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1 Introduction

This is a preliminary proposal to encode ‘Pallava’, an important epigraphical script descended from Brahmi
that was used between the 4th and 9th centuries CE in South Asia. It was developed during the Pallava dynasty,
which ruled much of south India from 275-897 cE, for producing inscriptions in Sanskrit and Prakrit. The
script is the ancestor of the modern Grantha script (see comparison in tables 1-5). In India, it influenced
the epigraphical styles associated with the Chalukya, Kadamba, Vengi, and other dynasties. The script was
exported to Burma, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Thailand, and other areas. It is the ancestor of ancient scripts
of these regions, such as Pyu and Kawi; therefore, also of scripts such as Javanese, Khmer, Lao, Thai, and
others. The representative glyphs shown here are normalized forms found on stone inscriptions of the 7th
century CE. A formal proposal with additional details and specimens is forthcoming.

2 Tentative repertoire
2.1 Vowels letters
The following 9 vowel letters are used in the available materials:

Glyph Character name

Jlil PALLAVA VOWEL LETTER A
<ll11 PALLAVA VOWEL LETTER AA
8 PALLAVA VOWEL LETTER 1
| PALLAVA VOWEL LETTER II
4 PALLAVA VOWEL LETTER U
@ PALLAVA VOWEL LETTER EE
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2 PALLAVA VOWEL LETTER Al
2 PALLAVA VOWEL LETTER OO
& PALLAVA VOWEL LETTER AU

Distinctive letters for the long vowel & and the short vowels e and o do not occur in the available materials.
Similarly, letters for the Sanskrit vocalic sounds z, 7, /, | are not attested. Space has been reserved in the
code chart for these letters. These reservations are useful during preliminary research on the script and will
be adjusted based upon additional information.

2.2 Vowel Signs

The following 9 dependent vowel signs are used in the available materials:

Glyph Character name

. | PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN AA
o)
PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN I
©
PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN II
L PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN U
q] PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN UU
Co PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN EE
S
Cx PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN Al
o PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN 00O
¢l PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN AU

There is no dependent vowel sign corresponding to JJ PALLAVA VOWEL LETTER A. The sound represented by

this letter (/a/) is inherent in each consonant and is unmarked.

The PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN AI, PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN 00, and PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN AU are two-part vowel signs
(see details below).

Vowel signs for representing the short vowels e and o, as well as the Sanskrit vocalic sounds z, 7, , | are
not attested in the materials consulted. Space has been reserved in the code chart for these combining signs.
These reservations are useful during preliminary research on the script and will be adjusted based upon
additional information.
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2.3 Length marks

The PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN AI, PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN 00, and PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN AU are two-part vowel signs.
Their left-side element is C:: PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN EE. The right-side element of PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN 00
is <71 PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN AA. However, the top component of PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN Al and the right-side
component of PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN AU do not correspond to defined vowel signs of the script. In order to
assist with decomposition, the following signs are included as ‘length marks’ in the repertoire:

Glyph Character name

)
o PALLAVA LENGTH MARK AI

-iZI?-’II PALLAVA LENGTH MARK AU

2.4 Consonants

There are 35 consonant letters:

Glyph Character name

‘J’ PALLAVA LETTER KA
23] PALLAVA LETTER KHA
e} PALLAVA LETTER GA
PAll PALLAVA LETTER GHA
€ PALLAVA LETTER NGA
S PALLAVA LETTER CA
& PALLAVA LETTER CHA
€ PALLAVA LETTER JA

PALLAVA LETTER JHA

PALLAVA LETTER NYA

& =3 =T

PALLAVA LETTER TTA

4] PALLAVA LETTER TTHA
[ PALLAVA LETTER DDA
() PALLAVA LETTER DDHA
X PALLAVA LETTER NNA
(o)} PALLAVA LETTER TA
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(=) PALLAVA LETTER THA
14 PALLAVA LETTER DA
(o PALLAVA LETTER DHA
4 PALLAVA LETTER NA
d PALLAVA LETTER PA
a PALLAVA LETTER PHA
(3] PALLAVA LETTER BA
2] PALLAVA LETTER BHA
8 PALLAVA LETTER MA
el PALLAVA LETTER YA

u PALLAVA LETTER RA
@ PALLAVA LETTER LA
S PALLAVA LETTER VA
A PALLAVA LETTER SHA
] PALLAVA LETTER SSA
Ny PALLAVA LETTER SA
a PALLAVA LETTER HA
() PALLAVA LETTER LLA
(0 0] PALLAVA LETTER LLLA

Each consonant letter bears the inherent vowel /a/. This inherent vowel is silenced using < the sign virama.
Consonant clusters are rendered as vertical stacks of letters and are to be represented in encoded text using
a special control character (information forthcoming).

2.5 Virama

The < PALLAVA SIGN VIRAMA is used for indicating the absence of the inherent vowel of a consonant letter, and
corresponds to other halanta characters. It is placed above the letter. This sign does is not a control character
for conjuncts. A separate character has been defined for this purpose (see below).

2.6 Subjoiner

The i

PALLAVA SUBJOINER is a control character for producing conjuncts (details forthcoming).
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2.7 Various Signs

PALLAVA SIGN ANUSVARA

PALLAVA SIGN VISARGA

4 . . . . . .
The «: PALLAVA SIGN ANUSVARA is used for indicating nasalization. The
representing post-vocalic aspiration in words of Sanskrit origin.

2.8 Punctuation

] PALLAVA DANDA

Il PALLAVA DOUBLE DANDA

2.9 Auspicious sign

(O PALLAVA SIGN SIDDHAM

2.10 Digits

Anshuman Pandey

31 PALLAVA SIGN VISARGA 1s used for

Digits are attested in copper plate grants (see fig. 6). It is likely that a full set of digits exists. Additional

research is required to identify the repertoire.

3 Character Data

In the format of UnicodeData.txt:

1E030; PALLAVA LETTER A;Lo;0;L;;;::N; ;.0
1E031; PALLAVA LETTER AA;Lo;O;L;;;;:N;;;::;
1E032; PALLAVA LETTER I;Lo;0;L;;;;:N;;;;;
1E033; PALLAVA LETTER II;Lo;0;L;;;:;:N;;;::7
1E034; PALLAVA LETTER U;Lo;0;L;;;;:N;;: ;5
1EO035; PALLAVA LETTER UU;Lo;0;L;;;;:;N;;;:;
1E036;<reserved>

1E037;<reserved>

1E038;<reserved>

1E039;<reserved>

1EO03A;<reserved>

1EO3B; PALLAVA LETTER EE;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1EO03C; PALLAVA LETTER AI;Lo;O0;L;;;:;:N;;::7
1EO03D; <reserved>

1EO3E; PALLAVA LETTER 0O0;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;;
1EO3F; PALLAVA LETTER AU;Lo;O0;L;;;:;:N; ;7
1E040; PALLAVA LETTER KA;Lo;O;L;;;;:N;;;::;
1E041; PALLAVA LETTER KHA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:N;;;;;
1E042; PALLAVA LETTER GA;Lo;O0;L;;;:;:N; ;7
1E043; PALLAVA LETTER GHA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:N;;;::
1E044; PALLAVA LETTER NGA;Lo;0;L;;;;:N;;;;;
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1E045; PALLAVA LETTER CA;Lo;O0;L;;:;:N;;::7
1E046; PALLAVA LETTER CHA;Lo;O0;L;;;::N; ;.7
1E047; PALLAVA LETTER JA;Lo;0;L;;;;:N; ;37
1E048; PALLAVA LETTER JHA;Lo;O0;L;;:;::N;:::
1E049; PALLAVA LETTER NYA;Lo;0;L;;;::N; ;7
1E04A; PALLAVA LETTER TTA;Lo;0;L;;;;:N;;:;::
1E04B; PALLAVA LETTER TTHA;Lo;0;L;;;;:;N;;;:;
1E04C; PALLAVA LETTER DDA;Lo;O0;L;;;::N; ;7
1E04D; PALLAVA LETTER DDHA;Lo;0;L;;;;:;N;;;:;
1EO4E; PALLAVA LETTER NNA;Lo;O0;L;;:;::N; ;57
1EO04F; PALLAVA LETTER TA;Lo;O0;L;;;:;:N; ;7
1E050; PALLAVA LETTER THA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:N;; ;73
1E051; PALLAVA LETTER DA;Lo;O0;L;;:;:N;;::7
1E052; PALLAVA LETTER DHA;Lo;O0;L;;;::;N; ;7
1E053; PALLAVA LETTER NA;Lo;O;L;;;;:N;;;::;
1E054; PALLAVA LETTER PA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:N;;;:
1E055; PALLAVA LETTER PHA;Lo;O0;L;;;::;N;;: ;3
1E056; PALLAVA LETTER BA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:N;;;::;
1E057; PALLAVA LETTER BHA;Lo;Q0;L;;;;;N;;;::;
1E058; PALLAVA LETTER MA;Lo;O0;L;;;:;:N; ;7
1E059; PALLAVA LETTER YA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:N;;;::;
1EO5A; PALLAVA LETTER RA;Lo;0;L;;;;:;N;;:;:;:;
1EO05B; PALLAVA LETTER LA;Lo;O0;L;;;:;:N; ;7
1E05C; PALLAVA LETTER VA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:N;;::;
1E05D; PALLAVA LETTER SHA;Lo;0;L;;;;:N;;;;;
1EO5E; PALLAVA LETTER SSA;Lo;0;L;;;::N; ;0
1EO5F; PALLAVA LETTER SA;Lo;O0;L;;;;:N;;;::;
1E060; PALLAVA LETTER HA;Lo;O0;L;;;;;N;;;;:;
1EO061; PALLAVA LETTER LLA;Lo;O0;L;;;::;N;;:::3
1E062; PALLAVA LETTER LLLA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;:;
1E063;<reserved>

1E064;<reserved>

1E065; PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN AA;Mc;0;L;;;::;N;;:;:;:;
1E066; PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN I;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
1E067; PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN II;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
1E068; PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN U;Mn;0;NSM;;;;::N;;::;
1E069; PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN UU;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
1E06A; <reserved>

1E06B; <reserved>

1EQ06C; <reserved>

1E06D; <reserved>

1EO06GE; <reserved>

1EO6F; PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN EE;Mc;0;L;;;;;N;;;;:;
1E070; PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN AI;Mc;0;L;1EQ06F 1E074;;;;N;;;;;
1E071;<reserved>

1E072; PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN OO;Mc;0;L;1E06F 1E065;;;;N;;;;;
1E073; PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN AU;Mc;0;L;1E06F 1EQ075;;;:;N;;;:;;
1E074; PALLAVA AI LENGTH MARK;Mn;O0;NSM;;;;:;N;;;::;;:
1E075; PALLAVA AU LENGTH MARK;Mc;0;L;;;;;N;;;:;:;
1E076; PALLAVA SIGN ANUSVARA;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
1E077; PALLAVA SIGN VISARGA;Mc;0;L;;:;::N;7:::
1E078; PALLAVA SIGN VIRAMA;Mn;9;NSM;;;;:N;;;;:;
1E079; PALLAVA SUBJOINER;Mn; 9;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;
1EO7A; PALLAVA DANDA;P0o;0;L;;;::N;;;;;

1E07B; PALLAVA DOUBLE DANDA;Po;O0;L;;;::;N;;:::3
1E07C; PALLAVA SIGN SIDDHAM;Lo;0;L;;;;:;N;;::;
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1E300

Independent vowels

1E300 PALLAVA LETTER A
1E301 PALLAVA LETTER AA
1E302 PALLAVA LETTER I
1E303 PALLAVA LETTER 11
1E304 PALLAVA LETTER U
1E305 N <reserved>

1E306 N <reserved>

1E307 <reserved>

1E308 <reserved>

1E309 N <reserved>

1E30A N <reserved>

1E30B ® PALLAVA LETTER EE
1E30C 2 PALLAVA LETTER Al
1E30D <reserved>

1E30E 2 PALLAVA LETTER OO
1E30F & PALLAVA LETTER AU
Consonants

1E310 ¢ PALLAVA LETTER KA
1E311 & PALLAVA LETTER KHA
1E312 & PALLAVA LETTER GA
1E313 v PALLAVA LETTER GHA
1E314 & PALLAVA LETTER NGA
1E315 & PALLAVA LETTER CA
1E316 & PALLAVA LETTER CHA
1E317 & PALLAVA LETTERJA
1E318 P PALLAVA LETTER JHA
1E319 ‘7 PALLAVA LETTER NYA
1E31A & PALLAVA LETTER TTA
1E31B o PALLAVA LETTER TTHA
1E31C < PALLAVA LETTER DDA
1E31D <& PALLAVA LETTER DDHA
1E31E ¥ PALLAVA LETTER NNA
1E31F & PALLAVA LETTER TA
1E320 & PALLAVA LETTER THA
1E321 <& PALLAVA LETTER DA
1E322 & PALLAVA LETTER DHA
1E323 4 PALLAVA LETTER NA
1E324 & PALLAVA LETTER PA
1E325 & PALLAVA LETTER PHA
1E326 © PALLAVA LETTER BA
1E327 & PALLAVA LETTER BHA
1E328 &8 PALLAVA LETTER MA
1E329 e PALLAVA LETTER YA
1E32A I PALLAVA LETTER RA
1E32B ® PALLAVA LETTER LA
1E32C & PALLAVA LETTER VA
1E32D & PALLAVA LETTER SHA
1E32E & PALLAVA LETTER SSA
1E32F & PALLAVA LETTER SA
1E330 ¢n PALLAVA LETTER HA
1E331 ¢ PALLAVA LETTER LLA
1E332 oo PALLAVA LETTER LLLA
1E333 N <reserved>

1E334 N <reserved>

Dependent vowel signs
1E335 1 PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN AA

1E336 g PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN I
1E337 & PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN II
1E338 2 PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN U
1E339 : PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN UU
1E33A N <reserved>

1E33B N <reserved>

1E33C <reserved>

1E33D
1E33E {

<reserved>
<reserved>

Printed using UniBook™
(http://www.unicode.org/unibook/)

Pallava 1E34C

1E33F ¢ PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN EE
1E340 ¢ PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN Al

=1E33F o 1E344 &
1E341 <reserved>
1E342 1 PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN OO
=1E33F ¢ 1E335

1E343 ] PALLAVA VOWEL SIGN AU
=1E33F cv 1E345

Length marks

1E344 & PALLAVA AILENGTH MARK
1E345 </l PALLAVA AU LENGTH MARK

Various signs

1E346 & PALLAVA SIGN ANUSVARA
1E347 < PALLAVA SIGN VISARGA

Virama
1E348 & PALLAVA SIGN VIRAMA

Su bjg_i‘ner

1E349 |7} PALLAVA SUBJOINER

Punctuation

1E34A | PALLAVA DANDA
1E34B J PALLAVA DOUBLE DANDA

Auspicious sign
1E34C 6 PALLAVA SIGN SIDDHAM
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Brahmi Pallava Grantha
KA + cJa Fo
KHA 1 2} 62
GA N @} v
GHA b P\ 6L
NGA C € E22)
CA d S 9]
CHA ) b 210
JA E e 2
JHA i JJ FU
NYA b "J1 %
TTA C 1<) L
TTHA O lé] O
DDA r < 2)
DDHA ® & 29
NNA I B 6007
TA A (6)) 5
THA 0] & uo
DA p 2 2
DHA D &S uw

Table 1: Comparison of the consonant letters KA .. DHA of Brahmi, Pallava, and Grantha.

10
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Brahmi Pallava Grantha
NA 1 & 1
PA L d 6Ll
PHA b & 6.0
BA O O 6Nl
BHA m & K%
MA 8 8 3
YA d cU w
RA ! " 1)
LA dJ @ @
VA ) S 6L
SHA T A uo
SSA b A 6%
SA a0 J [NY)
HA L N om
LLA Iy e 6
LLLA @ Q0 —

Table 2: Comparison of the consonant letters DHA .. LLLA of Brahmi, Pallava, and Grantha.

11
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Brahmi Pallava Grantha

A H (Llj &G

AA o+ ‘(lj‘l (D)

I 208
1 | Q IT:
U L 4 2
uU E — oen
VOCALIC R X — 3
VOCALIC RR X — &3
VOCALIC L g — 83
VOCALIC LL T — 833
. A _ _
EE — (&) 6UTT
AT A 2 Gl
0 1 — _
00 — e 62
AU T & 62617

Table 3: Comparison of the vowel letters of Brahmi, Pallava, and Grantha.

12
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Brahmi Pallava Grantha

VOWEL SIGN AA i A

VOWEL SIGN 1

VOWEL SIGN II
VOWEL SIGN U 3
VOWEL SIGN UU T )
VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC R o — i:ﬁfa

VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC RR

[ %]
|
e

VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC L i _ _
VOWEL SIGN VOCALIC LL i _ _
VOWEL SIGN E _ L

VOWEL SIGN EE — C: Gl

I

=)
13

D)

VOWEL SIGN AI
VOWEL SIGN O _ _
VOWEL SIGN 00 — G Qi

VOWEL SIGN AU T el Qe

Table 4: Comparison of the dependent vowel signs of Brahmi, Pallava, and Grantha.

13
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Brahmi Pallava Grantha
CANDRABINDU N — o
2
ANUSVARA ; Ye)
. o
VISARGA . 3
VIRAMA }
AVAGRAHA — — <

Anshuman Pandey

Table 5: Comparison of various signs of Brahmi, Pallava, and Grantha.

14
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PALLAVA COPPERPLATE GRANT OF SIVASKANDAVARMAN.
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J. Burgess, fecil, : . . W. Griggs, Photo-Lith,

Figure 1: Pallava inscriptions on copper plate grants of the Pallava king Sivaskandavarman (from
Biihler 1892: plate 1).
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PALLAVA COPPERPLATE GRANT OF SIVASKANDAVARMAN.
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Figure 2: Pallava inscriptions on copper plate grants of the Pallava king Sivaskandavarman (from
Biihler 1892: plate 2).
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PALLLAVA COPPERPLATE GRANT OF SIVASKANDAVARMAN.
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Figure 3: Pallava inscriptions on copper plate grants of the Pallava king Sivaskandavarman (from
Biihler 1892: plate 3).
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PALLAVA COPPERPLATE GRANT OF SlVASKANDAVARMAN.
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Figure 4: Pallava inscriptions on copper plate grants of the Pallava king Sivaskandavarman (from
Biihler 1892: plate 4).
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PALLAVA COPPERPLATE GRANT OF SIVASKANDAVARMAN

| 21 ep c\’%?u Lisdle s
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Soale: Full sise. W. Griggs, Photo-Litho,

Figure 5: Pallava inscriptions on copper plate grants of the Pallava king Sivaskandavarman (from
Biihler 1892: plate 5).
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Figure 6: Inventory of letterforms used in the Pallava copper plates grants of Sivaskandavarman
(from Biihler 1892: plate 6).
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J 33 'gaaggagemém ﬁfﬁgméﬂ*
(05954 000 £ Lo835T
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£ Hullzch, Ph.D.umpr. Seale: 3-4ths of original.

Figure 7: A plate from a copper plate grant (from Hultzsch 1892: plate before p. 338).
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Crant of VjayanandiVarmmd,ca 4% cent. A.D.

» /“(,-'\‘..
6\*1:; JAROD g TR ARk ia g2
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\2 RE A0

vf‘J \“

Figure 8: Copper plate grant with Pallava inscription (from Burnell 1874: plate after p. 146).
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Figure 9: Copper plate grant with Pallava inscription (from Burnell 1874: plate after p. 148).
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Figure 10: Excerpt of a ‘prasasti’ inscription on a yupa from Indonesia.
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