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1 Introduction

HAND DROPPING MICROPHONE
(mic drop)

L2/17-389

A ‘mic drop’ is a gesture employed at the end of a performance or speech in which an individual drops or
tosses a microphone in order to punctuate the conclusion or to signal triumph. It is also articulated as a
phrase. The term was added to the Oxford English Dictionary in 2015.% It is used in a wide range of contexts:

congratulation and affirmation; satire and irony; mockery and sarcasm.

“-:’7 Kieran Scott mat bergey
Q @KieranScott ‘ @mxdb
Today my fourth grader defended a Just saw an article that said that
friend against a group of sixth grade "emoji are the closest thing to a
bullies at camp. With words. And universal language". So why didn't
prevailed. #micdrop they say that in emaji? #micdrop
7/12/17, 6:53 PM from River Vale, NJ 5/21/17,1:38 PM

The ‘mic drop’ gesture and phrase have been used in American culture, particularly by rappers and comedians
since the 1980s.? Its popularity has increased over time and it became an Internet meme in 2012 when

1 http://blog.oxforddictionaries.com/2015/08/new-words-update-manspreading-mic-drop/

2 http://www.slate.com/blogs/browbeat/2013/01/25/a_history_of_the_mic_drop_when_did_people_start_dropping_the_

mic.html
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President Barack Obama performed a ‘mic drop’ on the television show Late Night with Jimmy Fallon. The
meme increased in popularity again after the White House Correspondents’ Dinner on 30 April 2016, where
the President concluded his speech with the phrase ‘Obama out’ followed by a drop of his microphone.

President Barack Obama’s mic drop at the 2016 White House Correspondents’ Dinner.

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mic_drop#/media/File:Barack_Obama_Mic_Drop_2016.7jpg

As an popular expression in text messages, emails, and social media platforms, the usage of ‘mic drop’ has
expanded across a variety of cultural, social, and political communities. The meme is used in discussions on
a range of topics, from politics to sports. It is interesting to note that ‘mic drop’ is used across the ideological
spectrum and by various age groups. Such appeal proves that ‘mic drop’ is an effective communication
device, as it serves to affirm a user’s position. Its universality is evident by its spread from English into other
languages. The addition of the < will enable users to express a variety of emotions, thoughts, and statements
effectively through a single emoji.

2 ldentification

The proposed identifier for < is ‘HAND DROPPING MICROPHONE'. This descriptive name is useful for purposes
of encoding the character in Unicode.

2.A CLDR short name

The < should be known using the alias ‘MIC DROP’, which is reflective of the meme and, therefore, suitable
as the CLDR short name.

2.B  CLDR keywords

The following terms are suggested as keywords: boom, hand, microphone
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3 Images

There are several ways to represent MIC DROP graphically, but the simplest glyph consists of an open hand
with a microphone below. The representative glyph has been produced using glyphs for > RAISED HAND WITH
FINGERS SPLAYED and #’ MICROPHONE with arc effects that depict a ‘falling’” motion:

This form resembles other images found through a Google search for ‘mic drop emoji’, all of which contain a
raised hand:

Alternate glyphs include positional variations of the hand that express the act of dropping. The hand may be
displayed with fingers together or splayed, and with fingers oriented upwards or downwards. Some examples
are shown below:

A f./

Other representations might include a hand with fingers in positions that are indicative of the act of drop-
ping; or a side view of a hand above a microphone. The Unicode Technical Committee may determine the
most appropriate representation. And, of course, vendors will determine the most suitable glyph for their
platforms based upon their design principles and guidelines.

Another possibility is to encode ‘mic drop” as an emoji sequence by joining " HAND WITH FINGERS SPLAYED and

......

Of the options to represent < as either a dedicated emoji or using an emoji sequence, the former is preferred
because it requires the least amount of additional implementation expense.



Proposal to encode the MIC DROP emoji Anshuman Pandey

4 Selection Factors — Inclusion

4.A Compatibility

Apps for iPhone have been developed to provide < as a sticker. One such app is ‘Mic Drop’ by Nick Docher:3

MiC Drop View More by This Developer

By Nic Kocher

Open iTunes to buy and download apps.

Description

When there is nothing more to say, sometimes you need to drop your mic and walk away. Do it with these animated
mic drop stickers. #dropsmic

Nic Kocher Web Site » Mic Drop Support »

iMessage Screenshots
Carrier ¥ 326 PM
E\ This app is designed for A“ l MATEn <
both iPhone and iPad John

Only for iMessage Hey, where are you?
You remember that one jewelry
USD 0.99 shop in which you saw that

necklace and totally fell in love with
it?

©a

Category: Stickers

Released: 20 December 2016
I remember!!

I'min the pub right next to it

Version: 1.0

Size: 8.9 MB
Language: English
Developer: Nic Kocher

© Mr. Nic Kocher m
Rated 4+ q.

e
@r a

Mic Drop

Compatibility: Requires

iOS 10.1 or later. Compatible
with iPhone, iPad and

iPod touch.

Customer Ratings

1)

We have not received enough

g e §

A
wild
"
¢

e

>

ratings to display an average for
the current version of this
application.

4.B Expected usage level
4.B.1 Frequency

The expected frequency of usage for the MIC DROP is extremely high. The frequent requests for < made on
social media are reflected in the image and web search trends for ‘mic drop’ on Google Trends. Shown below
are comparisons between ‘mic drop’ and other popular hand emoji:

3https://itunes.apple.com/mz/app/mic-drop/id1185378873
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Google Trends: image search trends for ‘mic drop’ [blue], ‘middle finger emoji’ [red], ‘thumbs up emoji’ [gold], ‘peace sign emoji’

[green], ‘high five emoji’ [purple], 2012—present.

Average Jul 29,2012

Google Trends: web search trends for ‘mic drop’ [blue], ‘middle finger emoji’ [red], ‘thumbs up emoji’ [gold], ‘peace sign emoji’

[green], ‘high five emoji’ [purple], 2012—present.

4.B.2 Multiple usages

As shown in the tweets throughout this proposal, the < is used for expressing ‘confidence’, ‘boldness’, ‘con-
clusion’, and related sentiments in a variety of contexts.

4.B.3 Use in Sequences

The < is conclusive, definitive, and signifies the end of the conversation. It is most meaningful when used as
the only emoji at the end of a statement. Usage of other emoji alongside it might might dilute its emphatic
symbolism. However, it is possible that emoji such as 3¢ COLLISION could be used to enhance its effect:

mic drop. boom.
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4.C Image distinctiveness

The < image is distinctive and easily identifiable among other hand emoji:
m Al / \\

4.D Completeness

The addition of < will expand the set of commonly used hand emoji, such as J. PERSON WITH FOLDED HANDS,
¢ VICTORY HAND, & OK HAND, ¢ MIDDLE FINGER, etc.

4.E Frequently requested

Requests for a < MIC DROP emoji have been expressed in blogs and social platforms. A blog post by Lisette
Mejia titled “18 Emoji That Need to Exist” (May 2015) listed ‘mic drop’ as an essential emoji, “Because you
just said something really crucial and everyone needs to shut up for a minute and soak it all in”.*

POPSUGAR ) Tech » Texting » Emojis We Wish Existed

18 Emoji That Need to Exist
25 May, 2015 by LISETTE MEJIA 146 Shares n a +

VIEW IN SLIDESHOW

J

Ever stopped in the middle of your day and randomly wondered about the important things in life —
like the emoji that you wish existed? While we can't add these illustrations to the list of brand new

emoji, we can promise that you'll appreciate their designs. Created by Microsoft as a fun project,

they're perfect for every situation. Until they're official, you can find us turning them into legit emoji

all by ourselves.

Source: Microsoft

4 https://www.popsugar.com.au/tech/Emojis-We-Wish-Existed-37558300
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Request for MIC DROP are common on Twitter. Most recently, users expressed their desire for a < emoji on

World Emoji Day (July 17, 2017):

. Rosie Russell

‘\X% @rosierussell123

Until there's a mic drop emoji | can'tin
good faith celebrate #WorldEmojiDay

7117/17, 3:44 AM

ex'treme Institute
@EI_Institute

It's #WorldEmojiDay. We're hoping for
mic drop emaji in the new iOS 11

update. Until then, comment with

your favorite emoji!

—

@
7/17/17,12:16 PM

A sample of other requests from Twitter are shown below:

Dan Kaduce
@NotDanKaduce

There's not a mic drop emoji so if you
need any more proof that there isn't a
god well ljust simply can't help you
4/22/17, 3:06 AM

J.K. Rowling @ @jk_rowling - 5/1/17

%‘3 I'll probably just keep living in Scotland.
3 Thanks for the input, though.
twitter.com/therealbeatbos...

Q 956 13258 Q299k B

3 Roberta Cacciatore
@Rob_cacci

Replying to @jk_rowling
Do we have a mic drop emoji?
@Apple please, it's time!

5/2/17, 3:42 AM

Nate Lyman
@natelyman
There needs to be a mic drop emoji.

Jackson Lynch @JacksonThatsMe

Google emoji redesign looks like its trying to
reinvent itself before 8th grade starts

5/23/17,1:04 PM

American Veteran @amvets... - 5/10/17

@ They are saying that there is an 800 Ib
Gorilla in the room at the Oval. | would
say a 400 Ib orangutan

Qo 33 Q99 &
4 "\ IdaGreyBenden
.'; ¢ @ldaGreyBenden
Replying to @amvetsupport
Dammit, where is the mic drop emaji

5/11/17, 6:38 PM

(D)

& John Rampton follows

Eric Stoltz
@alpapiloteric

' wish there was a mic drop emoiji
right now #keepflyingsafe
@WeAreALPA @AlaskaMECALPA

Sully Sullenberger & @Captsully

Regional airline lobbyists argue for weaker
standards, making flying less safe for
passengers and all of us. usat.ly/2uo3m3r

7/2/17, 6:03 PM

71BN Not Elizabeth @BasedElizab... - 5/16/17
) 3 Tell that to Hillary Clinton
(33,000 times over.) & twitter.com/
justrosewatery...
on 144 Q89 ]
™ Trentc dv ¥
@TPoppaPuff
Replying to @BasedElizabeth
There needs to be a mic drop emoji
for moments like this.

5/16/17, 8:23 PM
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Esi Nedo
w @EOQkenesi
@GetEmoji remember | asked 100x
for a "boom" (or #micdrop) #emoji? &

you asked what it would look like?
Voila. See Prince Harry's hand.

7/12/17,1:10 PM

W \ Eilidh Brinsley
/) @Eilidhdances
gk

What #iPhone messenger really
needs is a mic drop emaji #justsaying

#FirstWorldProblems

6/15/17, 9:17 AM

3 Tom Martin
@tommartin_ky
Where's the mic drop emoji?

Evan McMullin @ @Evan_McMullin
.@realDonaldTrump, Yes you've never heard
of me because while you were harassing
women at beauty pageants, | was fighting
terrorists abroad. twitter.com/SopanDeb/
statu...

10/30/16, 12:41 PM

Tony Posnanski & @tonypo... -5/13/17
My comment speaks for itself &5
Donald J. Trump & @realDonald Trump - 2m
We
Tony Posnanski &
@tonyposnanski

Replying to @realDonaldTrump

This is the most intelligent tweet you have

Qa6 183 Q 838 )

‘ Lisa A.
@Mijitalisa

Replying to @tonyposnanski
Shame there's no mic drop emoji,
your reply earned it

5/14/17,10:11 AM

Maimuna Bappa
@MaimunaB

Where is the mic drop emoji when you
need it?!

HashashinTag @HashashinTag

Replying to @HashashinTag

Harbouring would-be terrorists in our midst?
Are you insane?! THEY KILL PEOPLE. AND WE
ARE PEOPLE TOO.

5/25/17, 7:34 AM

1% annais high quality

W @hapasareasian

" prior administrations were not
fledgling kleptocratic autocracies
whose primary opponents are female
citizens."

I need a mic drop emoji

Mollie Katzen & @MollieKatzen

Must read: @sarahkendzior connects dots
btw targeting of women's health/voter
suppression per authoritarian playbook
marieclaire.com/politics/featu...

5/8/17, 6:52 PM

Anshuman Pandey

« [\ Salted Carthage
| @SaltedCarthage
where's the "mic drop" emoji?

Matt Pearce & @mattdpearce
Hobby Lobby's robby hobby: Hammurabi

7/6/17, 6:11 AM

Jarred
@DTownLander

@Apple Why isn't there an official
"mic drop" emoji? What are y'all
waiting for? Let's make it official.
Please. With a cherry on top.

5/15/17, 6:41 AM

J.K. Rowling @ @jk_rowling - 5/25/17

3 It accomplished the aim of expressing
compassion, respect and solidarity. Do
you sneer at funeral flowers, too?

Laura Ingraham & @IngrahamAngle

What exactly is accomplished by
making the Eiffel Tower go dark?
How does that improve situation w/
homegrown &migrant jihadis?
twitter.com/daily_express/...

Q917 02k Qagsk &
A Greg Wallace
@gtewallace
Replying to @jk_rowling
We need a custom mic drop emoji for
your slays. U rock.

5/25/17, 7:53 AM
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¥ | have view on Life that only Visionaries Same way the President of the United
OR Madmen have&it begins wid an Adult States can, | guess.

responsibility 2 Future Generations &
voluntry retiremnt@ 50

On 0 V) 4]

g Y Mina Kimes @ @minakimes - 5/19/17
@; "We lost, by the way. There's a mistake."

Watson J.Knights @Watson... -5/19/17 e JB @acomasco - 5/11/17

lind, jacob @Jake_Lind

This is disgraceful. How can the
official page for the state Dems just
tell a straight lie like this???
twitter.com/brentwoodcox/s...

Watson J.Knights
@WatsonJKnights

1 3
Replying to @WatsonJKnights @robstanway and © w © 8

Q26 12695 Q67 G

3 others
; . ) lind, jacob
@ Blair Critchlow And at the end u will B celebrated 4 ur %: @Jake_Lind

DBCritch86 il i
@BCritch Wisdom,Service 2 ur people & future

Focus & emotional growth of Human
race. Is dare a mic drop emoji

Replying to @acomasco
| wish there was a mic drop emoji
because that would be perfect here

Replying to @minakimes
Is there a mic drop emaji?

5/19/17, 8:44 PM 5/19/17,7:17 PM

5/11/17, 2:04 PM

5 Selection Factors — Exclusion

5.F Overly specific

The < MIC DROP represents a hand performing a specific gesture, similar to 4 WRITING HAND. The graphical
and linguistic power of < lies in its specificity: it conveys a conclusive sentiment, but that sentiment em-
bodies diverse pragmatic and semantic values. Therefore, the < is not ‘overly specific’, but rather an iconic
representation of a common meme.

5.G Open-ended

The < MIC DROP is a unique gesture. Including it in the emoji set will not lead to requests for other emoji
depicting hands interacting with objects.

5.H Already Representable

The < symbol cannot be represented at present. There are no other emoji that convey its graphical and
semantic characteristics. Due to the absence of a < emoji, users resort to hashtags, such as #micdrop, and
textual references, such as ‘insert mic drop here’:

F Morley Scott
@Morley_Scott
Insert mic drop emoji here.

Chelsea Clinton & @ChelseaClinton

Good morning Mr. President. It would never
have occurred to my mother or my father to
ask me. Were you giving our country away?
Hoping not. twitter.com/realdonaldtrum...

7/10/17, 9:15 AM from Edmonton, Alberta

, Kara Macdonald @
@favetitlelady

If you make listening and observation
your occupation, you will gain much
more than you can by talk.
#MICDROP

7/6/17, 3:30 PM

Todd K Plummer, J.D.
L @toddkingston

Hobby Lobby turning out to be a
black market antiquities smuggler for
ISIS is literally peak 2017 #MicDrop

7/6/17, 4:36 PM
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In addition to textual substitutes, users rely on various other emoji and sequences of emoji to express the <:

"\ Ryan Millar
@millar

I've been busy. One one hand raising
that rambunctious baby, on the other
coming up with a sweet 'mic drop'
emoji sequence.

11:30 W/
n3aw

M3

M3

na v

Thereitis .3,

6/11/17, 6:22 AM

LN vvixs L
/ @gyabo_girl

So that's the emoji for #MicDrop &

\SJ l'\-.w"/

5/10/17, 4:02 PM

Sven
@StevenG74
Replying to @ClaireMPLS

A - is that emoji for a mic drop?

6/5/17, 8:23 PM

/©NO 'Ono Poke Co.

Is there a mic drop emoji because this
story needs one. We'll work with what
we have # “ This is our story, #yeg.

Edmonton chef brings a slice of Hawaii to his
home town - The Globe and Mail

beta.theglobeandmail.com

5/26/17, 11:24 PM

Jon Kline
\ @JonkKline

Thinking about changing my email
signature to some kind of emoji mic
drop.

Vg

6/15/17, 9:32 AM

ﬂ rhia wellbelove
' @rhiawellbelove

Can we get a 'mic drop' emaji in the
works please? #6434

8/5/16, 7:16 PM

samleighmccauley
® @SAMANTHALEIGHB

#boom @Wegmans ... giant always
has rotisserie chicken ‘g “ 2
(that's a #micdrop in emoji form)

connor harrison
@connorharrison

@Apple, I could use a mic drop emaji.
Please & Thanks.
For now, & 0 will be used.

3/17/17, 5:33 PM

© 0 O 8

connor harrison @connorhar... - 3/17/17
Replying to @connorharrison and
@Apple
o 0
9] T O ]

) Matt Rogers
@mattrogers222

Just crushed a company wide
presentation - managed to
incorporate 84 emojis AND finished it
off with a & emoji #micdrop |- &
EEITR 4 i1

11/4/16, 12:35 PM

Encoding the < emoji will enable usage of the symbol without the need for textual or graphical substitutes.

5.1 Logos, brands, Ul icons, signage, specific people, deities

The < MIC DROP is not associated with any particular logo, brand, Ul icon, signage, specific persons, or deities.

10
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5.) Transient

The < has been a part of American culture since the 1980s and is now mainstream. It has also become part
of the popular culture of other countries and the term ‘mic drop’ has been borrowed into other languages:

R it's Daavide @davidexmaggio - 6/22/17
Gabriela Handal L .
@gabrielahandal A Mi spiace per il tuo polso storto - " &
o1 n On [}
No hay un emoji fumandose un
. R , ) it's Daavide
cigarrillo?! Asi como un mic drop pero , @davidexmaggio

mas vicioso
Replying to @davidexmaggio and @CeredaDiego

Le emoji sarebbero un mic drop

Translate from Spanish

5/24/17,11:58 AM
6/22/17, 5:05 AM

Users will continue to affirm themselves and their opinions on social platforms, and will continue to use
graphical and verbal expressions of ‘mic drop’ in order to do so. The human need for ‘having the last word’
is intransient, and as the ‘mic drop’ is a compact and effective means for doing so, usage of the meme will
also persist.

5.K  Faulty Comparison

This request to encode the < MIC DROP emoji is fully supported on its own merits and is unrelated to requests
for other emoji.

6 Sort location

6.A Category

Based upon the categories given in ‘Emoji Ordering, 5.0’ the natural placement for the & MIC DROP is within
‘Smileys & People / body’:

body
} L - h M X b W A \ E X
o Lo BYTFRATE AT Rd L'

/ oy
£
F

e 9 | 9
Tod YHaTwiiieos 9 L1100QD
)

5 http://unicode.org/emoji/charts/emoji-ordering.html
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6.B  Emoji after

The < mic DRoOP should be placed after £ WRITING HAND. The placement is suitable because 4 is the only
emoji that represents a hand interacting with an object.

Pandey out.

<
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