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Executive Summary: This document describes a meeting of various Western Cham leaders concerned with 
the encoding of Western Cham in Unicode. I was not in attendance and so cannot vouch for the accuracy of 
the minutes given here. These minutes are submitted by request of the attendees. The chief Imam, 
representing the Kan Imam San Group, and Mr Leb Ke from CLAC, were in attendance. A summary 
conclusion of the discussion is that Mr Leb Ke agreed to the request of the Excellency Khnour and the 
meeting body to approve L2/20-061R3 (although the minutes refer to L2/20-061R2). Thus there is no request 
for extra characters and nothing to stop L2/20-061R3 progressing.

The minutes of the meeting are included first in translation from Khmer and then in Khmer. Finally there is a 
list of attendees with their signatures. Telephone numbers have been removed due to the public nature of 
Unicode documents.



Islam community of Imam San group

Minutes

On Unicode Western Cham Application Resolution Meeting
On June 18, at 8:10 AM, at the meeting hall of Oknha(Excellency) Khnour(Chief Imam), a meeting on the 
request for Unicode script was held under the chairmanship of Oknha Khnou Matsa, the leader of the Islamic 
community of Kan Imam San Group, and the composition group of the provincial Imam, the mosque imam 
group. The technical tam of Oknha Khnour and Islam teachers (were also present).

Minutes contains:
attendance list (attached)

Agenda
1. Report on the results of the technical team of Mr. Man Piseth and Mr. Leb Ke.
2. Excellency Khnour's presentation through slides on proposed Unicode regarding final-letters of 

consonants, and some codes that the community did not use and did not appear in the ancient 
documents.

3. Mr. Leb Ke's interpretation regarding the Unicode proposal (of Wcham-Draft-Proposal-2021-v2) 
4. Opinion of the meeting body
5. Other things and close the program

To start, Mr. Oknha Khnour, Chairman of the Meeting, asked all members to join in the applause to welcome 
and start the program. Islam teachers, all the technical team and whole leaders attended at scheduled time. 
He added that this meeting was a necessity regarding the issue that we all need to address the UTC because 
another institution has also submitted (a proposal) to the UTC, thus affecting our unicode proposal to the 
UTC. Afterwards, the chairman of the meeting invited Mr. Man Piseth and Mr. Leb Ke to report on the office 
activities.
   Mr. Man Piseth, technical team leader of the Oknha Khnour Office, summarized the report to the meeting 
on some of the achievements: The team has collected reports from teachers and is developing a textbook. Mr. 
Leb Ke is in charge. As of now, there is no standard Unicode script for community use, making it difficult to 
create books for community use. For other work, the technical team contributes to the basic training of 
trainers, such as teaching them how to write reports and other related work.

Mr. Leb Ke then stated that he had made the first grade textbook and sent it to Excellency Khnour twice 
(2019) and the second time he agreed to remove all the additional three (Final) characters and the ways he 
writes (differently) at the request of Excellency Khnour, but so far no book has been published in accordance 
with (the request of Excellency Khnour), Leb Ke said that “I hope that the book will be published this year, 
as expected”.
   Following the report, Excellency Khnou Matsa presented the project that Leb Ke had proposed to UTC. In 
that, Mr. Oknha showed the Cham literacy, consonant combinations in writing conventions and phonology of 
Cham language to explain the differences and the ways of using (its script), Mr. Oknha continued that the use 
of Cham (KakKhak) orthography and the ways we(excl) write according to ancient Cham books (and) 
documents such as Kaboun Panet, Kay Thanao and Kitab. Those who say that the consonants or vowels in 
Cham orthography are insufficient are not true. As evidence, you all who look at the more than 40 books on 
my table can say that there the script is insufficient or not? Those who find that Cham script is difficult to 
write and insufficient alphabets, they are the ones who did not learn (Cham KakKhak) completely. As for the 
unicode proposal proposed by the other institution, it is in violation of the rules of Cham script (writing 
conventions). The meeting body asked who submitted the project to UTC, and Mr. Leb Ke replied that he 
was not the one who sent (the proposal).

Mr. Leb Ke said that according to what the Excellency (Khnour) presented was confirming that the proposal 
is still just a draft, which shows evidence to the UTC. The first Unicode Cham application was made in 2006 
by a foreigner (name withheld) and is for all general fonts, (that can be applied) regardless of country. Then, 
in 2011, 2012 and 2013, regarding the codes that Mr. Leb Ke used, he stated that he is not the one who 
proposed it. In 2011, there was a project to engrave the Cham script, so Mr. Leb Ke hired Mr. San Math to 
engrave the letters for a whole year. After the engraving, the letters were used in 2013, but not all the 



protruding corners. In the same year, Mr. Leb Ke carved three more letters for himself. Mr. Leb Ke added, 
"Please Mr. Imams do not confuse that I (Leb Ke) myself created the (additional) Unicode characters, I only 
engraved the letters.” Then in 2016, there was another proposal to request Unicode Cham, by a Frenchman 
named Eddie Sun, it was not him and he did not use the codes. In 2019, there was another Unicode Cham 
proposal, Martin Hosken, but Leb Ke confirmed that he did not know the foreigner. At the same time, the 
UTC also asked him to help review the proposal. After he checked, Mr. Leb Ke also called Mr. Khnour about 
the problem. In 2020, Leb Ke had a foreign friend ask him to do a Unicode project, alongside of the proposal 
of Martin Hosken, adding the missing letters. But what Leb Ke says is not true as presented. Excellency 
Khnou Matsa asked Leb Ke whether he agreed to remove the script and its way of writing (1E241, 1E23C, 
1E23D, 1E20B, 1E211, 1E218, 1E22D and 1E243) from the proposal of “Draft Proposal to Encode Western 
Cham 2021” (which has file name of “Wcham-Draft-Proposal-2021-v2”) Mr. Leb Ke agreed to the request 
of Excellency Khnour and the meeting body approved the UTC L 2 / 20-000 which sent on 2020-03-25 (as 
one they they want to confirm to UTC for the Cham KakKhak unicode).

In order not to to wonder about the question of Mr. Leb Ke, who had requested more final consonants and 
spelling conventions, the members of the meeting body have the following comments:

• Imam Sles Tel Imam, Kampong Chhnang province, explained the three final letters (), meaning that 
these three letters can not be killed or spelled, because these letters represent Allah, Prophet 
Muhammad and Muslim. These letters are dead, which means that Allah is dead, Muhammad is 
dead, and all Muslims are dead, so I do not allow these three letters to be killed.

• Deputy Minister Imam Suli Imam said that the religion of the Kan Imam San and the script used by 
our people must be in accordance with the rules of the ancient documents of the Kan Imam San 
group. Only the Council of Oknha Khnou have the right to change. The Imam in the mosque or any 
person can not change the alphabet or add letters even one character. 

Therefore, the members of the meeting body agreed and fully supported the opinion of Excellency Khnour, 
Mr. Imam of the province and the Imams of the sub provinces.

The meeting ended at 11:10 a.m. on the same day, very happily and friendly.
After the meeting, all participants took a photo as a souvenir in front of the meeting hall.

Mr. Oknha Khnour.
Prepared  on June 18,  2021
Writer         

Seen and agreed
Islamic Community Leader of Kan Imam San Group














