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Preface:

In the 2019 Small Seal Script digital Encoding and Modern Application Conference that
was held in Taipei, the issue of the further extensive encoding of the Shuowen Seal was
brought up, as it needs to integrate and compare different versions of Shuowen, on this
issue, Selena proposed the Selection of Character principle in the document N5118 (2019-
09-27) "About the future extension of Shuowen Seal" as the criterion for further encoding
work.

Mr. Suzuki requested an extension of the review period of N5133 in document N5143.
Appendix 1 of the document is "Henry's Comment on the Unification". Since this involves
different versions of the glyphs collection principle, after discussion by TCA and China
experts, Henry Chan’s opinions were included and proposed complete principles for
extensive encoding and glyphs collection, and we’ll appreciate opinions provided by
experts.

The principles of extensive encoding and selection of glyphs for the Shuowen Seal are as
follows:

1. Selection of character

1.1 Characters that have the same glyph as the Tenghuaxie version are not to be
included.

1.2 Characters that have obvious incorrect Shuowen Seal glyph are not to be included.

1.3 Characters that have one or more different types of components should be
included.

1.4 Characters that have different number of lines should be included.
1.5 Characters that have a different direction of component should be included.

1.6 Characters that have different position of one or more components should be
included.

1.7 Whether characters have the same set of components connected each other or not
should be included.

2. Extensive encoding of glyphs processing


https://www.unicode.org/wg2/docs/n5118_About-the-future-extension-of-Shuowen-Seal.pdf
https://www.unicode.org/wg2/docs/n5133_SealGlyphsToBeDiscussed-Data.zip
https://www.unicode.org/wg2/docs/n5143-shuowen-n5133-feedback.pdf
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2.1 For glyphs of different versions, if there is only slight difference and the glyphs
are cognate, they are processed by VS.

2.2 Non-cognate glyphs will be placed behind those of Tenghuaxie version, and the
rest will follow the ordering.

2.3 Taboo glyphs should be restored to their original forms.
3. Extensive encoding principles and examples

1.1 Characters that have the same glyphs as in Tenghuaxie version are not to be
included.

Characters of Duan Zhu and Chen Changzhi version or other versions that differs
in structure from Tenghuaxie version are supplemented. If the glyphs are exactly
the same or very similar, no additions are made.

1 mda
For example, the three characters "#5", "4J" and "4", T mﬁl o~ F M RN
are included in the sixth volume of Tenghuax1e version. The original text is

shown on the left side of the figure below, while Duan Zhu contains "FI{FI”, "
¥ &

A" and " ?BT"(see the right figure below). The Small Seal glyph in Duan Zhu
is almost the same as in Tenghuaxie version, so it is not included.
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1.2 Characters that have obvious incorrect Seal glyphs are not to be included.

As the incorrect glyphs of Tenghuaxie version had been modified before
encoding, the etymological errors of other versions should also be modified
systematically and consistently. If the modified glyphs are the same as the those
of Tenghuaxie version, no encoding is required.

For example, the character Liu in Daxu Ben is different from other versions.
Experts judged that the seal glyph was incorrect, so it was not included.
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1.3 One or more types of components are different.

Characters that have one or more different types of components should be
included.

Such as “;&” (THX's sequence no 00644). The structure of “;&” in Duan Zhu
W

He:l)| %
version (I Vit )is different from THX version( £ ). Therefore, the character “;&”

e
A

¥ ﬁ;_ﬂ
in Duan Zhu version (! lhﬁ) can be supplemented afterwards.
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1.4 The number of lines is different.

Characters that have different number of lines should be included.

Such as “x+” (THX's sequence no 00226). The lines of the right part(aka “:* )

I,

) can be supplemented

) is different from THX’s version( i

|

of “x%” in Duan Zhu version (

1|

Therefore, the character “x*” in Duan Zhu version (

afterwards.
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1.5 The direction of a component is different.

Characters that have a different direction of component should be included.
Such as *“3” (THX's sequence no 04957). The direction of the upper component

(aka “-7) of “3” in Duan Zhu version (IAE) is different from THX’s

verS|on(—'_) Therefore, the character “3” in Duan Zhu version ( /I\ ) can be
supplemented afterwards.
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1.6 The position of one or more components is different.

Characters that have different position of one or more components should be
included.

13 "'J 2

Such as “3 ” (THX's sequence no 01650). The position of the right-upper

component (aka “22) of “3§” in Duan Zhu version ( %5 ) is different from
Yy

: e i 45
THX’s version( 8). Therefore, the character “34 in Duan Zhu version ( % )
can be supplemented afterwards.
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1.7 Whether the same set of components are connected each other or not.

Whether characters have the same set of components connected each other or not
should be included.

Suchas “ %" (THX's sequence no 05152). The structure of the middle component

of “#n” (aka “¥r”) in Duan Zhu version ( ﬁﬂ ) is different from THX’s

version( ﬁlﬁl) Therefore, the character “ %~ in Duan Zhu version ( ﬁﬂ ) can be

supplemented afterwards.
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