ShareAlike, Noncommercial, NoDerivatives,
CCO0, Public Domain) were designed to be efficiently evoked as part of the same system (some
graphic form within a circle). Their primary designs are exactly specified, while in current text
forms may be used resembling the font design.

The designs in current text forms is shown in figs. 1-4.

Adding these symbols to UCS would enable text interchange in a variety of platforms, as
demonstrated in figs. 5-7.

In these examples, you see some variation in size, font, and placement, which is common for ©
symbol as well.

The universality of the symbols was confirmed to us by their acquisition into the Modern Museum of Art’s
(MoMA) permanent collection, featured alongside symbols already in UCS: the @ symbol and the

International Symbol for Recycling (£¢) (for details see [5]).

Tables such as [6] show the CC license symbols being the only IP symbols in use which have
dedicated signs that cannot be represented in UCS.

3. Complete outline of CC license symbols

Name Character(s) Annex L Name | Additional explanation

Creative Commons CREATIVE This symbol is used to indicate a
COMMONS license is a Creative Commons
SYMBOL license. It is also used to indicate

the reservation of some
copyrights. It is also used more
broadly to indicate the concept of
a commons of creative works.




Attribution

ATTRIBUTION
SYMBOL

This symbol is used to specify
the attribution condition of a CC
license. It is also used to indicate
the specific CC Attribution (CC
BY) license. It is also used more
broadly to indicate the concept of
attribution, or credit.

ShareAlike

SHARE - ALIKE
SYMBOL

This symbol is used to specify
the ShareAlike condition of a CC
license. Itis also used in
combination with other symbols
to indicate one of the ShareAlike
CC licenses. It is also used more
broadly to represent the concept
of share alike in the non-software
creative community (requiring
any derivative work to be shared
under the same terms).

NoDerivatives

NO -
DERIVATIVES
SYMBOL

This symbol is used to specify
the NoDerivatives condition of a
CC license. ltis also used in
combination with other symbols
to indicate one of the
NoDerivatives CC licenses. Itis
also used more broadly to
represent the concept that no
derivative works (no remix or
adaptations) are allowed.

Noncommercial

NON -
COMMERCIAL
SYMBOL

This symbol is used to indicate
the NonCommercial condition of
a CC license. Itis also used in
combination with other symbols
to indicate one of the
NonCommercial CC licenses. It
is also used more broadly to
represent the concept that no
commercial use may be made of
a work without permission.

CCO (read “zero”)

© @ O

CCO SYMBOL

This symbol is used to specify
the CCO public domain
dedication. It is also used to
indicate the proactive surrender
of copyright before the term of
copyright expires, or “no rights
reserved.”

Public Domain

@

PUBLIC
DOMAIN
SYMBOL

This symbol is used to specify
the CC Public Domain Mark. It is
also used to indicate the public
domain status, or absence of
copyright, on a work worldwide.
It is also used more broadly to




represent the concept that a
work is in the worldwide public
domain and free to use without
any constraints related to
copyright.

4. References

[1] 2016 State of the Commons report

The 2016 State of the Commons report demonstrates the growth of the commons over time and
the use of the CC license symbols to tag and describe works in the commons. The full report is
available at https://stateof.creativecommons.org/2016/.

1 » 2
CREATIVE COMMONS LICENSED WORKS
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400,000,000,
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[2] Fonts incorporating CC license symbols

Here we present examples of user-developed fonts that incorporate the CC license symbols for
use within various communities.

This font developed by user Ricardo Barros provides scalable vector for CC license symbols
that can be customized for size and color via CSS: http://cc-icons.github.io/. The project itself is
licensed under a CC BY license with source code licensed under the MIT license.




This font package by user Michael Ummels provides the means to typeset CC license symbols
within the standard academic typesetting system: https://www.ctan.org/tex-
archive/fonts/ccicons. It is a good demonstration of the use and application of CC license
symbols within that community.

The CC symbol has also been incorporated into Font Awesome, a project that provides useful
icons for use in websites: http://fontawesome.io/icon/creative-commons/. This project
demonstrates wider demand for the use and application of CC license symbols around the web.
The Font Awesome project itself is openly licensed, with documentation under the CC BY
license.

In addition, Creative Commons developed a font for use by its community which is available at
http://mirrors.creativecommons.org/presskit/cc-icons.ttf.

[3] Timeline of introductions of the CC licenses:
https://creativecommons.org/about/history/

[4] Origin of the design of CC license symbols:
https:/medium.com/@creativecommons/a-masterwork-in-simplicity-the-story-of-the-cc-
logo-7e2e231a26e7

[5] MoMA’s acquisition of the CC license symbols into its permanent collection

In March 2015, the Modern Museum of Art (MoMA) in New York acquired the CC license
symbols into its permanent collection, and debuted the acquisition in an exhibit entitled, “This Is
for Everyone: Design Experiments for the Common Good.” The symbols were featured
alongside symbols already in UCS, such as the @ symbol and the International Symbol for
Recycling ().

MoMA cited Tim Berners-Lee for the title and intent behind the exhibit:

“The exhibition takes its title from British computer scientist Tim Berners-Lee, inventor of the
World Wide Web, who lit up the stadium at the 2012 London Summer Olympics opening
ceremony with a simple tweet: “This Is for Everyone.” His buoyant message highlighted how the
Internet—perhaps the most radical social design experiment of the last quarter century—has
created seemingly limitless possibilities for discovering, sharing, and expanding knowledge and
information.”

In addition to recognizing the universality and utility of the CC symbols, the MoMA acquisition
further recognized the symbols’ role in representing the sharing culture of the Internet, and the
potential of that culture that is yet to come.



Relevant articles announcing and referencing the acquisition:

e Creative Commons announcement of MOMA'’s acquisition of the CC logo and license
icons: https://creativecommons.org/2015/03/04/creative-commons-logo-acquired-by-
moma-and-featured-in-new-exhibit/

e MoMA’s announcement of its acquisition of the CC logo and license icons:
http://www.moma.org/explore/inside out/2015/03/04/is-this-for-everyone-new-design-
acquisitions-at-moma

o MoMA’s exhibit featuring acquired CC logo and icons:
http://www.moma.org/calendar/exhibitions/1501?locale=en

e WIRED’s coverage of the MoMA acquisition: https://www.wired.com/2015/02/inspiring-
objects-designed-everyone-arduino-soy-sauce-bottle/

[6] From https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright_symbol:

Intellectual property
copyright
sound-recording copyright
registered trademark
service mark

trademark

2@ 00

5. Examples and Figures

Fig. 1: The CC license symbols rendered in text, resembling Times New Roman font

CO®OE®OE

(Attribution man and circle-arrow are not existing characters in UCS so could not be rendered in
Times New Roman for this example.)



Fig. 2: The CC license symbols rendered in text, resembling Comic Sans font

®HO@E® 0

(Attribution man and circle-arrow are not existing characters in UCS so could not be rendered in
Comic Sans for this example.)

Fig. 3: Flickr’s rendering of CC license symbols

Flickr has slightly modified the design of the CC license symbols to fit with its platform
aesthetics.

flickr Exolore Create Q &% login ‘ Sign Up.
Photos People Groups
B | aSEEes = B B2
v - —
Everyone's photos View all 255,004

E&A

#GokhanAltintas #Photographe... Fortune Brainstorm Tech 2017 #GokhanAltintas #Photograph... #GokhanAltintas #Photographe...

Fig. 4: Zoom-in on Flickr’s rendering of CC license symbols on a photo page



0 Uploaded on July 20, 2017

comments
@ @ Some rights reserved

Fig. 5: Example email referencing CC licenses without CC license symbols in text

New Message

Dear John,|
Instead of reserving ©, | am considering licensing this book under (cc). Which license would you recommend? Maybe one of the NC licenses?

Thanks,
Jane

Fig. 6: Example email referencing CC licenses with CC license symbols rendered in text (font
would be same as Gmail’s default sans serif, which is either Arial or Helvetica)

New Message

Dear John,
Instead of reserving ©, | am considering licensing this book under \€¢) . Which license would you recommend? Maybe one of the ‘S Jicenses?

Thanks,
Jane

Rendered versions grossly enlarged for demonstration, but would be similar to size as the ©
symbol.
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Fig. 7: Example use in print: Tales from the Public Domain: Bound by Law?

CCPV"Ighf@ 2006 >
OO, ;OOb Keith Aoki James “I\yh. Jennifer """“»lll'.‘

This y
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IS made available under the terms of a

Crea
. Tive Commons Attr ibution, Non-commercial, Share-alike |;,
++n A - “ense
P://creativecommons.org/lic enses/by-nc-sa/2.5/ et
This license

gives you important freedoms, including the right to COpY and djss
noncommer~inll g Fiby
mmercially without permission or fee, so long as you adhere to the Ve j DUite 41 !
n P P_:,"- - 'fl“,
COMMONS DEED
ATtribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 2.5
You are free:
To copy, distribute, display, and perform th
to make derivative works
Under the following conditions:
Attribution. You must attribute the w Law © 2006, 2008 Keist 4
AQk
James Boyle, Jennifer Jenkins
Noncommercial. You may not use this wo zrcial purposes.

Share Alike. If you alter, transform, or build upon this work, you may distribyte s,
resulting work only under a license identical to this one.

For any reuse or distribution, you must make clear to others the license terms of this work
Any of these conditions can be waived if you get permission from the copyright holder.
Your fair use and other rights are in no way affected by the above.

The comic book, Tales from the Public Domain: Bound by Law?, employs the CC license
symbols to indicate that the work is governed by a CC BY-NC-SA license. (Comic is available at
https://web.law.duke.edu/cspd/comics/.) Were the CC license symbols in UCS, the publisher
could have rendered the symbols in the same font as the publication for consistency, in this
case Comic Sans as demonstrated in fig. 2.
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ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 2/WG 2
PROPOSAL SUMMARY FORM TO ACCOMPANY SUBMISSIONS
FOR ADDITIONS TO THE REPERTOIRE OF ISO/IEC 10646
Please fill all the sections A, B and C below.
Please read Principles and Procedures Document (P & P) from _http://std.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/principles.html . for
guidelines and details before filling this form.
Please ensure you are using the latest Form from .http://std.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/summaryform.html..
See also http://std.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/roadmaps.html . for latest Roadmaps.

A. Administrative

1. Title: A proposal to encode Creative Commons license and public domain icons in

_________________________________________________ UCS
2. Requester's name: Creative Commons Corporation
3. Requester type (Member body/Liaison/Individual contribution):
4. Submissiondate: 201r7-07-24
5. Requester's reference (if applicable): .~~~
6. Choose one of the following:

This is a complete proposal: X
(or) More information will be provided later:

B. Technical — General

RN

. Choose one of the following:
a. This proposal is for a new script (set of characters):
Proposed name of script:

b. The proposal is for addition of character(s) to an existing block: X
Name of the existing block: ...
2. Number of characters in proposal: 7
3. Proposed category (select one from below - see section 2.2 of P&P document):
A-Contemporary X B.1-Specialized (small collection) B.2-Specialized (large collection)
C-Major extinct D-Attested extinet E-Minor extinet
F-Archaic Hieroglyphic or [deographic G-Obscure or questionable usage symbols
4. s a repertoire including character names provided? Yes
a. If YES, are the names in accordance with the “character naming guidelines”
in Annex L of P&P document? Yes
b. Are the character shapes attached in a legible form suitable for review? Yes

5. Fonts related:
a. Who will provide the appropriate computerized font to the Project Editor of 10646 for publishing the
standard?
“b. Identify the party granting a license for use of the font by the editors (include address, e-mail, ftp-site, etc.):
Creative Commons Corporation, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA. info@creativecommons.org

6. References:

a. Are references (to other character sets, dictionaries, descriptive texts etc.) provided? Yes
b. Are published examples of use (such as samples from newspapers, magazines, or other sources)
of proposed characters attached? Yes

7. Special encoding issues:
Does the proposal address other aspects of character data processing (if applicable) such as input,
presentation, sorting, searching, indexing, transliteration etc. (if yes please enclose information)? Yes
See text

8. Additional Information:

Submitters are invited to provide any additional information about Properties of the proposed Character(s) or Script
that will assist in correct understanding of and correct linguistic processing of the proposed character(s) or script.
Examples of such properties are: Casing information, Numeric information, Currency information, Display behaviour
information such as line breaks, widths etc., Combining behaviour, Spacing behaviour, Directional behaviour, Default
Collation behaviour, relevance in Mark Up contexts, Compatibility equivalence and other Unicode normalization
related information. See the Unicode standard at http://www.unicode.org. for such information on other scripts. Also
see Unicode Character Database ( http://www.unicode.org/reports/tr44/) and associated Unicode Technical Reports
for information needed for consideration by the Unicode Technical Committee for inclusion in the Unicode Standard.

' Form number: N4502-F (Original 1994-10-14; Revised 1995-01, 1995-04, 1996-04, 1996-08, 1999-03, 2001-05, 2001-09, 2003-
11, 2005-01, 2005-09, 2005-10, 2007-03, 2008-05, 2009-11, 2011-03, 2012-01)




C. Technical - Justification

1. Has this proposal for addition of character(s) been submitted before? Yes
If YES explain This version replaces L2/16-283
2. Has contact been made to members of the user community (for example: National Body,
user groups of the script or characters, other experts, etc.)? No

If YES, with whom?
If YES, available relevant documents:
3. Information on the user community for the proposed characters (for example:

size, demographics, information technology use, or publishing use) is included? Yes
Reference: . Seetext
4. The context of use for the proposed characters (type of use; commonorrare) | Common
Reference: . Seetext
5. Are the proposed characters in current use by the user community? ~ Yes
If YES, where? Reference: Seetext
6. After giving due considerations to the principles in the P&P document must the proposed characters be entirely
intheBMP? Yes
If YES, is a rationale provided? Yes
If YES, reference: Seetext
7. Should the proposed characters be kept together in a contiguous range (rather than being scattered)?  Yes
8. Can any of the proposed characters be considered a presentation form of an existing
character or character sequence? No

If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?
If YES, reference:
9. Can any of the proposed characters be encoded using a composed character sequence of either
existing characters or other proposed characters? No
If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?
If YES, reference:
10. Can any of the proposed character(s) be considered to be similar (in appearance or function)
to, or could be confused with, an existing characterz No
If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?
If YES, reference:
11. Does the proposal include use of combining characters and/or use of composite sequences? No
If YES, is a rationale for such use provided?
If YES, reference:
Is a list of composite sequences and their corresponding glyph images (graphic symbols) provided?
If YES, reference:
12. Does the proposal contain characters with any special properties such as
control function or similar semantics? No

13. Does the proposal contain any Ideographic compatibility characters? No
If YES, are the equivalent corresponding unified ideographic characters identified?
If YES, reference:






