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Four possible illustrations of a matryoshka nesting doll.
Credit Aphee Messer, free for use in conjunction with this proposal. Alternate rendering below,
Credit Jef Gray, free for use with this proposal.
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Abstract

This proposal requests the addition of a MATRYOSHKA, or RUSSIAN NESTING DOLL, to the
Unicode emoji library. The current emoji library's visual references to post-Soviet culture are
limited to national flags and the Ruble symbol ([1). However, post-Soviet cultures represent 60
countries and a population of 290 million people. Russia is also frequently a topic of news and
conversation, especially in the U.S., and we believe Russian and post-Soviet cultures deserve
more representation in the emoji world. We also think the emoji could represent the concept of
"nesting," as detailed in the Multiple Uses section of this proposal.



Introduction

Currently, users' ability to reference Eastern Europe, Russia and the former Soviet Union, is
limited in terms of emoji. Commonly recognized cultural symbols are not available in the current
catalog of visual artifacts.

The two largest countries in this group, Russia and Ukraine, are frequently in the news for
enormous international events, sporting and artistic events, yet they have no symbols in emoji,
only flags. Some of these relevant news events include:

Russian interactions with other governments’

Russian/Ukrainian dispute over the territory of Crimea?

The 2018 FIFA World Cup in Russia®

The 2014 Olympics in Sochi*

The Eurovision song contest in Kiev 2005 and 2017, and Moscow in 2009°

Given the large number of nations and post-Soviet diaspora worldwide, the introduction of a
MATRYOSHKA emoji offers something that can reflect Eastern European cultural traditions
without carrying political or religious connotations.

"Matryoshka" derives from the Russian word for "mother," and the traditional matryoshka dolls
depict friendly women wearing kerchiefs and traditional Russian peasant clothing. One theory is
that the dolls are meant to represent the grandmother, mother, granddaughter and successive
generations.® They date back to 1890 and have become a symbol of Russian crafts and
heritage.’

! https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/30/technology/facebook-google-russia.html

2 https://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2019/02/06/world/europe/ap-eu-ukraine-presidential-election.html
3 https://www.fifa.com/worldcup/

4 https://www.olympic.org/sochi-2014

5 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eurovision_Song_Contest#Host_country

% https://www.gounesco.com/matryoshka-origin-symbolic-meaning/

7 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matryoshka_doll



Traditional matryoshka dolls feature a "babushka" woman, her daughters, and her daughters' daughters.
Photo from Liliana International.

A store in Sitka, Alaska, sells a wide variety of matryoshka dolls. Photo by Debbie Hahn on Pinterest.



http://www.lilianainternational.com/floral-matryoshka-nesting-doll.aspx
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/247698048229594634/
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On the left, a set of matryoshka dolls depicts Russian president Vladmir Putin and preceding Russian
leaders. Photo from Russian Crafts. On the right, an American version features President Barack Obama
and preceding presidents. Photo from Alamy stock photos.

An online vendor sells handmade nesting dolls representing Star Wars characters. Photo from
andesartesanias on eBay.

Matryoshka dolls also enjoy very widespread recognition in non-Soviet countries, where they
are adapted to other contexts and also recognized as a Russian cultural symbol.?

8 https://www.tripsavvy.com/what-is-a-matryoshka-1502244


https://russian-crafts.com/nesting-dolls/political/vladimir-putin-matryoshka.html
https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo-ronald-reagan-george-h-w-bush-bill-clinton-george-w-bush-barack-obama-40248108.html
https://www.ebay.com/itm/Star-Wars-Darth-Vader-Stormtrooper-Matryoshka-Handmade-Wooden-Nesting-Dolls-7pc-/272276743455?_trksid=p2349526.m4383.l4275.c1#viTabs_0

Due to its widespread recognition, popularity, and association with post-Soviet cultures, we
believe the MATRYOSHKA will provide an emoji that can stand in for many different symbols of
these cultures. It also has the benefit of being non-political and non-religious, which can help
increase representation of a culture at a time when relations between modern-day countries are
in flux and can be controversial.

Selection Factors: Inclusion

A. Compatibility

We are not aware of an existing MATRYOSHKA emoiji or icon in any of the major platform.

B. Expected Usage Level

B1. Frequency

Russia is home to 145 million people and Wikipedia estimates the Russian diaspora at 20-30
million people worldwide.® This suggest a large demand for a Russian-oriented emoji and ties to
Emojination's mission to represent more cultures in emoji.

I have included trends as way of demonstrating the higher references to Russian (language,
culture, and heritage) vs. Russia as a keyword. | have also compared the common phrase for
the dolls, Matryoshka vs Russian Doll, with Matryoshka trending much higher due to those who
know it by name.

Here we compare occurrences of the word "matryoshka" with the median emoji of "penguin."
Because the Matryoshka is primarily a Russian icon and image, it doesn't rank particularly high
in English-language search results. Where possible, we have also included search results for
the Cyrillic spelling of both Matryoshka (maTtpéLwka) and Penguin (MUHIBUH).

While Google web trends search and other statistics are low for MATRYOSHKA vs. PENGUIN,
there are a number of instances where the two are of the same order of magnitude. We are
confident in the MATRYOSKA'’s popularity to symbologize Russian and Eastern Europe, which
is harder to capture with search statistics because they are overly broad.

® https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_diaspora



Instagram

On Instagram, #nestingdolls returns 42,300 posts,'® while #matryoshka returns 169,000 and
#russiandolls returns 50,000." The Cyrillic spelling #maTtpéuwika shows an additional 40,000
posts.™

#matryoshka

169,467 posts

Top Posts

VKontakte

In Russian-speaking countries, social media giants such as Vkontakte.ru or (VK.com) are the
primary alternative to Facebook. A search for "maTpéLuka" reveals the following results™

10 https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/nestingdolls/

" https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/matryoshka/

12 https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/russiandolls/?hl=en

13
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%80%D1%91%D1%88%D0%
BA%D0%B0/?hl=en

14
vk.com/search?c%5Bper_page%5D=40&c%5Bq%5D=%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%80%D1%91%
D1%88%D0%BA%D0%B0&c%5Bsection%5D=auto



https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/russiandolls/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/russiandolls/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%80%D1%91%D1%88%D0%BA%D0%B0/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%80%D1%91%D1%88%D0%BA%D0%B0/?hl=en
https://vk.com/search?c%5Bper_page%5D=40&c%5Bq%5D=%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%80%D1%91%D1%88%D0%BA%D0%B0&c%5Bsection%5D=auto
https://vk.com/search?c%5Bper_page%5D=40&c%5Bq%5D=%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%80%D1%91%D1%88%D0%BA%D0%B0&c%5Bsection%5D=auto

Search Results

MaTpélKa

People 1,024

Show all

Maria Matreshka Yulia Russkaya-Mat... Alina Yakushina Matrenasuper Mast...
Volgograd, Russia Moscow, Russia dunuan Ky6ry Moscow, Russia
Communities 1,625 Show all

| N SIS0 e

MampEmss

o
3
MATRESHKI
[o 7P »

Monutuyeckasa mat... MATPELLKA
2: 50,846 12,667

PectopaH MATPELL... CoBMecTHbIe MOKYT...
24,067 2: 16,030

Show all

Canat "OnuBbe" B pecTopaHe "MaTpéluKa...
M3IOM | Ega

12,387 views - one year ago

MaTpéLuku / TaHLbl Kpyrbii ro
Matpewky PROMO | TaHub! KpYrabIv rof,
18,707 views - two months ago

Show all

Svetlana Ivanova
6 minutes ago

@ ® MYXKCKOW M KEHCKUI TPUKOTAX U3 UBAHOBO Ne 37 (@
* 37 %7t IPUHUMAIO BAKASBIN #rk 7ok

£ &3 cTon 15 aHBAPS £ £F CHWXEH OPM! LIEHBI B ABBEOME
OKOHYATE/NBHbBIE!

E3 B anc6om: https://vk.com/album38094018_258826843
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These numbers are not meant to compare to the reference emaoji, but instead to show how
iconic the dolls are as a symbol of culture.



Odnoklassniki

A social media site that is popular with Russian speakers, known as Odnoklassniki.ru or OK.ru
reveals the following search results:"

N i 00 2
O onHoknaccHukm ] @ A LI 0 e

x

Messages Discussions Notifications Friends Guests

People Groups Games Music Video

:

563 groups found

Matpewxka (MKeHckuit xXypHan)
100K participants

& xynuHapus, cembs U AeTW, Moaa, kpacota, 3OPOBLE, omop

Join

MonuTtnueckasn MaTpeLluka

23K participants

& Monutnka, OBGLWIECTBEHHO NONUTUYECKAR, OMOP

Obcywpnaem Bcé U Boex!

LliBevHan dabpuka «MaMaTpéwka»

1K participants,

& weeiHan habpuka MaTPELLKa, MATPELLKa, AETCKAs KYpTKa, KyPTKa, XKEeHCKas KypTka,
Kenert, WepcTh

s¥Opexaa 1 aKceccyapsl ¢ PUCYHKOM B HAPOAHOM CTHIE
+79289703555

https://www.ok.ru/search?st.query=%D0%BC%D0%B0%D1%82%D1%80%D1%91%D1%88%D0%BA%D0%B0&st.mode=Groups
&st.grmode=Groups&st.posted=set&st.mmode=Track



,O‘ OHOKNACCHUKM e @y ‘ - -t

Messages Discussions Notifications Friends

People Groups Games Music Video

maTpéLuka X

6 channels found

MaTpellKa MaTpéLiKa LMpK
0 subscribers = 2 videos 1 subscriber - 10 videos
Show more

4 249 videos found

On these Russian platforms, there is a net gain of 16 million more hits when using the Russian
language version of the word "Matryoshka" over its English equivalent (52 million versus 36
million). "Penguin" saw a smaller net gain of 3 million in the same language comparison (104
million compared to 101 million).

Yandex Search

Penguin vs Matryoshka (English):
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Penguin
Search Pictures Video Cards Market news Translator Music
In erlando & | | Hacaire .ru
Russian | English E Still ~ File type
Per day In 2 weeks Per month Or Do

Penguin Books USA
penguin.com »

Still

Exactly as in the request

L

Clear

The official home of Penguin Books, USA, publishers of bestselling fiction, nonfiction,

classics, and children's books

Penguin - Wikipedia

en.wikipedia.org > Penguin »

Penguins (order Sphenisciformes, family Spheniscidae) are a group of aquatic,
flightless birds, They live almost exclusively in the Southern Hemisphere | found
in the Galapagos penguin , found north of the equator. Read more >

Penguin - Simple English Wikipedia, the free encyclop...
simple.wikipedia.org > Penguin ~

Penguins are seabirds in the family Spheniscidae. They can't fly in the air.
They eat fish and other seafood. Penguins lay their eggs and their babies on
land. Read more »

Penguin USA - Twitter

twitter.com > penguinusa~ &

Penguin Books USA is the US affiliate of the internationally r ...
Subscribers : 4 million

Read more »

0

H Penguin : translation, pronunciation, transcription, examples ...

\.‘

WooordHunt.ru > word / penguin =

Translation of the word penguin | American and British pronunciation, transcription, phrases,

examples of use.

Penguin - New World Encyclopedia
newworldencyclopedia.org > entry / Penguin »

Penguin (PEN-gwin or PENG-gwin) Spheniscidae, living almost exclusively .,
Read more »

To find S

i

Penguin

The tamily of flightless seabirds, the only modem in the
modern species. All members of this family swim and d

Interesting fact: In Central Europe and Russia, pengui

Xy

Crested King
penguin Pengui

see also

Little
penguin

Emperor
Penguin

Wikipedia

Report an error

Found 101 millien results

To advertise shaow all




SIH 1eKC = matryoshka

Search Pictures Video Cards Market news

[ Matryoshka , Ika - Best Price Guaranteed.
Secure booking Fortoday Fortomorrow Book now

booking.com > Matryoshka v  advertising
Book your Matryoshka | Ika. Best Price Guaranteed,

Genuine reviews - Free cancellation - No commission - Wide selection

w Matryoshka doll - Wikipedia
en.wikipedia.org > Matryoshka doll »
Matryoshka dolls (Russian: matryoshka , IPA: [me

known as Russian dolls, stacking dolls, or Russian dolls ... Read more »

Still

@ How matryoshka doll is made - manufacture, making, history ...

madehow.com > Volume-6 / Matryoshka-Doll.html

Of The matryoshka matryoshka doll is a symbol of Russia and ITS culture. It's truly a doll
— a child's plaything — it's truly a couple of years ago as a highly collectible art form. The
matryoshka doll (or, simply, the matryoshka ) is a nested doll with ... Read more »

(€ What does Matryoshka mean? The Story of Russian Nesting ...

travelallrussia.com > blog / matryoshka-russian-beauty «

Does for What Matryoshka mean, how are nesting dolls made, and Entire ... Undoubtedly, a
Matryoshka - a Russian wooden doll with Products smaller dolls stacked | Stacked Within
the Bigger ones, to the BE Considered a symbol of Russian folk art and culture. The word ...

Read More »

w Matryoshka - Simple English Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

simple.wikipedia.org > Matryoshka +

Matryoshka made of wood This doll is one of the most popular souvenirs in Russia. It is also

widely known as “Aunt Qlga " "Babushka™ or "Mommy ... Read more »

L' 3RACHA - Matryoshka lyrics + English translation
lyricstranslate.com > en/matryoshka-matryoshka html .. v

Matryoshka (English translation). Artist: 3RACHA. Song: Matryoshka 4 translations. ...

Matryoshka . Original Transliteration Transliteration 2. Read More »

& Matrvoshka Nestina Dolls: Meanina of Russian Woaden ...

nuHremMH and maTtpéwka (Russian):

This has 104 million results in Russian.

To find Q,

i

Matryoshka

Series, from 2018
1 season

The film tells about the fate of a young girl, Julia, whe turned o
line of the struggle for state security ... KinoPoisk

Genre: Drama
Country: Russia
Directed by: Kim Druzhinin

Actors

Ivan Dmitry Viadimir Artyom
Kolesnikov ~ Palamarchuk  Litvinov Petrovich
Volokhow Krylov

MovieSearch  Report a bug

Found 36 million results
2,117 hits per month




gHHEKC NUHIBMH

Mowck Kaptwukm Buaeo Kaptel Mapketr Hoeoctw [NMepeeogunk  My3bika

W [MuHrenHoBLIe — Bukuneams
ru.wikipedia.org > wiki/TTMHIBMHOBLIE +
MWHrBIHOBLIE, UMW MUHIBWHLI (Nat. Spheniscidae), — cemeRcTBo
HENETAIOWMX MOPCKMX NTUL, EAWHCTEEHHOE COBPEMEHHOE B OTPAOE
NHHErBMHO0OpasHeIX (Sphenisciformes). YuTars ewe »

& MWHrBMH — onucaHue, BUALI, YEM NUTAKTCA MUHIBMH...
nashzeleniymir.ru > nNAHIBKH +
MUHFBMH — HENETAIOLLAA NTULA U3 CeMENCTEBa NMHIEMHOBLIX. Bee o
AMHIBWUHAX. XapaKTEPUCTHKE W CTPOEHWE, PAIMHONEHHE, PasHOBUOHOCTH, r4e
oBuTakT... Yutarte ews »

MuUHrBMHbBIL: oNMcaHwe, NoBagku, rae HKMBYT, KaK BbIMAQAT...
poznavayka.org > zoologiya/pingvinyi-korennyie. .. =

MUHrBMH CNUCaHKe, CTPOEHKE, XapakTepucTuka. Kak BuirnAaMT nuHremH? Bee Des
MCKMEOYEHNA NUHIFBUHEI NEPEOKNACCHEIE NNOBLE!, K TOMY XK YMEIOLME OTNUHHO HEIPATE. A
BOT NETaTh OHW, K COMANSHUIO, He YMEKOT oT cnosa coecem. [la v no... Yutars ewé >

€ MUHrBMHBI | SHUMKNONEAWA KUBOTHBIX
animalsglobe.ru > pingvini/ »
MUHrEMHB! — OAHM U3 CaMBIX ADEBHMX NTHL Ha 3ewmne. rlpe,ﬂ,CTaB.l'ISllOT
ofGocobnenHy rpynny NTUL, BeIAENEHHYIO B OTAENBHBIA OTPAL
MuurenHootpasHbix. YuTaTs ewe >

@ MUHrBUHbI - HeoObIYHbLIE NTULbI
lifeglobe.net > MUHIBUHGI *
MUHrBMHBI - HeoDbMHbIE NTHUE!. MUHIBMH — EAMHCTEEHHARA NTULE, KOTOPAaA MOXET
NNaBaTh, HO HE MOKET NeTaTe. Kpome Toro, 370 eAMHCTBEHHAA NTUUAE, XOAAWAA cToA. B 1ol
TeME A PACCKEKY BamM 0D 3TUX YAMBMTENbHBIX CO3AAHMAX. YUTaTb el >

@ Buael NMHrBMHOB hOTO, OnUcaHne
mirplaneta.ru > vidy-pingvinov-foto-opisanie html =
MmnepaTopcriil NMHFBMH ABNAETCA CaMbIM KDYNHBIM NpeAcTaBuTEneM
MUHIEWHORB. B BBICOTY OH MOHET OCTUraTL A0 140 cM, a BEC MOKET
npessiwate 40 k. YutaTte ewe >

Haiitu \!,

Ewe

)

MUHrBuHoOBLIE

CemeiicTBo HeNeTaoWMX MOPCKUX NTUL, SAMHCTEE
nuHrerMHoobpasHeix. B Hero exnoqaoT 18 cospeme
cemeiicTBa XOpoLUO NNABAIOT W HbIPAKT. Bukmuneay

WuTepecHe dakr: B LienTpaneHon Eepone u Po
B 300NapKax, HEKOTOPLIE M3 KoTopbiX [...]

CmMmoTpuTe TaKkke

Wmneparo...  Manei Xoxnateii Ko
NUHIBHH NUHIBMH NHHIBHUH n4

Hawnoce 104 mnH pesyneratos
712 TeiC. NOKA308B B Mecay

Hare obkaBneHue



gHﬂEKC MaTpéLuka

Monck KaptvHkm Bupeo Kaptel Mapker Hosoctv [Mepesogumk  My3bika

MaTpéLwka

MaTtpéLwka — pycckas AepeBsiHHasa Urpyluka B uae
pacnuUcHO KyKnbl, BHYTPU KOTOPOI HaxodaTca noaobHele e
KYKIbl MeHbLUero pasmepa. Yvcno BnoXeHHbIX KyKon obbIYHO -
Tpu u Gonee.

Marpéwka — Buknnegns
W ru.wikipedia.org > Marpélwka

[ Otenb MaTpeluka, Mocksa — BeirogHsle LeHbl 6e3 komuceuii!
HapexHoe bpoHupoBaHue Ha cerogHs  Ha 3asTpa
booking.com > OTens-Matpelwka v pexnama
BpoHupyiiTe otenu oHnaiH Ha Booking.com

BpoxupyiiTe ceityac

s ManémKa — CMOTPKWTE KapTUHKHK
Anpexc.KapTuHkm > maTpéluka »

DHCYHOK packpacka wasnox pyccran

cyrGon

€O CBMCTKOM Xoxnoma

Haiitu \!,

Ewe

52 Million Results

Hawnock 52 MnH pesyneratos

[larb obbasnenwe [lokasatb Bce

Google Trends: Web Search

While Google web trends search is low for MATRYOSHKA vs. PENGUIN, we are confident in
the doll's popularity from the actual web results, and we like the Eastern European connotation.



® Penguin @® Matryoshka

Search term Search term

Worldwide Past 12 months ¥ All categories ¥ Web Search ¥

+ Add comparison

Interest over time

|4

<o <

Average Dec 24,2017 Apr29,2018

@ nNUHrBMH ® maTpéwka
Search term Search term

Worldwide Past 12 months ¥ All categories ¥ Web Search v

Sep 2,2018

+ Add comparison

Interest over time
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Google Trends: Image Search

® matryoshka @® penguin :

Search term . Search term . + Add companson
Worldwide ¥ Past 12 months ¥ All categories ¥ Image Search ¥
Interest over time ¥ <>
Average Dec 24,2017 Apr 29,2018 Sep 2,2018
® wmatpélika - ® nuHrBMH . .
P : : + Add comparison
Search term Search term
Worldwide ~ Past 12 months ¥ All categories ¥ Image Search ¥

&

Interest over time <>

St

Average Dec 24, 2017 Apr 29,2018 Sep 2,2018



Google Search

Google

Penguin

All Images Videos News Sheopping More

About 389,000,000 results (0.76 seconds)

Original Penguin Official | Huge Selection Of Products

www.originalpenguin.com/ ¥

Top Rated Original Penguin Apparel. Be An Original, Shop
Email Sign Up - 30% Off - Resolve To Save - Join Original k

Google

Matryoshka

All Images Videos Shopping Maps More

About 7,430,000 results (0.68 seconds)

Matryoshka is a traditional Russian souvenir, the most
popular among Russians and foreigners. It's a symbol of
motherhood, fertility, as a puppet doll with numerous family



Go._' :-gle MUHIBUH

All Images Videos News Maps More

About 7,460,000 results (0.54 seconds)

[MMHrBuH - Buknnegma
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/TluHreuHoBbie ¥ Translate this page

[MUHIrBUHOBBIE, UM NUHTBIUHLI (NaT. Spheniscidae), — cen

Go._' ) gle MaTpéllka

All Images Maps Shopping Videos More

About 8,520,000 results (0.63 seconds)

Tip: Search for English results only. You can specify your :
in Preferences

Con naaTnAalliva

Google Ngram Viewer



Google Books Ngram Viewer

Graph these comma-separated phrases: | nesting doll,matryoshka,penguin | case-insensitive

between 2000 and 2008 from the corpus English with smoothing of 0 . Search lots of books

0.0000700%
0.0000600% -
0.0000500%
0.0000400% penguin
0.0000300%

0.0000200%

0.0000100%

matryoshka

0.0000000% = - : mm——— - ; —————— nesting doll
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

(click on lineflabel for focus)

YouTube

YouTube search results for "matryoshka": 101,000
YouTube search results for "penguin”: 20,300,000

YouTube search results for "maTtpéwka" (matryoshka): 38,800
YouTube search results for "nuHreun" (penguin): 72,400

Bing
b penguin (O]
All Images Videos Maps News Shopping My saves
28,900,000 Results Any time -

Penguin | Shop Original Penguin Clothes
https://www.originalpenguin.com -

Ad| Top Rated Original Penguin Clothes. Be An Original, Shop Official Site Today!
Polos - From $34.99 - Classic & Heritage Fits [more]




b matryoshka (O]

All Shopping Images Videos Maps News My saves

1,490,000 Results Any time -

Matryoshka doll - Wikipedia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matryoshka_doll ~

Overview

b MUHIBUH (O]

All Images Videos Maps News Shopping My saves

369,000 Results Any time

[MnHremMHoBble — Bukunneamsa
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/lvHrenHoesie = Translate this page
Tpu Buaa — xoxnateii nuHremnH (Eudyptes sclateri), Benvkonenxsidi nuHreuH (Megadyptes antipodes

rananarocckui NMHrBMH (Spheniscus mendiculus) — B Havane XXI Beka 6bINK NpUaHaHbI
HAYANSHTAMIACG HA MNAUK RLIMANALAG alllé frakk

b MaTpéLuka (O]

All Images Videos Maps News Shopping My saves

369,000 Results Any time

MnHrenHoBsble — Buknneaus

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/luurenHosele » Translate this page

Tpw BMAa — xoxnatsii nuHrBMH (Eudyptes sclateri), BennkonenHsiin nuHremMd (Megadyptes antipodes
rananarocckui nMHrenH (Spheniscus mendiculus) — B Ha4ane XXI| Beka Obinv NpraHaHbl

Wikipedia and Wikipedia.ru



WIKIPEDIA

The Free Encyclopedia

Main page
Contents

Featured content
Current events
Random article
Donate to Wikipedia
Wikipedia store

Interaction

Help

About Wikipedia
Community portal
Recent changes
Contact page

Tools

Upload file
Special pages
Printable version

Languages o]

WIKIPEDIA

The Free Encyclopedia

Main page
Contents

Featured content
Current events
Random article
Donate to Wikipedia
Wikipedia store

Interaction

Help

About Wikipedia
Community portal
Recent changes
Contact page

Tools

Upload file
Special pages
Printable version

Special page

Search results

& Not logged in Talk Contributions Create account Log in

Search Wikipedia Q

@ Help

Q Penguin

Penguin

Penguin Books

Penguin (character)
Penguin Random House
Penguins of Madagascar
Penguin Cafe Orchestra
Penguin Group

Penguin Classics
Penguin Highway

Penguindrum

of 60,380

-]

projects

exclusively in the Southern Hemisphere
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Special page

Search results
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Matryoshka doll

Matryoshka dolls (Russian: matpéwka, IPA: [me
‘triegksa] (listen)), also known as Russian nesting dolls,

stacking dolls, or Russian dolls, are the set of
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B2. Multiple Usages

The matryoshka dolls are symbolic beyond Russia. Nesting dolls are commonly found in many
countries from Finland, Czech Republic, Romania, and as far south as Croatia and Montenegro.
Though many outside of Eastern Europe think of the matryoshka as a symbol of "Russia," it
really symbolizes a larger cultural footprint. Literary'® and cultural'’ references to characteristics
of a given situation that appear to have a layered property akin to a Matryoshka doll'®--a story
within a story, enigmatic and deeper than it appears.

Due to the toy's fame as a nesting doll, the emoji could also help convey the concept of nesting.
Indeed, matryoshka dolls may be more well known in English-speaking countries as "nesting
dolls."" Nesting is a common feature of computer programming, referring to the act of storing
objects inside other objects.? Matryoshkas are also common enough as a metaphor, becoming
terms of art in computation?', biology? and other industries. The file format .mkv, common found
on video and media sites, stands for "Matroska Multimedia Container," so named because it fits
several different media types into one file.?®

All of these metaphors use Russian dolls to connote "nesting" or "objects within objects", but
there is no symbol meaning "nest" in the current emoji library.

16 https://www.macalester.edu/russian/about/resources/miscellany/matryoshka/
7 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matryoshka_doll

18 https://russianlegacy.com/matryoshka-nesting-dolls.htm

'° https://www.tripsavvy.com/what-is-a-matryoshka-1502244

2 https://www.webopedia.com/TERM/N/nesting.html

21 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matrioshka_brain

2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon_nanotube#Multi-walled

3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matroska
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An Object within an Object

This web design website shows matryoshka dolls being used as a visual representation of object-oriented
programming. Screenshot of Websolution Designs.

How-To Geek FEATURES ‘ SUBSCRIBE
What Is an MKV File and How Do You Play Them?

UPDATED JULY 3, 2017, 3:14PM EDT

TRENDING 55
=

Why Wi-Fi Channels 12,13, and
14 Are lllegal in the USA

Your Smarthome Setup Might
Break, and There's Nothing You
Can Do About It

Streaming Services Are Beginning

Whether you are downloading videos from the Internet or getting them from other people, To Look Like Cable Companies
there is a high chance that you will come across MKV files. Let's talk about what they are and
how you can use them on your computer. How to Watch the 2019 Super

Rowl Withatit Cahle

This how-to website uses nesting dolls to illustrate the concept of a Matroska Multimedia Container, or
.mkv file. Screenshot of How-To Geek.

B3. Use in Sequences
N/A


https://webolutiondesigns.com/tag/object-oriented-programming/
https://www.howtogeek.com/200736/what-is-an-mkv-file-and-how-do-you-play-them/

B4. Breaking New Ground

Current events and political decisions are rife with references to former Soviet republics,

including Russia, Ukraine, Belarus and others. But there is no positive, nonpolitical visual
reference to say, “I'm proud of my Slavic heritage,” or a way to illuminate a phrase in the

Russian language.

As of today, the vast population of these countries are grossly underrepresented in expressing
visual comments. Use of a flag or monetary symbol is a poor substitute when trying to express
pride in heritage for both citizens of these countries and among compatriots living abroad in
almost every country on Earth. In closing, by way of comparison, there are many times when an
American custom or cultural event is poorly represented by a flag, but perhaps, a slice of pie,
fireworks, or a turkey drumstick works best. This is the potential that can be unlocked if the
MATRYOSHKA emoiji is approved.

C. Image Distinctiveness

The current library does include "Japanese dolls" (42), but there are two of them and they are
different in skin tone and clothing. The matryoshka has an instantly recognizable pear shape
that is distinct from the more human-shaped "Japanese dolls" which have necks, arms and legs.

D. Completeness

The matryoshka doll is completely unrepresented in emojis to date.
E. Frequently Requested

The matryoshka does not appear on lists of most requested emoji, but some social media users
have expressed a desire for one.



Save = .5 @sasavhana - 3 Jul 2014 v
( ,=*V™) = this emoji tho.... Matryoshka~
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anna @its_annac - 25 Dec 2014 v
Idk | think there should be a matryoshka and peppermint emoji

O v Q

Heather G @heygos - 15 Feb 2017 v
We need a matryoshka emoji NOW

© 6 e

joe @mutablejoe
Every time a story linking Trump to Russia is uncovered there's another one
inside. Can't think of a good metaphor for it though.

O T Q

Mari Andrew @bymariandrew - 3 Jun 2014 v
I'd use these emoji ALL THE TIME if they existed: waffle, disco ball, hair blowing in
the wind, matryoshka doll, person sitting on the floor

Q 11 Q 1
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n e k u @ DELTARUNE @nekukiryu - 5 Oct 2014 v
Does iPhone emoji keyboard have Matryoshka emoji?

-
i ¥

v © O S © @Kale OrBeKilled - 5 Oct 2014 v
Petition for a russian nesting doll emoji

) sk Q

Alexandra Petri @ @petridishes - 3 Sep 2015 v

(N

-nesting doll emaoji

-

Q o Q 7
= Finding Marguerite @findmarguerite - 27 Apr 2015 v
- g Just saw the latest @instagram update. Emaoji hashtags?!?! Awesome. Now | just

need a Russian nesting doll emoji and I'm set. #emoji

&7 1 T 1 v,



4. Selection Factors: Exclusion

F. Overly Specific

The matryoshka would be broad and general in nature, appealing to many Russian and
post-Soviet cultures. The image proposed is the most iconic matryoshka image but it can be
widely interpreted to mean any nesting doll.

G. Open-Ended

There are no substitute or similar representations for the Russian language or the East
European culture where Russian is commonly spoken.

H. Already Representable

Russia and post-Soviet countries are represented by their flags: Russia (mm), Ukraine (™),
Belarus (#¥) and so on. The Russian ruble is also available as a character (1).

However, flags and currency symbols are a far cry from true representation. None of these
symbols convey pride in one's heritage or culture.

l. Logos, brands, Ul icons, signage, specific people, deities

This is a generic symbol without industry or trademark affiliation. It can be found in some logos,
which further supports our argument that it is representative of Russia and Eastern European
cultures.
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J. Transient

This symbol is very established® and will not fade from popularity. It has been widely used for
the last hundred years in souvenirs, tourism®, and cultural ministries.

K. Faulty Comparison

There are no existing matryoshka doll emojis; this would be the first.

6. Other Information

Other Character Properties

The other character properties are suggested to be defined as follows.
General Category:

2 https://www.macalester.edu/russian/about/resources/miscellany/matryoshka/
5 https://www.gounesco.com/matryoshka-origin-symbolic-meaning/
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Canonical Combining Class:

Bidirectional Class:

Decomposition Type:

Decomposition Mapping:

Numeric Type:

Numeric Value:

Bidirectional Mirrored:

Name:

ISO Comment:

Simple Uppercase Mapping: Simple Lowercase Mapping: Simple Title case Mapping:
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