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To: Unicode Technical Committee
Title: Report on the Bété script 2017
From: Charles Riley

Date: September 9, 2017

I met with Olivier Tagro, a son of the late artist Frédéric Bruly Bouabré, on August 8, 2017 at the
Novotel hotel in downtown Abidjan, Cote d'lvoire. Bouabré was the designer of the Bété script,
having invented it in 1956. It is a left-to-right script of pictures that represent monosyllabic
words. Tagro was pleased to see progress that had been made since | had last met him in

2009. At that time, | had shown him a repertoire of glyphs from Jason Glavy’s font, and had his
father recite the syllables one by one on a voice recording. This year, | was able to present
Tagro with a preliminary code chart, drawn up by Andrij Rovenchak (see pages 3ff.), with
proposed character names and codepoint assignments. Tagro also had a look at how other
African scripts are now being used in SMS, including Vai and Bamum, after having been entered
into the Unicode standard. He was impressed to see this progress.

Tagro mentioned to me that the character for “LI” selected for use by his father in spelling his
name was the one with the semantic value of “lance”, and not the one with the value of “sick”,
thus corresponding to U+1E6DF (BETE SYLLABLE LI) and not U+1E6EQ (BETE SYLLABLE LI-2) in
Rovenchak’s preliminary table.

Tagro also mentioned that, beyond his father and his immediate household, others from
different age groups who are familiar with the script may be found in his father’s home village
of Zépréguhé, in the Department of Daloa, Cote d'lvoire.

The meeting in Abidjan, preliminary code chart, and font were made possible through support
from the Script Encoding Initiative (Universal Scripts Project) at UC Berkeley, with funding from
the National Endowment for the Humanities grant PR-50205-15. Any views, findings,
conclusions or recommendations expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect those
of the National Endowment for the Humanities.
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Picture of Olivier Tagro (left) and his friend Herman outside of the EDILIS, Abidjan.
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