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1. Introduction. The Cypro-Minoan syllabary is an undeciphered syllabic script which was used on the 
island of Cyprus during the Late Bronze Age (ca. 1550–1050 BCE). Arthur Evans coined the term 
“Cypro-Minoan” in 1909 based on its visual similarity to Linear A on Minoan Crete, from which Cypro-
Minoan is thought to be derived. The corpus of Cypro-Minoan comprises approximately 250 objects—
such as clay balls, cylinders, tablets, and vases. Discoveries have been made at various sites around 
Cyprus, such as Enkomi, Kition, Kalavassos, and Palaepaphos. Discoveries have also been made in the 
ancient city of Ugarit on the Syrian coast and in Tiryns in Greece. During the Hellenization of the island 
in the Early Iron Age, the Cypro-Minoan syllabary was transformed into the Cypriot Syllabary. The 
Cypriot Syllabary was used to write Greek and Eteocypriot, and has been encoded already in the UCS.  
 
2. Decipherment. Cypro-Minoan epigraphy is still being actively studied. New analyses of the 
inscriptions may provide important changes in terms of the decipherment. The sign list, the basic 
repertoire of signs which are being worked on, however, is stable, and forms the basis of this proposal. 
Investigation continues into identifying which signs are variants of others. As consensus is reached 
among experts, annotations can be added, or a Unicode Technical Note can be created. The principle of 
taking a catalogue-based repertoire for encoding undeciphered and partially-deciphered scripts has long 
been established for the UCS (for example, Linear A, Phaistos Disc, Anatolian Hieroglyphs). The experts 
consulted have been informed about the nature of the UCS (permanent encoding, unchangeable names, 
informative notes) and are agreed that so long as the interpretation, the meaning of the signs is 
unaffected, a catalogue-based repertoire is safest, allowing for the digitization of the corpus of 
decipherment work, as well as enabling a normalization based on an eventual final decipherment.  
 
3. Structure. The Cypro-Minoan script is undeciphered. Some, but not so many, characters are similar to 
characters in Linear A and B and in the Cypriot syllabary, but no reliable transliterations are sufficient to 
be definitive. The script appears generally to have left-to-right directionality (for a number of 
boustrophedon or right-to-left inscriptions, see e.g. Ferrara, vol. I, p. 209 sq.). Numbers are known, and 
may be the same as in other Aegean scripts. Some basic punctuation has been identified. Students of 
Cypro-Minoan maintain with almost absolute certainty that the core of the script (i.e. discounting 
numbers and punctuation signs) is phonographic, with signs that represent sound. Each sign occurs in 
isolation as well as in sign-sequences. Moreover, judging by the number of signs, it is possible to say 
even prior to decipherment that the phonograms are almost certainly syllabograms representing open 
syllables, as is the case with the other syllabaries of the Aegean-Cypriot group.  
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4. Repertoire. Olivier 2007 (figs. 2–5) forms the basis for the repertoire. Though not definitive, it is the 
standard reference list used by experts today. The earlier work of Masson 1974 is included for historical 
reasons (figures 7a–7d). Olivier improved Masson’s classification of the inscriptions into the four groups: 
CM0, CM1, CM2 and CM3. The proposed repertoire comprises signs from Cypro-Minoan 1, 2, and 3. 
Cypro-Minoan 1 (CM1) has the largest number of signs, but most inscriptions are short. CM2 
encompasses four long inscriptions. It is relatively coherent in terms of glyph style, which can be 
described as “squarish”. CM2 has a character count of some 1300–1500 signs. CM3 includes both short 
and long inscriptions, but some signs only occur once. Some CM3 shapes appear to be similar to those in 
CM2. The CM3 corpus is small and geographically based (i.e., finds are from Ras Shamra [Ugarit]). 
 
5. Character names. The character names for Cypro-Minoan are based on Olivier’s catalogue, with 
numbers padded with one to two zeros where appropriate.  
 
5.1 Recommendations for expansion. For future expansion based on newly-discovered characters, 
Cypro-Minoanists have two options: If the character is clearly based on an existing character, its 
catalogue number could be based on that with B, C, and so on appended. Other new signs could be added 
in the 200, 300, or 400 series; some have been added to these categories in this proposal. It can be 
recommended that in scholarly publications the CM- numbers be used for encoded characters, and *- or 
*CM- numbers be used in publications for new discoveries which have not been standardized in the UCS 
(to avoid confusion with encoded characters).  
 
5.2 Recommendations for reduction. As scholars reach consensus on which characters are variants of 
other, encoded characters, annotations can be added to the names list. Because characters, once encoded, 
cannot be removed, annotations can provide guidance to users on which character should be used in 
normalized text (and which are deemed obsolete). 
 
6. Logograms. Olivier gives explicit catalogue numbers to two “logograms”,  CM201 and  CM202 
(see Figure 2a). The characters appear in only one inscription, which is very fragmentary. They may be 
variants of existing signs and hence are not being proposed, though they were in earlier versions of this 
proposal.  
 
7. Numbers (“Arithmograms”). Numbers are poorly attested in Cypro-Minoan texts. A separate 
document N5136 (L2/20-155) “Considerations regarding Cypro-Minoan and Aegean numbers” details a 
discussion of the issues surrounding numbers, which are left for further study. 
 
8. Punctuation (“Stiktograms”). Olivier gives  three “stiktograms”, two of which are recommended to 
be unified with U+10100 𐄀 AEGEAN WORD SEPARATOR LINE (𐄀) and U+10101 𐄁 AEGEAN WORD SEPARATOR 
DOT (𐄁). The third of these is proposed here as U+12760  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM301, which is attested 
in CM1 21 times on the clay cylinder ##0097 from Enkomi. And one additional character has been added 
from CM3, deriving from the clay tablet ##215 from Ugarit, where it is used 20 times: U+12761  
CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM302. Both are also attested elsewhere. Miguel Valério and others believe that 𐄀 is 
used as a divider. Valério also describes U+12760 and U+12761 as paragraph or “entry markers” (Valério 
2018). Markus Egetmeyer suggests CM301 U+12760 may be better described as a word divider, at least 
based on its occurrence in ##097, where it appears more often than the more usual word separator 
(U+10100), with CM301 even occurring twice in a single line (see figure 9b). See examples of 
punctuation in figures 8a–8e. 
 
8.1. Issue: location of punctuation. Two columns in the SMP could be saved by placing the two 
stiktograms in the Aegean Numbers block, immediately following 10100 AEGEAN WORD SEPARATOR LINE, 
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10101 AEGEAN WORD SEPARATOR DOT, and 10102 AEGEAN CHECK MARK, following a header “Cypro-
Minoan punctuation” as 10103 CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM301 and 10104 CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM302.  
 
9. The Enkomi tablet “ENKO Atab 001”. The encoding of the 21 CM0 signs from the oldest Enkomi 
tablets are not being proposed at this point, but are left for further study. See Figure 1 for an image of this 
text.  
 
10. Glyphs. The representative glyphs are based on those in Olivier’s charts, generally following his 
Cypro-Minoan 1 (CM1), unless no CM1 form exists, in which case it was taken from CM2 or CM3. For 
a second chart with typographically normalized glyphs by Michael Everson, see N5137 (L2/20-156) 
“Considerations regarding a normalized Cypro-Minoan reference font”, where the glyphs conform to the 
typical representation of Linear B, Linear A, Cypriot, and Aegean number glyphs.  
 
The change of one glyph from Olivier 2007 for U+1270C CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM013 (from  to ), 
based on discussion at the Paris meeting, is still under discussion. (Discussion and analysis are presented 
in Valério 2013.) 
 

11. Unicode Character Properties  
 
12700;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM001;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12701;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM002;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12702;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM004;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12703;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM005;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12704;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM006;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12705;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM007;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12706;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM008;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12707;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM009;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12708;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM010;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12709;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM011;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1270A;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM012;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1270B;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM012B;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1270C;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM013;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1270D;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM015;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1270E;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM017;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1270F;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM019;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12710;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM021;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12711;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM023;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12712;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM024;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12713;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM025;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12714;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM026;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12715;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM027;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12716;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM028;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12717;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM029;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12718;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM030;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12719;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM033;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1271A;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM034;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1271B;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM035;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1271C;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM036;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1271D;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM037;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1271E;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM038;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1271F;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM039;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12720;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM040;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12721;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM041;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12722;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM044;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12723;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM046;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12724;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM047;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12725;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM049;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12726;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM050;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12727;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM051;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12728;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM052;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12729;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM053;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1272A;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM054;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1272B;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM055;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1272C;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM056;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1272D;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM058;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1272E;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM059;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1272F;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM060;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 

12730;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM061;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12731;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM062;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12732;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM063;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12733;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM064;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12734;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM066;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12735;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM067;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12736;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM068;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12737;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM069;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12738;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM070;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12739;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM071;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1273A;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM072;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1273B;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM073;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1273C;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM074;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1273D;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM075;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1273E;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM076;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1273F;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM078;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12740;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM079;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12741;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM080;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12742;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM081;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12743;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM082;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12744;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM083;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12745;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM084;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12746;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM085;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12747;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM086;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12748;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM087;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12749;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM088;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1274A;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM089;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1274B;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM090;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1274C;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM091;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1274D;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM092;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1274E;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM094;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1274F;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM095;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12750;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM096;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12751;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM097;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12752;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM098;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12753;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM099;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12754;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM100;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12755;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM101;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12756;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM102;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12757;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM103;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12758;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM104;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12759;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM105;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1275A;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM107;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1275B;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM108;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1275C;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM109;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1275D;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM110;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1275E;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM112;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
1275F;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM114;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12760;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM301;Po;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
12761;CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM302;Po;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
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Figure 1. The Enkomi tablet referred to in §9 above, “##001. ENKO Atab 001”, from Olivier 2007. 
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Figure 2a. Sign list for CM1 from Olivier 2007. The stiktograms | and • are unified with common 

Aegean punctuation. The & is CM301 proposed in this document.  
 

 
Figure 2b. Sign list for CM2 from Olivier 2007. 

 

Syllabograms 026  063  096    
001  027      064    097      
002    028  067      099    
004    030  068  101  
005    033  069    102    
006    034    070    103  
007  035    072  104    
008      036    073     107      
009    037  075      108    
011    038 081  109  
012      039    082      110      
012b  041    083  112  
013  044    084  114    
015    046      085      Logograms 

017  050    086  201  
019    053    087    202  
021    055    088      Aritmograms 

023   056  091      1  
024    059    092  10   
025    061    095  100 ?  

 

Stiktograms 
|   
•  
&  
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Figure 2c. Sign list for CM3 from Olivier 2007. 

 

 
Figure 2d. Sign list of the Enkomi tablet “ENKO Atab 001” from Olivier 2007. 
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Figure 3. Common sign list from Olivier 2007. 

 

 
Figure 4. Comparison sign list from Olivier 2007. 

COMMON TO ALL SIGNARIES 

 CM 1 CM 2 CM 3  CM 1 CM 2 CM 3 

001 e e e 038 ä ä ä 
004 h h h 044  ê ê ê 
005 i i i 056 ú ú ú 
006 j j j  069 © © © 
008 l l l 070 ™ ™ ™  
009 m m m  075 Ø Ø Ø 
011 o o o 082 � � �  
013 q q q 087 ª ª ª 
021 y y y 091 ø ø ø 
023 {  { { 092 ¿ ¿ ¿ 
025 } } } 095 � � � 
027 ÿ ÿ ÿ 096 ƒ ƒ ƒ 
028 Ä Ä Ä 097 � � �  
035 á á á 102 Ÿ Ÿ Ÿ 
036 à à à 104 Ã Ã Ã 
037 â â â 110 “ “ “ 

 CM 1 CM 2 «CM 3»  CM 1 CM 2 «CM 3» CM 1CM 2«CM 3» 
001 e  e  e 040 ••• ••• å 079 ••• �  ••• 
002 f  ••• f 041 ç  ••• ••• 080 ••• ¥  ••• 
004 h  h  h 044  ê  ê  ê 081 μ  μ  ••• 
005 i  i  i 046 í  ••• ••• 082 �  �  �  
006 j j  j   047 ••• ì  ••• 083 �  ••• ••• 
007 k  ••• k 049 ••• ï  ••• 084 �  ••• ••• 
008 l  l  l 050 ñ  ••• ñ 085 �  ••• ••• 
009 m  m  m  051 ••• ó  ó 086 �  ••• ••• 
010 ••• n  ••• 052 ••• ò  ••• 087 ª  ª  ª 
011 o  o  o 053 ô  ••• ô  088 º  ••• ••• 
012 p  p  ••• 054 ••• ö ••• 089 ••• �  ••• 
012b  ••• ••• 055 õ  ••• õ 090 ••• æ  ••• 
013 q  q  q 056 ú ú  ú 091 ø  ø  ø  
015 s  ••• ••• 058 ••• ••• û 092 ¿  ¿  ¿ 
017 u  u  ••• 059 ü  ü  ••• 094 ••• ••• ¬ 

019 w  ••• w   060 ••• †  ••• 095 �  �  � 

021 y y  y  061 °  ° ••• 096 ƒ  ƒ  ƒ 
023 {  {  { 063 £ ••• ••• 097 �  �  �  
024 |  |  ••• 062 ••• ¢  ••• 098 ••• ••• � 
025 }  }  } 064 §  §  ••• 099 «  ••• « 

026 ~  ••• ••• 066 ••• ¶  ••• 100 ••• ••• »  
027 ÿ  ÿ  ÿ 067 ß  ••• ••• 101 …  ••• ••• 
028 Ä  Ä  Ä 068 ®  ® ••• 102 Ÿ  Ÿ  Ÿ 

029 ••• Å  ••• 069 ©  ©  © 103 À  ••• À 
030 Ç  Ç  ••• 070 ™  ™  ™  104 Ã  Ã  Ã 

033 Ö  Ö  ••• 071 ••• ••• ´  105 ••• ••• Õ 
034 Ü  ••• ••• 072 ¨  ¨  ••• 107 œ  œ  ••• 
035 á  á  á  073 	  ••• �  108 –  ••• ••• 
036 à  à  à 074 ••• Æ  Æ 109 —  ••• ••• 
037 â  â  â  075 Ø  Ø  Ø 110 “  “ “  
038 ä  ä  ä 076 ••• �  ••• 112 ‘  ••• ••• 
039 ã  ••• ••• 078 ••• �  ••• 114 ÷  ••• ••• 
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Figure 5. Comparison sign list from Olivier 2007. 

 

UNIQUE TO CM3 

040 å 
058 û 
071 ´ 
094 ¬ 
098 � 
100 » 
105 Õ 

 

UNIQUE TO CM2 

 
010 n 
029 Å 
047 ì 
049 ï 
052 ò 
054 ö 
060 † 
062 ¢ 
066 ¶ 
076 � 
078 � 
079 � 
080 ¥ 
089 � 
090 æ 

UNIQUE TO CM1 

012b  
015 s 
026 ~ 
034 Ü 
039 ã 
041 ç 
046 í 
063 £ 
067 ß 
083 � 
084 � 
085 � 
086 � 
088 º 
101 … 
108 – 
109 — 
112 ‘ 
114 ÷ 
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Figure 6. Standardized sign list from Ferrara 2012. 
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Figure 7a. Sign list from Masson 1974 

 

Figure 7b. Sign list from Masson 1974 
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Figure 7c. Sign list from Masson 1974 
 

 

Figure 7d. Chart of “archaic signs” I-XV from Masson 1974 

12



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 8a. Examples of paragraph marker U+12760 (“&”) from ##0097 (Olivier 2007) 
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Figure 8b. Summary of punctuation marks from Valério 2018 

 
 
 

 

Figure 8c. Examples of word separator line ‘|’ and dot from ##207 (Olivier 2007) 
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Figure 8d. Examples of word separator line ‘|’ and dot from ##208 (Olivier 2007) 

15



 

 

Figure 8e. Examples of U+12761 CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM302 from ##215 (Olivier 2007) 
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Figure 9. Sample text showing in-line usage of Cypro-Minoan characters, from Egetmeyer 2014. 

 

 

 
Figure 10. Sample text showing in-line usage of Cypro-Minoan characters in a discussion of the sign list, 

from Egetmeyer 2014. 
 

-
óÄ Ãmõm™

m
signes Ãm
Ãmjm i-li peut 

m -
™ ki

i-li-•-li-ki. Puis, comme nous sommes 

-
ment i-li- 

•-li-ki une lecture ma-li-ki mi-li-ki
i-li-ma-li-ki i-li-mi-li-ki

õm™ -

ilmlk ilku74.

50 

 – CM 1 e, 2 f, 4 h, 5 i, 6 j, 7 k l m, 11 o, 12 
p, 12b d, 13 q, 15 s, 17 u w, 21 y, 23 {, 24 |, 25 } ~, 27 
ÿ Ä Ç, 33 Ö, 34 Ü, 35 á, 36 à, 37 â ä ã ç, 44 
ê, 46 í ñ ô, 55 õ ü, 61 °

§, 67 ß ® ©, 70 ™, 72 ¨, 73 , 75 
Ø μ ª º, ø ¿ , 

ƒ « …, 102 Ÿ, 103 À, 104 Ã œ – –, 
110 “ ‘ ÷.

 – CM 2
ú

 –

 – n, 
Å ì ï, 51 ó ò ö † ¢ ¶, 74 Æ , 

¥ æ.

 – CM 3

ú

 –

 –
å, 51 ó ÿ, 71 ´, 74 Æ 

¬ », 105 Õ.

-
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Figure 11. Sample text showing in-line usage of Cypro-Minoan characters, from Valério 2014. 

 

 
Figure 12. Sample text showing in-line usage of Cypro-Minoan characters alongside Cypriot (called 

Cypro-Greek here) in a discussion of decipherment, from Egetmeyer 2016. 
 
 

Dimensions: Unreported
Chronology: Late Cypriot II
Context: Area D, Cellar (Settlement)

prox. 1:1

e case of the first sign, 
enson and O. Masson 

nsequence is that his 
e hassibility that w avve 

ow no fracture in this 
tion, but this can only 

Fig. 7. Photograph (no scale) by Benson and Masson (1960: Pl. 36)

a

Fig. 8. Drawing in Daniel (1941: 273, fig. 13:1), reproduced in scale app

Transcription: 13/78-25-23[
Epigraphic remarks: Signs incised before firing. In the

the level of brightness in the photograph published by Be
makes it hard to verify Daniel’s interpretation. The con
drawwing implies sign 13/78 ( )¹⁵ but leaves open the posg p g 3/ (
a broken 46 ( ) or 47 (

h an abe esta

). T
part of the handle, which wo

abblished throug au

( ) p p
The photograph appears to sh
ould strengthen the former opt
utopsy of the object.

054) and CM 110/CG ku

even to Linear A and B seems, however, not to be 

syllabic reading of the inscription:

CM: Ÿ—hl{ | | | | “ | {
CG:  | | | |  | 

102-109-004-013-023  ‘4’  110  |  023
a-wa-ta-to-ti 4 ku | ti

the same cemetery, ##170. PPAP Mins 001, runs as 
follows:

§o|hp

064-011-024-004-012
Greek genitive o-pe-le-ta-u /Opheltau/

The inscriptions have only one sign in common, 
CM 004 ta h, because the reading CM 012 for the 

inscription.
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Figure 13. Cup handle with sketch, proposed stroke order, and normalized transcription of Cypro-
Minoan characters on a jug handle, from Davis et al 2014. Per Valério, the stroke with dot is an example 

of CM302. 
 

 
Figure 14. Sample text showing in-line usage of Cypro-Minoan characters, from Ferrara 2012.  

The discussion shows the difficulty of establishing identity and difference in terms of statistical analysis 
of sign frequency and distribution in an undeciphered script.  

 

a
Ductus
In many cases, the marks left by the engravving tool reveal the ord
The most probable ductus is shown in Fig. 4.

Fig. 4: Most probable ductus of TIRY Avas 002. Drawing: B. Davis

7

3.3 Text

The transnumeration³³ of the signs in the inscription is as follows:
087--050-005-|
This sequence is not attested elsewhere in the Cypro-Minoan corpus.
The normalized transcription is shown in Fig. 1.

stikto

Fig. 1: Normalized transcription. Drawing: B. Davis

The final sign is a oggram, a mark of punctuation – in th
marker.

his case, an end-of word 
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Figure 15. The distribution of Cypro-Minoan script on Cyprus, from Steele 2013. 
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12745  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM084
12746  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM085
12747  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM086
12748  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM087
12749  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM088
1274A  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM089
1274B  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM090
1274C  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM091
1274D  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM092
1274E  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM094
1274F  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM095
12750  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM096
12751  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM097
12752  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM098
12753  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM099
12754  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM100
12755  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM101
12756  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM102
12757  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM103
12758  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM104
12759  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM105
1275A  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM107
1275B  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM108
1275C  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM109
1275D  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM110
1275E  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM112
1275F  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM114

Punctuation
12760  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM301
12761  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM302

Signs
12700  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM001
12701  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM002
12702  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM004
12703  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM005
12704  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM006
12705  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM007
12706  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM008
12707  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM009
12708  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM010
12709  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM011
1270A  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM012
1270B  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM012B
1270C  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM013
1270D  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM015
1270E  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM017
1270F  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM019
12710  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM021
12711  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM023
12712  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM024
12713  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM025
12714  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM026
12715  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM027
12716  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM028
12717  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM029
12718  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM030
12719  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM033
1271A  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM034
1271B  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM035
1271C  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM036
1271D  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM037
1271E  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM038
1271F  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM039
12720  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM040
12721  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM041
12722  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM044
12723  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM046
12724  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM047
12725  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM049
12726  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM050
12727  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM051
12728  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM052
12729  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM053
1272A  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM054
1272B  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM055
1272C  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM056
1272D  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM058
1272E  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM059
1272F  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM060
12730  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM061
12731  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM062
12732  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM063
12733  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM064
12734  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM066
12735  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM067
12736  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM068
12737  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM069
12738  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM070
12739  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM071
1273A  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM072
1273B  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM073
1273C  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM074
1273D  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM075
1273E  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM076
1273F  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM078
12740  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM079
12741  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM080
12742  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM081
12743  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM082
12744  CYPRO-MINOAN SIGN CM083
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