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1 Introduction

This is a preliminary proposal to encode ‘Pallava’, an important epigraphical script descended from Brahmi
that was used between the 4th and 9th centuries ർൾ in SouthAsia. It was developed during the Pallava dynasty,
which ruled much of south India from 275–897 ർൾ, for producing inscriptions in Sanskrit and Prakrit. The
script is the ancestor of the modern Grantha script (see comparison in tables 1–5). In India, it influenced
the epigraphical styles associated with the Chalukya, Kadamba, Vengi, and other dynasties. The script was
exported to Burma, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Thailand, and other areas. It is the ancestor of ancient scripts
of these regions, such as Pyu and Kawi; therefore, also of scripts such as Javanese, Khmer, Lao, Thai, and
others. The representative glyphs shown here are normalized forms found on stone inscriptions of the 7th
century ർൾ. A formal proposal with additional details and specimens is forthcoming.

2 Tentative repertoire

2.1 Vowels letters

The following 9 vowel letters are used in the available materials:

Glyph Character name

𞌀 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൺ

𞌁 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൺൺ

𞌂 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ං

𞌃 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ංං

𞌄 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඎ

𞌋 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൾൾ
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𞌌 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൺං

𞌎 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඈඈ

𞌏 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൺඎ

Distinctive letters for the long vowel ū and the short vowels e and o do not occur in the available materials.
Similarly, letters for the Sanskrit vocalic sounds r̥, r̥̄, l̥, l̥̄ are not attested. Space has been reserved in the
code chart for these letters. These reservations are useful during preliminary research on the script and will
be adjusted based upon additional information.

2.2 Vowel Signs

The following 9 dependent vowel signs are used in the available materials:

Glyph Character name

◌𞌵 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ൺൺ

◌ 𞌶 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ං

◌ 𞌷 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ංං

◌ 𞌸 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ඎ

◌ 𞌹 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ඎඎ

◌ 𞌿 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ൾൾ

◌ 𞍀 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ൺං

◌𞍂 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ඈඈ

◌𞍃 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ൺඎ

There is no dependent vowel sign corresponding to 𞌀 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൺ. The sound represented by
this letter (/a/) is inherent in each consonant and is unmarked.

The ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ൺං, ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ඈඈ, and ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ൺඎ are two-part vowel signs
(see details below).

Vowel signs for representing the short vowels e and o, as well as the Sanskrit vocalic sounds r̥, r̥̄, l̥, l̥̄ are
not attested in the materials consulted. Space has been reserved in the code chart for these combining signs.
These reservations are useful during preliminary research on the script and will be adjusted based upon
additional information.
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2.3 Length marks

The ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ൺං, ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ඈඈ, and ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ൺඎ are two-part vowel signs.
Their left-side element is ◌ 𞌿 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ൾൾ. The right-side element of ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ඈඈ
is ◌𞌵 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ൺൺ. However, the top component of ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ൺං and the right-side
component of ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ൺඎ do not correspond to defined vowel signs of the script. In order to
assist with decomposition, the following signs are included as ‘length marks’ in the repertoire:

Glyph Character name

◌ 𞍄 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඇ඀ඍඁ ආൺඋ඄ ൺං

◌𞍅 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඇ඀ඍඁ ආൺඋ඄ ൺඎ

2.4 Consonants

There are 35 consonant letters:

Glyph Character name

𞌐 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඄ൺ

𞌑 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඄ඁൺ

𞌒 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඀ൺ

𞌓 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඀ඁൺ

𞌔 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඇ඀ൺ

𞌕 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ർൺ

𞌖 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ർඁൺ

𞌗 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඃൺ

𞌘 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඃඁൺ

𞌙 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඇඒൺ

𞌚 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඍඍൺ

𞌛 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඍඍඁൺ

𞌜 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൽൽൺ

𞌝 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൽൽඁൺ

𞌞 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඇඇൺ

𞌟 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඍൺ
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𞌠 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඍඁൺ

𞌡 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൽൺ

𞌢 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൽඁൺ

𞌣 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඇൺ

𞌤 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඉൺ

𞌥 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඉඁൺ

𞌦 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൻൺ

𞌧 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ൻඁൺ

𞌨 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ආൺ

𞌩 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඒൺ

𞌪 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ උൺ

𞌫 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ අൺ

𞌬 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඏൺ

𞌭 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඌඁൺ

𞌮 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඌඌൺ

𞌯 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඌൺ

𞌰 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ ඁൺ

𞌱 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ අඅൺ

𞌲 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ අൾඍඍൾඋ අඅඅൺ

Each consonant letter bears the inherent vowel /a/. This inherent vowel is silenced using ◌ 𞍈 the sign virama.
Consonant clusters are rendered as vertical stacks of letters and are to be represented in encoded text using
a special control character (information forthcoming).

2.5 Virama

The ◌ 𞍈 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඌං඀ඇ ඏංඋൺආൺ is used for indicating the absence of the inherent vowel of a consonant letter, and
corresponds to other halanta characters. It is placed above the letter. This sign does is not a control character
for conjuncts. A separate character has been defined for this purpose (see below).

2.6 Subjoiner

The𞍉 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඌඎൻඃඈංඇൾඋ is a control character for producing conjuncts (details forthcoming).
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2.7 Various Signs

◌ 𞍆 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඌං඀ඇ ൺඇඎඌඏൺඋൺ

◌𞍇 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඌං඀ඇ ඏංඌൺඋ඀ൺ

The ◌ 𞍆 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඌං඀ඇ ൺඇඎඌඏൺඋൺ is used for indicating nasalization. The ◌𞍇 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඌං඀ඇ ඏංඌൺඋ඀ൺ is used for
representing post-vocalic aspiration in words of Sanskrit origin.

2.8 Punctuation

𞍊 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ൽൺඇൽൺ

𞍋 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ൽඈඎൻඅൾ ൽൺඇൽൺ

2.9 Auspicious sign

𞍌 ඉൺඅඅൺඏൺ ඌං඀ඇ ඌංൽൽඁൺආ

2.10 Digits

Digits are attested in copper plate grants (see fig. 6). It is likely that a full set of digits exists. Additional
research is required to identify the repertoire.

3 Character Data

In the format of UnicodeData.txt:

1E030;PALLAVA LETTER A;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E031;PALLAVA LETTER AA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E032;PALLAVA LETTER I;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E033;PALLAVA LETTER II;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E034;PALLAVA LETTER U;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E035;PALLAVA LETTER UU;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E036;<reserved>
1E037;<reserved>
1E038;<reserved>
1E039;<reserved>
1E03A;<reserved>
1E03B;PALLAVA LETTER EE;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E03C;PALLAVA LETTER AI;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E03D;<reserved>
1E03E;PALLAVA LETTER OO;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E03F;PALLAVA LETTER AU;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E040;PALLAVA LETTER KA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E041;PALLAVA LETTER KHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E042;PALLAVA LETTER GA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E043;PALLAVA LETTER GHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E044;PALLAVA LETTER NGA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;

5



Preliminary proposal to encode Pallava in Unicode Anshuman Pandey

1E045;PALLAVA LETTER CA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E046;PALLAVA LETTER CHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E047;PALLAVA LETTER JA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E048;PALLAVA LETTER JHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E049;PALLAVA LETTER NYA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E04A;PALLAVA LETTER TTA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E04B;PALLAVA LETTER TTHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E04C;PALLAVA LETTER DDA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E04D;PALLAVA LETTER DDHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E04E;PALLAVA LETTER NNA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E04F;PALLAVA LETTER TA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E050;PALLAVA LETTER THA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E051;PALLAVA LETTER DA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E052;PALLAVA LETTER DHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E053;PALLAVA LETTER NA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E054;PALLAVA LETTER PA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E055;PALLAVA LETTER PHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E056;PALLAVA LETTER BA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E057;PALLAVA LETTER BHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E058;PALLAVA LETTER MA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E059;PALLAVA LETTER YA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E05A;PALLAVA LETTER RA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E05B;PALLAVA LETTER LA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E05C;PALLAVA LETTER VA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E05D;PALLAVA LETTER SHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E05E;PALLAVA LETTER SSA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E05F;PALLAVA LETTER SA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E060;PALLAVA LETTER HA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E061;PALLAVA LETTER LLA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E062;PALLAVA LETTER LLLA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E063;<reserved>
1E064;<reserved>
1E065;PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN AA;Mc;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E066;PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN I;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
1E067;PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN II;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
1E068;PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN U;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
1E069;PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN UU;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
1E06A;<reserved>
1E06B;<reserved>
1E06C;<reserved>
1E06D;<reserved>
1E06E;<reserved>
1E06F;PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN EE;Mc;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E070;PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN AI;Mc;0;L;1E06F 1E074;;;;N;;;;;
1E071;<reserved>
1E072;PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN OO;Mc;0;L;1E06F 1E065;;;;N;;;;;
1E073;PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN AU;Mc;0;L;1E06F 1E075;;;;N;;;;;
1E074;PALLAVA AI LENGTH MARK;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
1E075;PALLAVA AU LENGTH MARK;Mc;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E076;PALLAVA SIGN ANUSVARA;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
1E077;PALLAVA SIGN VISARGA;Mc;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E078;PALLAVA SIGN VIRAMA;Mn;9;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
1E079;PALLAVA SUBJOINER;Mn;9;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
1E07A;PALLAVA DANDA;Po;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E07B;PALLAVA DOUBLE DANDA;Po;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1E07C;PALLAVA SIGN SIDDHAM;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
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1E34CPallava1E300

1E33F $ 𞌿 PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN EE
1E340 $ 𞍀 PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN AI

≡ 1E33F $ 𞌿  1E344 $ 𞍄  
1E341 " <reserved>
1E342 $𞍂 PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN OO

≡ 1E33F $ 𞌿  1E335 $𞌵 
1E343 $𞍃 PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN AU

≡ 1E33F $ 𞌿  1E345 $𞍅 

Length marks
1E344 $ 𞍄 PALLAVA AI LENGTH MARK
1E345 $𞍅 PALLAVA AU LENGTH MARK

Various signs
1E346 $ 𞍆 PALLAVA SIGN ANUSVARA
1E347 $𞍇 PALLAVA SIGN VISARGA

Virama
1E348 $ 𞍈 PALLAVA SIGN VIRAMA

Subjoiner
1E349 𞍉 PALLAVA SUBJOINER

Punctuation
1E34A 𞍊 PALLAVA DANDA
1E34B 𞍋 PALLAVA DOUBLE DANDA

Auspicious sign
1E34C 𞍌 PALLAVA SIGN SIDDHAM

Independent vowels
1E300 𞌀 PALLAVA LETTER A
1E301 𞌁 PALLAVA LETTER AA
1E302 𞌂 PALLAVA LETTER I
1E303 𞌃 PALLAVA LETTER II
1E304 𞌄 PALLAVA LETTER U
1E305 " <reserved>
1E306 " <reserved>
1E307 " <reserved>
1E308 " <reserved>
1E309 " <reserved>
1E30A " <reserved>
1E30B 𞌋 PALLAVA LETTER EE
1E30C 𞌌 PALLAVA LETTER AI
1E30D " <reserved>
1E30E 𞌎 PALLAVA LETTER OO
1E30F 𞌏 PALLAVA LETTER AU

Consonants
1E310 𞌐 PALLAVA LETTER KA
1E311 𞌑 PALLAVA LETTER KHA
1E312 𞌒 PALLAVA LETTER GA
1E313 𞌓 PALLAVA LETTER GHA
1E314 𞌔 PALLAVA LETTER NGA
1E315 𞌕 PALLAVA LETTER CA
1E316 𞌖 PALLAVA LETTER CHA
1E317 𞌗 PALLAVA LETTER JA
1E318 𞌘 PALLAVA LETTER JHA
1E319 𞌙 PALLAVA LETTER NYA
1E31A 𞌚 PALLAVA LETTER TTA
1E31B 𞌛 PALLAVA LETTER TTHA
1E31C 𞌜 PALLAVA LETTER DDA
1E31D 𞌝 PALLAVA LETTER DDHA
1E31E 𞌞 PALLAVA LETTER NNA
1E31F 𞌟 PALLAVA LETTER TA
1E320 𞌠 PALLAVA LETTER THA
1E321 𞌡 PALLAVA LETTER DA
1E322 𞌢 PALLAVA LETTER DHA
1E323 𞌣 PALLAVA LETTER NA
1E324 𞌤 PALLAVA LETTER PA
1E325 𞌥 PALLAVA LETTER PHA
1E326 𞌦 PALLAVA LETTER BA
1E327 𞌧 PALLAVA LETTER BHA
1E328 𞌨 PALLAVA LETTER MA
1E329 𞌩 PALLAVA LETTER YA
1E32A 𞌪 PALLAVA LETTER RA
1E32B 𞌫 PALLAVA LETTER LA
1E32C 𞌬 PALLAVA LETTER VA
1E32D 𞌭 PALLAVA LETTER SHA
1E32E 𞌮 PALLAVA LETTER SSA
1E32F 𞌯 PALLAVA LETTER SA
1E330 𞌰 PALLAVA LETTER HA
1E331 𞌱 PALLAVA LETTER LLA
1E332 𞌲 PALLAVA LETTER LLLA
1E333 " <reserved>
1E334 " <reserved>

Dependent vowel signs
1E335 $𞌵 PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN AA
1E336 $ 𞌶 PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN I
1E337 $ 𞌷 PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN II
1E338 $ 𞌸 PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN U
1E339 $ 𞌹 PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN UU
1E33A " <reserved>
1E33B " <reserved>
1E33C " <reserved>
1E33D " <reserved>
1E33E " <reserved>



Preliminary proposal to encode Pallava in Unicode Anshuman Pandey

Brahmi Pallava Grantha

඄ൺ 𑀓 𞌐 𑌕

඄ඁൺ 𑀔 𞌑 𑌖

඀ൺ 𑀕 𞌒 𑌗

඀ඁൺ 𑀖 𞌓 𑌘

ඇ඀ൺ 𑀗 𞌔 𑌙

ർൺ 𑀘 𞌕 𑌚

ർඁൺ 𑀙 𞌖 𑌛

ඃൺ 𑀚 𞌗 𑌜

ඃඁൺ 𑀛 𞌘 𑌝

ඇඒൺ 𑀜 𞌙 𑌞

ඍඍൺ 𑀝 𞌚 𑌟

ඍඍඁൺ 𑀞 𞌛 𑌠

ൽൽൺ 𑀟 𞌜 𑌡

ൽൽඁൺ 𑀠 𞌝 𑌢

ඇඇൺ 𑀡 𞌞 𑌣

ඍൺ 𑀢 𞌟 𑌤

ඍඁൺ 𑀣 𞌠 𑌥

ൽൺ 𑀤 𞌡 𑌦

ൽඁൺ 𑀥 𞌢 𑌧

Table 1: Comparison of the consonant letters ඄ൺ .. ൽඁൺ of Brahmi, Pallava, and Grantha.
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Brahmi Pallava Grantha

ඇൺ 𑀦 𞌣 𑌨

ඉൺ 𑀧 𞌤 𑌪

ඉඁൺ 𑀨 𞌥 𑌫

ൻൺ 𑀩 𞌦 𑌬

ൻඁൺ 𑀪 𞌧 𑌭

ආൺ 𑀫 𞌨 𑌮

ඒൺ 𑀬 𞌩 𑌯

උൺ 𑀭 𞌪 𑌰

අൺ 𑀮 𞌫 𑌲

ඏൺ 𑀯 𞌬 𑌵

ඌඁൺ 𑀰 𞌭 𑌶

ඌඌൺ 𑀱 𞌮 𑌷

ඌൺ 𑀲 𞌯 𑌸

ඁൺ 𑀳 𞌰 𑌹

අඅൺ 𑀴 𞌱 𑌳

අඅඅൺ 𑀵 𞌲 —

Table 2: Comparison of the consonant letters ൽඁൺ .. අඅඅൺ of Brahmi, Pallava, and Grantha.
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Brahmi Pallava Grantha

ൺ 𑀅 𞌀 𑌅

ൺൺ 𑀆 𞌁 𑌆

ං 𑀇 𞌂 𑌇

ංං 𑀈 𞌃 𑌈

ඎ 𑀉 𞌄 𑌉

ඎඎ 𑀊 — 𑌊

ඏඈർൺඅංർ උ 𑀋 — 𑌋

ඏඈർൺඅංർ උඋ 𑀌 — 𑍠

ඏඈർൺඅංർ අ 𑀍 — 𑌋

ඏඈർൺඅංർ අඅ 𑀎 — 𑍠

ൾ 𑀏 — —

ൾൾ — 𞌋 𑌏

ൺං 𑀐 𞌌 𑌐

ඈ 𑀑 — —

ඈඈ — 𞌎 𑌓

ൺඎ 𑀒 𞌏 𑌔

Table 3: Comparison of the vowel letters of Brahmi, Pallava, and Grantha.
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Brahmi Pallava Grantha

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ൺൺ ◌ 𑀸 ◌𞌵 ◌𑌾

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ං ◌ 𑀺 ◌ 𞌶 ◌𑌿

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ංං ◌ 𑀻 ◌ 𞌷 ◌𑍀

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ඎ ◌ 𑀼 ◌ 𞌸 ◌𑍁

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ඎඎ ◌ 𑀽 ◌ 𞌹 ◌𑍂

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ඏඈർൺඅංർ උ ◌ 𑀾 — ◌𑍃

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ඏඈർൺඅංർ උඋ ◌ 𑀿 — ◌𑍄

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ඏඈർൺඅංർ අ ◌ 𑁀 — —

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ඏඈർൺඅංർ අඅ ◌ 𑁁 — —

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ൾ ◌ 𑁂 — —

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ൾൾ — ◌ 𞌿 𑍇◌

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ൺං ◌ 𑁃 ◌ 𞍀 𑍈◌

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ඈ ◌ 𑁄 — —

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ඈඈ — ◌𞍂 𑍇◌𑌾

ඏඈඐൾඅ ඌං඀ඇ ൺඎ ◌ 𑁅 ◌𞍃 𑍇◌𑍗

Table 4: Comparison of the dependent vowel signs of Brahmi, Pallava, and Grantha.
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Brahmi Pallava Grantha

ർൺඇൽඋൺൻංඇൽඎ ◌𑀀 — ◌𑌁

ൺඇඎඌඏൺඋൺ ◌ 𑀁 ◌ 𞍆 ◌𑌂

ඏංඌൺඋ඀ൺ ◌ 𑀂 ◌𞍇 ◌𑌃

ඏංඋൺආൺ ◌ 𑁆 ◌ 𞍈 ◌𑍍

ൺඏൺ඀උൺඁൺ — — 𑌽

Table 5: Comparison of various signs of Brahmi, Pallava, and Grantha.

14



Preliminary proposal to encode Pallava in Unicode Anshuman Pandey

Figure 1: Pallava inscriptions on copper plate grants of the Pallava king Śivaskandavarman (from
Bühler 1892: plate 1).
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Figure 2: Pallava inscriptions on copper plate grants of the Pallava king Śivaskandavarman (from
Bühler 1892: plate 2).
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Figure 3: Pallava inscriptions on copper plate grants of the Pallava king Śivaskandavarman (from
Bühler 1892: plate 3).
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Figure 4: Pallava inscriptions on copper plate grants of the Pallava king Śivaskandavarman (from
Bühler 1892: plate 4).
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Figure 5: Pallava inscriptions on copper plate grants of the Pallava king Śivaskandavarman (from
Bühler 1892: plate 5).
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Figure 6: Inventory of letterforms used in the Pallava copper plates grants of Śivaskandavarman
(from Bühler 1892: plate 6).
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Figure 7: A plate from a copper plate grant (from Hultzsch 1892: plate before p. 338).
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Figure 8: Copper plate grant with Pallava inscription (from Burnell 1874: plate after p. 146).
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Figure 9: Copper plate grant with Pallava inscription (from Burnell 1874: plate after p. 148).
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Figure 10: Excerpt of a ‘prasasti’ inscription on a yupa from Indonesia.
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