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A capital character for the case-pair of the letter 
ɼ U+027C LATIN SMALL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG 
was used from the 1930s until 1955 in the 
Xhosa [ISO 639-3: xho]. Adding the capital 
character to Unicode would be useful for 
historical and bibliographical purposes. 

The 1930s Xhosa “New Orthography” was 
proposed by the Xhosa Sub-Committee of the 
Central Orthography Committee and adopted by 
the Education Department of the Cape of Good 
Hope. It became obligatory in 1937 and was 
used by some publishers. This orthography used 
29 letters, including letters b with hook ⟨  Ƃ  ⟩ 
(common variant form of Ɓ), ⟨ ɓ ⟩ for a voiced 
bilabial implosive [ɓ], r with long leg ⟨ Γ ⟩, ⟨ ɼ ⟩ 
for a voiceless velar fricative [x] and esh ⟨ Ʃ ⟩, 
⟨  ʃ  ⟩ for a voiceless postalveolar fricative [ʃ]. 
The letter r was not used in the orthography, 
except in foreign words. In 1955, the Xhosa 
“Standard Orthography” simplified and replaced 
those letters with the letter ⟨ b ⟩ and the digraphs 
⟨ rh ⟩, ⟨ sh ⟩, and replaced the digraphs ⟨ gɼ ⟩ and 
⟨ kɼ ⟩ by ⟨ gr ⟩ and ⟨ kr ⟩. 

The capital most often had the shape of the 
capital Greek gamma ⟨ Γ ⟩ but can also be found 
with a shape similar to it but with a drop-
terminal instead of a serif-terminal ⟨ ⟩ or a 
shape based on a scaled-up lowercase ⟨ Ꞅ ⟩. The 
letter is distinct from Latin gamma ⟨ Ɣ ⟩ (or its 
variant forms ⟨ ⟩, ⟨ ⟩, ⟨Γ⟩), ⟨ ɣ ⟩, from Latin 
insular s ⟨ Ꞅ ⟩, ⟨ ꞅ ⟩ or from Greek gamma ⟨ Γ ⟩, 
⟨ γ ⟩. 

The letter was sorted after Q (and R), for 
example in Mncube 1939 and Westphal 1951, or 
after H, for example in McLaren 1955. 

A similar casing pair was used in some articles 
in Isaac Pitman’s Phonetic Journal and may 
have been the origin of the Xhosa letter or 
casing pair. 

The r with long leg was adopted as a symbol in 
the International Phonetic Alphabet in 1945 to 
represent a voiced alveolar fricative trill [r̝] and 
was withdrawn in 1989. 

Character to be added 
 U+A7E2 LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG 

Annotations and properties 
NamesLists.txt 
The following annotations are recommended for NamesList.txt: 
@ Addition for Xhosa 
A7E2 LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG 
	 * lowercase is 027C 
	 x (latin capital letter gamma - 0194) 
	 x (greek capital letter gamma - 0393) 
	 x (latin capital letter insular s - A784) 
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The following annotations should be updated in NamesList.txt: 
0194 LATIN CAPITAL LETTER GAMMA 
	 * African 
	 * lowercase is 0263 
	 x (latin capital letter r with long leg - A7E2) 
027C LATIN SMALL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG 
	 * uppercase is A7E2 
	 x (latin small letter insular s - 027C) 
A784 LATIN CAPITAL LETTER INSULAR S 
	 x (latin capital letter r with long leg - A7E2) 
A785 LATIN SMALL LETTER INSULAR S 
	 x (latin small letter r with long leg - 027C) 

UnicodeData.txt 
27C;LATIN SMALL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG;Ll;0;L;;;;;N;;;A7E2;;A7E2 
A7E2;LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG;Lu;0;L;;;;;N;;;;027C; 

allkeys.txt 
027C ; [.22D6.0020.0002] # LATIN SMALL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG 
A7DD ; # LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG 

Examples 

 
Figure 1. LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG used in Oosthuysen 2016, p. 2.
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Figure 2. LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG used in Mqhayi 1931, title page, with 
the name of S. E. Kɼune Mqhayi [S. E. Krune Mqhayi].

 
Figure 3. LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG used in Mqhayi 1931, p. 92.

 
Figure 4. LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG used in Kingsley Williams, 1935, 
p. 57. Note lowercase and smallcap.
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Figure 5. LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG used in Mqhayi 1935 (manuscript), 
p. 20.

 
Figure 8. LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG used in Mncube 1939, p. 152, sorted 
after Q.

 
Figure 7. LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG used in Masila Ndawo 1939, p. 28.

 
Figure 6. LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG used in Mqhayi 1937, p. 16 (cropped 
and assembled), with the name of W. B. ubusana [Walter Benson Rubusana].
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Figure 10. LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG used in Mqhayi 1951, title page.

 
Figure 11. LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG used in Tayedzerhwa and Mncube 
1951, p. 127, with a shape slightly different with a drop-terminal from capital Greek gamma.

 
Figure 12. LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG used in Washington and Jolobe 
1951, p. 162.

 
Figure 9. LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG used in Hobson and Hobson 1945, 
p. 3.
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Figure 14. LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG used in Yali-Manisi 1953, p. 74 with 
some kind of drop-terminal.

 
Figure 13. LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG used in Westphal 1951, p. 112 with 
a scaled-up lowercase shape.

 
Figure 16. LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG (turned by mistake) used in 
McLaren and Welsh 1955, p. 234, sorted after H.

 
Figure 15. LATIN CAPITAL LETTER R WITH LONG LEG used in McLaren and Bennie 1955, 
p. ix.
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Figure 17. C. B. Cayley, “General Phonetic Alphabet: Scheme for the extension of the Phonetic 
Alphabet to foreign languages”, The Phonetic Journal,‎ 1858-10-30, 372-37↊, p. 377 showing  
LATIN CAPITAL R WITH LONG LEG as the capital of LATIN SMALL LETTER R WITH 
LONG LEG in Charles Cayley’s proposed General Phonetic Alphabet.
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