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In 1957 the People's Republic of China introduced an alphabetical script for the Zhuang 

language. The alphabet included some uncommon letters for different tones in the 

language. It was the official writing system for Zhuang language before a reform in 

1982 replaced those “tone letters” with Latin letters (z, j, x, q, h). Nowadays, the old 

Zhuang orthography is not used at all, while the new Zhuang script is used very little, 

either. 

 

In Unicode Latin Extended-B, some letters are introduced for those “tone letters” in the 

old Zhuang orthography. 

• Zhuang tone two is U+01A7/U+01A8 Ƨ/ƨ Latin Capital/Small Letter TONE TWO 

• Zhuang tone three is U+0417/U+0437 З/з Cyrillic Capital/Small Letter ZE  

• Zhuang tone four is U+0427/U+0447 Ч/ч Cyrillic Capital/Small Letter CHE  

• Zhuang tone five is U+01BC/U+01BD Ƽ/ƽ Latin Capital/Small Letter TONE FIVE  

• Zhuang tone six is U+0184/U+0185 Ƅ/ƅ Latin Capital/Small Letter TONE SIX 

 

However, the shape of ƅ (U+0185, LATIN SMALL LETTER TONE SIX) in Unicode 

is not typical. In the old Zhuang orthography, there are 11 letters which can be the last 

letter in a syllable to mark the tone. Those are ƨ, з, ч, ƽ, ƅ, p, t, k, b, d, and g. Tone letter 

ƅ is supposed to be as tall as ƨ, з, ч, and ƽ (just like Cyrillic soft sign ь), thus not to be 

confused with taller b.  

 

Here are some examples: 

I. Scheme for the Chinese Phonetic Alphabet (《僮文方案》). The official standard 

for the old Zhuang orthography. Published in 1958. 

rick
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The whole tone letter ƅ is as tall as letter a. Also notice the tiny bar, which makes 

the letter like Cyrillic hard sign ъ, only slanting a little bit. 

 

 

The tone letter ƅ is very different from the consonant letter b. 
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The same paragraph in handwriting. 

II. Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region(《广西僮族自治区》). A book by the 

Guangxi government to celebrate Guangxi, formerly a province, becoming an 

autonomous region in March, 1958. Published in February, 1958. 

 

III. Renminbi banknotes.  

 

The third series of Renminbi (1965). 10 Yuan. Left-top. “Cuŋƅgoƨ Yinƨminƨ 

Yinƨhaŋƨ cib mənƨ”. ƅ and b are not as tall as each other. 
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The fourth series of Renminbi (1965). 10 Yuan. Right-down. “Cuŋƅgoƨ Yinƨminƨ 

Yinƨhaŋƨ cib mənƨ”. ƅ and b are not as tall as each other. 

IV. The Pronunciations and Meanings of Toponym in Zhuang Language（《僮语地

名用字的读音和意义》）. Handwritten and mimeographed. Published in 1964. 

 

Tone letter ƅ was written like Cyrillic hard sign ъ, to be distinguished from b. 

 

Thus, I suggest that the shape of ƅ (U+0185, LATIN SMALL LETTER TONE SIX) 

in Unicode is not typical and should be corrected.  

 

I have three suggestions of which either has its own reasons. 

 (α) Simply use Cyrillic soft sign ь, just like the case of using 

Cyrillic letters з and ч for Zhuang tone three and four. The 

printed forms of tone letter ƅ in example Ⅱ seem like this.  
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(β) Change it into the shape of b only with the height of ь (like small capitals ᴀ, ʙ, ᴄ, 

or ᴅ). The printed forms of tone letter ƅ in example Ⅲ are like this. In the example, 

tone letter ƅ’s “belly” is rounder and taller than the “belly” of Cyrillic soft sign. 

 

(γ) Reshape it like letter ь or shorter b, but with a slant bar. The printed and hand 

written forms of tone letter ƅ in example Ⅰ and the handwritten forms in example Ⅳ 

are like this.  

  

 

 

It should be noticed that U+0184 Ƅ LATIN CAPITAL LETTER TONE SIX should be 

adjusted, too, especially in case (α) and (γ). 




