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In 1957 the People's Republic of China introduced an alphabetical script for the Zhuang
language. The alphabet included some uncommon letters for different tones in the
language. It was the official writing system for Zhuang language before a reform in
1982 replaced those “tone letters” with Latin letters (z, |, X, g, h). Nowadays, the old
Zhuang orthography is not used at all, while the new Zhuang script is used very little,
either.

In Unicode Latin Extended-B, some letters are introduced for those “tone letters” in the
old Zhuang orthography.

* Zhuang tone two is U+01A7/U+01A8 2/e Latin Capital/Small Letter TONE TWO
 Zhuang tone three is U+0417/U+0437 3/3 Cyrillic Capital/Small Letter ZE
 Zhuang tone four is U+0427/U+0447 Y/a Cyrillic Capital/Small Letter CHE

* Zhuang tone five is U+01BC/U+01BD 5/s Latin Capital/Small Letter TONE FIVE
* Zhuang tone six is U+0184/U+0185 b/b Latin Capital/Small Letter TONE SIX

However, the shape of b (U+0185, LATIN SMALL LETTER TONE SIX) in Unicode
is not typical. In the old Zhuang orthography, there are 11 letters which can be the last
letter in a syllable to mark the tone. Those are ¢, 3, 4, 5, b, p, t, k, b, d, and g. Tone letter
b is supposed to be as tall as 2, 3, 4, and s (just like Cyrillic soft sign ), thus not to be
confused with taller b.

Here are some examples:
I.  Scheme for the Chinese Phonetic Alphabet ( (7# X 77%) ). The official standard
for the old Zhuang orthography. Published in 1958.
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SR HE 2 3 q 5 b
ﬁf A H o 3 y 5 b
. x K 1

B
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haz nas mau gvas dav

e =M BEW HEE HEW | AW

A e

42 ’ & ¥ haz #% nas & mau % gvas i |dap W

The whole tone letter b is as tall as letter a. Also notice the tiny bar, which makes
the letter like Cyrillic hard sign &, only slanting a little bit.

E ¥ | genKik | Wik 2 E2
W — M | (REEE) | I | na & dom go
s = @ | Mo | K| nae m domelff Jop—
W = W |)JF Jms|#ZF | nas i demsfik dos Jif .
. W o B | | kR | vau B romuzk Mou Gl
B % H W | B Jns | &I | vas @i dom's ik dos ¥tk
oo BB mov || vav §E homb 7K nov |
g | WAL ol B B | | dop B AT bok 46
CALIKTE (AL | @It | dep 3 bat Z& bak [1
WAL [fTCE J) 2o | b | hob mg ¢ mod Y bog /G
WA R (AE) | % | hab & mad 3k bag 4%

' “Bous miz guncanday, cout bous miz Cunguek mos. Gunyean-

dan dwg oan dans gunyin-gaigi, dwg doibsienfun gunyyin-gaigi.
5 Cuggo-Guneandan yous bi 1921 dwen 7 nenz 1 haus lob-

baneg. Sam ¢ib geis bi neiu dous, de dazyinu gyens yinmin

Cunguek: rouz hmnadaua gamin,

guvbonz |CuI]va-Y1nm1n Gunhogo,

hows danu’ giek yinmin doia fandan--

The tone letter b is very different from the consonant letter b.
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MW gopger-gpusg, dug Sanimfly, Jupyi-piigl,
@WW@WW& 1921 Suen 776‘7%/1(&4&6
l%(m dmaégm& nu%a’/nm de daeyiny %675/

The same paragraph in handwriting.

. Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region( (/724 1# 1% /75X ) ). A book by the
Guangxi government to celebrate Guangxi, formerly a province, becoming an
autonomous region in March, 1958. Published in February, 1958.

Yous Guenssei miz hauslai an mingcue cei5 lauu, Bouucuenp goz dmg an dou,
de daiv dam daiv cuns mie gis gomin-lisi mienas, dobe gyows bak bi neiu deus,
Bouucuen» cous Bouugun denecaie fatdenp on gemin-yinduy vuneguvnaz Daisbine-
denvgoe, an gemin-yinduy neig, sonzdenp deyu bienz, Bouucuenv cous Bouugun
denaceiz hwnsdaus fanshenu Fazgoadigocuyi gvas. Das bi 1921 depz bi 1930
comzder, yinmin Bouucuenp Bouwgun soy an minzcuz neiu cous yinmin gak mine.

cuz beiunuend, yous las Cuygo-Guycandan dazyinu, yous henz Dan Coagyanp caus

[1l. Renminbi banknotes.

The third series of Renminbi (1965). 10 Yuan. Left-top. “Cunbgoz Yinemine
Yinzghana cib mone”. b and b are not as tall as each other.
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The fourth series of Renminbi (1965). 10 Yuan. Right-down. “Cunbgoe Yinemine
Yinzhane cib mone”. b and b are not as tall as each other.

IV. The Pronunciations and Meanings of Toponym in Zhuang Language ( (/#44
gﬁ?’%/ﬁzi—t ﬁ,‘a)()) ). Handwritten and mimeographed. Published in 1964.
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Tone letter b was written like Cyrillic hard sign =, to be distinguished from b.

Thus, 1 suggest that the shape of b (U+0185, LATIN SMALL LETTER TONE SIX)
in Unicode is not typical and should be corrected.

I have three suggestions of which either has its own reasons.
(o) Simply use Cyrillic soft sign &, just like the case of using

Cyrillic letters 3 and u for Zhuang tone three and four. The

printed forms of tone letter b in example II seem like this.

de daiv dam dai»
Bouucueny cous F

denngoe, an gominy
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(B) Change it into the shape of b only with the height of & (like small capitals », s, c,
or ). The printed forms of tone letter b in example III are like this. In the example,
tone letter b’s “belly” is rounder and taller than the “belly” of Cyrillic soft sign.

(y) Reshape it like letter & or shorter b, but with a slant bar. The printed and hand
written forms of tone letter b in example I and the handwritten forms in example IV
are like this.

cubbonz

gustone

It should be noticed that U+0184 t LATIN CAPITAL LETTER TONE SIX should be
adjusted, too, especially in case (a) and (y).





