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1.0 Introduction After many years I initiated the encoding of archaic and unused 
symbols of Tamil, a new Supplementary block for fractions and symbols has 
become part of the Unicode standard (Version 12.0).  Any old symbol if found can 
be added by new proposals in the future in this supplement block while leaving 
Tamil block in BMP untouched. https://www.unicode.org/charts/PDF/U11FC0.pdf 

 
This document requests to change a letter in the annotations for U+11FEC and 
U+11FED. 
 
2.0 Tamil Letter K ( ) in between vowels  
 
Tamil letter k( ) when it occurs between two vowels has two sounds, either as a 
sort of -h- or as a sort of -g- (see R.E. Asher, 1985). So whenever intervocalical K 
( ) occurs in Tamil words, Tamil character names in Tamil supplement block use 
only -k- and not -g- or -h-. This can be seen in (a) U+11FE0 with VARAAKAN in 
its character name, and also in (b) U+11FF1 with VAKAIYARAA. Note that in 
both U+11FE0 and U+11FF1, letter -k- is used instead of -g- for  between 
vowels. 
 
The reason for this is explained by Dr. Vasu Ranganathan, University of 
Pennsylvania, a Tamil linguist as well as Chair, INFITT in L2/14-212 
http://www.unicode.org/L2/L2014/14212-tamil-names.pdf 
It can be observed that INFITT in L2/14-212 has requested to use (i) “poka” as 
annotation for U+11FEC and (ii) “aaka” as annotation for U+11FED. 

TAMIL PRONOUNCIATION SOUNDS OF VALLINAM LETTERS,  (k) &  (c) by R. E. Asher (1985)  

From pages, 211 – 212, Prof. R. E. Asher, Croom Helm Descriptive Grammars, TAMIL, 1985, U.K.  (Ref. : L2/15=003) 
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From pages, 211 – 212, Prof. R. E. Asher, Croom Helm Descriptive Grammars, TAMIL, 1985, U.K.  

 
 



3.0 Request to change Annotation of U+11FEC and U+11FED  
 
In the Tamil supplementary block, U+11FEC has the annotation as “poga”, and 
U+11FED has the annotation as “aaga”. For consistency in Tamil Supplement 
block, these annotations need to be corrected. In order to be consistent with the 
names such as U+11FE0 (VARAAKAN) and U+11FF1 (VAKAIYARAA), it is 
requested that  

(i) U+11FEC has the annotation as “poka” 
(ii) U+11FED has the annotation as “aaka” 

 
Thanks.  

 




