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1 Introduction

Balinese is an Austronesian language spoken on the island of Bali in Indonesia. It is currently written in
two scripts, Latin and Balinese. The island of Bali has a long literary history, with extensive traditional
literature in Sanskrit, Kawi (Old Javanese), and Balinese all written in the Balinese script.

The Balinese script is currently well-supported in Unicode, and nearly all traditional literature can
be accurately encoded. However, in the process of researching some older documents, we have discov-
ered two punctuation marks which are not currently encoded in Unicode.

The two punctuation marks shall be referred to as “PANTI LANTANG” and “PAMADA LANTANG”
from this point forward, which translate to “long panti” and “long pamada” in Balinese, respectively.
Much like their “short” counterparts U+1B5A BALINESE PANTI and U+1B5B BALINESE PAMADA, PA-
MADA LANTANG and PANTI LANTANG are used to delinate sections of text. PANTI and PAMADA are
used to indicate the beginning or end of a section of text. However, PAMADA LANTANG and PANTI
LANTANG indicate the ultimate end of the text in question, and text that follows (if any) belongs to the
colophon or is metadata in some regard. They are often found immediately after their short counter-
parts, with the short versions marking the end of the section, while the long versions mark the end of
the entire text.

While not found in every traditional Balinese text, they are common enough to be easily found in a
brief survey of the Balinese literary corpus.

The difference between PANTI LANTANG and PAMADA LANTANG mirrors the difference between
PANTI and PAMADA. PANTI is used for secular, lower-status works, while PAMADA is used for religious
or noble works.

2 Request

 This proposal requests the addition of two new characters in the Balinese block with the following
names and code points:
— U+1B7D YW~ BALINESE PANTI LANTANG
- U+1B7E ?JWPM BALINESE PAMADA LANTANG

* Additionally, this proposal requests the following change to be made to the Unicode Core Spec,
section 17.3 Balinese:

— At the end of the Punctuation paragraph, the following lines be added:

* Atthe end of a text, U+1B7C BALINESE PANTI LANTANG and U+1B7D BALINESE PAMADA
LANTANG may be used (depending on the secular or religious status of the text).
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3 Justification
* Figure 1 (from page 8B of Kidung Oruk, a Balinese poem) shows BALINESE PANTI (1) contrasted
with BALINESE PANTI LANTANG (2). In this case, the entire text is ended with a PANTI LANTANG.
* Figure 2 demonstrates two PANTI LANTANG, on page 11B at the end of Kidung Aji Pangukiran.

* Figure 3 (from page 72B of Kakawin Bharata Yuddha) contrasts BALINESE PAMADA (1) with BA-
LINESE PAMADA LANTANG (2).

» Figure 4 (from page 50A of Kakawin Nagarakertagama A) shows two BALINESE PAMADA LAN-
TANG. Note that the right PAMADA LANTANG has its ”tail” extending from the left side of the
PAMADA, as opposed to the right as in other examples. This choice does not appear to be seman-
tically distinct and thus is not proposed as a separate character at this time. It is believed that this
is an artistic decision by the scribe.

4 Alternative Encoding Possibilities

These two characters could also be encoded as their “short” equivants plus a “lantang” combining mark.
This would capture the generalization that the long tails of both marks resemble each other. However,
this combining mark would be unproductive as it would be used to make only these two characters.
It is also highly unlikely that other characters that would utilize this mark could be found. For this
reason, it is preferable that these two characters be encoded atomically.

5 Character Data

5.1 Glyphs
+ U+1B7D BALINESE PANTI LANTANG

JVIN~

* U+1B7E BALINESE PAMADA LANTANG

™

Note: The exact form of the glyphs, such as the number of ridges in the ”tail”, varies from text to text
and is not semantically distinct.
For comparision, the reference glyphs for the existing PANTI and PAMADA are:

* U+1B5A BALINESE PANTI
v

+ U+1B5B BALINESE PAMADA
)
5.2 Character Properties

In UnicodeData. txt format:

All other properties are identical to U+1B5A BALINESE PANTI

5.3 Collation Order

Due to the nature of these punctuation marks as indicators of the ends of texts, it is highly unlikely that
collation would be needed. However, for the sake of completeness, a formal collation order of PANTI
LANTANG occuring after PANTI and PAMADA LANTANG occuring after PAMADA is proposed.



Figure 1: PANTI (1) contrasted with PANTI LANTANG (2)

Figure 2: two PANTI LANTANG



Figure 3: PAMADA (1) contrasted with PAMADA LANTANG (2)

Figure 4: two PAMADA LANTANG



6 Sources

* Kidung Oruk (https://archive.org/details/kidung-oruk/)
* Kidung Aji Pangukiran (https://archive.org/details/kidung-pangukiran/)

Kakawin Bharata Yuddha (https://archive.org/details/kakawin-bharata-yuddha/)

+ Kakawin Nagarakertagama A (https://archive.org/details/kakawin-nagarakertagama-a/)
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