
Proposal to revise the glyphs of LATIN SMALL
LETTER CLOSED OPEN E and LATIN
SMALL LETTER CLOSED REVERSED OPEN
E
Denis Moyogo Jacquerye moyogo@gmail.com 2022-02-08

This document requests the replacement of the glyph of U+025E LATIN SMALL LETTER CLOSED
REVERSED OPEN E and the glyph of U+029A LATIN SMALL LETTER CLOSED OPEN E.

Those characters are IPA symbols but they currently have Greek-like contrast (with horizontal stems
thicker than vetical stems) instead of Latin-like contrast (with vertical stems thicker than horizontal
stems). IPA symbols borrowed from Greek are typically redesigned so as to fit with the general
appearance of roman letters. This is generally the case with U+025B LATIN SMALL LETTER OPEN E
and U+025C LATIN SMALL LETTER REVERSED OPEN E.

The U+029A LATIN SMALL LETTER CLOSED OPEN E was initially proposed as an IPA symbol by
Wilhelm Viëtor and was tolerated as an alternate symbol to U+0153 LATIN SMALL LIGATURE OE at
the beginning of the 20th century, as noted in NameList.txt.

The LATIN SMALL LETTER CLOSED REVERSED OPEN E was proposed as a symbol by J. C.
Catford in 1990 but was mistakenly represented by LATIN SMALL LETTER CLOSEd OPEN in the
1993 IPA chart and was corrected to LATIN SMALL LETTER CLOSED REVERSED OPEN E in
1993.

The current glyphs are Greek-like, compared with U+025B LATIN SMALL LETTER OPEN E and
U+025C LATIN SMALL LETTER REVERSED OPEN E:

These are the glyphs that are recommended, compared with U+025B LATIN SMALL LETTER OPEN
E and U+025C LATIN SMALL LETTER REVERSED OPEN E:

Examples

Many use of U+025E LATIN SMALL LETTER CLOSED REVERSED OPEN E and U+029A LATIN
SMALL LETTER CLOSED OPEN E have the recommended form.
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Figure 1. U+029A LATIN SMALL LETTER CLOSED REVERSED OPEN E in the 2015 IPA chart.

Figure 2. The glyph of U+1078F MODIFIER LETTER SMALL CLOSED REVERSED OPEN E in the
Unicode Latin Extended-F block chart already has the Latin-like shape.

Figure 3. U+029A LATIN SMALL LETTER CLOSED OPEN E used instead of U+0153 LATIN
SMALL LIGATURE OE in Viëtor (1899), p. 3.



Figure 4. U+029A LATIN SMALL LETTER CLOSED OPEN E shown as an alternate to U+0153
LATIN SMALL LIGATURE OE in Passy (1904), p. 64.

Figure 5. U+029A LATIN SMALL LETTER CLOSED OPEN E used as instead of U+0153 LATIN
SMALL LIGATURE OE in Association Phonétique Internationale (1921), p. 7.

Figure 6. U+025E LATIN SMALL LETTER CLOSED REVERSED OPEN E proposed as an IPA
symbol in Catford (1990), p. 28.

Figure 7. U+025B LATIN SMALL LETTER OPEN E approved as an IPA symbol in International
Phonetic Association (1993), p. 33.



Figure 8. U+025E LATIN SMALL LETTER CLOSED REVERSED OPEN E and U+025E LATIN
SMALL LETTER CLOSED REVERSED OPEN E in Esling (1995), p. 48.
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• W. Viëtor (1899). Deutsches Lesebuch in Lautschrift. Vol. 1. Leipzig, B.G. Teubner


	Proposal to revise the glyphs of LATIN SMALL LETTER CLOSED OPEN E and LATIN SMALL LETTER CLOSED REVERSED OPEN E
	Examples
	Bibliography




