L2/25-177

Glyph error in U+A93D REJANG LETTER RA

To : Unicode Technical Committee / Script Encoding Working Group
From  :Ariq Syauqi (intern at SEI, UC Berkeley)

Sarwit Sarwono (Professor of Philology, University of Bengkulu)
Subject : Review on the Rejang Unicode Range A930-A95F
Date :May2025

An error has been identified in the glyph representation of U+A93D REJANG LETTER RA in the current
Unicode code charts (16.0). A correction to the reference glyph is hereby requested.

While the angle, curvature, and length of strokes can vary, the number and placement of strokes
is the key distinguishing feature between characters in Rejang. The current glyph for A93D REJANG
LETTER RA mistakenly includes an extra stroke (4*), making it visually identical to A93A REJANG
LETTER JA, rather than representing the intended ‘ra’ (#). As a result, the current Unicode chart
unintentionally includes two glyphs for ‘ja’ (# and #'), and none that accurately represent ‘ra’ (#).

Letter variants involving stroke additions or removals do appear in historical Rejang manuscripts,
but the current glyph for A93D REJANG LETTER RA is not among them. It appears to be an error rather

than a recognized variant.

Evidence supporting this can be found in the original encoding proposal itself (L2/06-139), where the
reference glyph for A93D REJANG LETTER RA contradicts the forms shown in Figure o1 and Figure 02
of that document. None of the cited references in L2/06-139 depict A93D REJANG LETTER RA using the
currently represented glyph (#"). This strongly suggests that the current reference glyph is simply an
error and should be corrected.

While the glyphs shown in the Unicode document should only act as a reference, many people rely
on those as accepted forms and unconsciously reproduce the error in the font layer. From 5 fonts that
properly use Rejang code points, 2 reproduced the error made in the Unicode document. Thus, we

urgently request the change of the reference glyph.

Correct forms Unicode chart (16.0) Current available fonts

P ABA M PR
m | A93D A AN BN

. Noto Sans  Code2000 fs song- UniFont-  Faulmann
Taken from Marsden's table Taken from Unicode Rejang araks ExMono

of Sumatran scripts (1783), chart version 16.0

presented in Jaspan (1964)./

Figo1. Comparison between the correct forms, the current reference glyphs in the Unicode, and the impact on the available
fonts for A93A REJANG LETTER JA and A93D REJANG LETTER RA. The table containing the correct forms is cited in the original
proposal to encode Rejang in the Unicode. (Unicode document L2/06-139)

The erratum text and a corrected reference glyph for A93D REJANG LETTER RA—matching the style
of the current font in the Unicode document—are provided (-o-). Additional examples from various

publications are included in the appendix.
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Erratum text

In the published code charts for Versions 5.1 through 16.0 of the Unicode Standard, the repre-
sentative glyph for U+A93D is incorrect. The incorrect and correct glyphs are shown in the images
below. The incorrect glyph is identical to that of U+A93A. The glyph for U+A93D will be updated
in a future version of the standard.

Incorrect

U+A93D

Correct

U+A93D

Figo2. Table of incorrect an correct forms of A93D REJANG LETTER RA.
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Appendix

A930 Rejang A95F

A93 A94 A95 Consonants
A930 A REJANGLETTERKA
A931 / REJANG LETTER GA
o| A
A930

A932 ¥ REJANG LETTERNGA
A950 A933 A REJANG LETTERTA
Y A934 A REJANGLETTERDA
A935 M REJANG LETTERNA
A936 v REJANG LETTERPA
Aot | Aost A937 / REJANGLETTERBA
A938 ¥ REJANG LETTER MA
,(/ A939 4 REJANG LETTERCA

A93A A REJANG LETTER JA
Aoz | no2 A93B / REJANG LETTER NYA

S EX

o A93C_/* REJANG LETTER SA
N i A93D £ REJANG LETTERRA
i A93E A/ REJANG LETTERLA
A93F W REJANG LETTER YA
/\V A940 / REJANG LETTER WA
A941  REJANG LETTERHA
A934 A944 A942 4 REJANG LETTER MBA
A943 A REJANG LETTER NGGA
/ON A9%4 N REJANG LETTER NDA
A945

A953

/\
A931
2| W
A932
P
A933
A

A945 4" REJANG LETTER NYJA
A946 A REJANGLETTERA

Vowel signs
Shown here is the nominal position of the vowel signs relative
%46 to the dotted circle before taking account of the oblique
nature of the script.
A%947 .o REJANGVOWELSIGN I
= kaluan
A937 Ag47 A948 <o REJANGVOWELSIGNU
= kamitan
£ A%949 o REJANGVOWELSIGNE
= kamica

M
A935
s vV
A936
/

A48 A%A © REJANG VOWEL SIGN Al
= katiling
T A%94B :© REJANGVOWELSIGN O
A94C o REJANGVOWEL SIGN AU
L) = katulung

A A94D o REJANGVOWEL SIGN EU

w
A938
A
A939
A /M A94E < REJANG VOWEL SIGN EA
AZ3A
/VV
A93B
4

= kajina

Consonant signs

£ Shown here is the nominal position of the consonant signs

relative to the dotted circle before taking account of the

A4B oblique nature of the script.

A94F © REJANG CONSONANT SIGN NG

£ = katulang

o A950 ¢ REJANG CONSONANT SIGN N

A93C A94C _ =duo deatas

A951 © REJANG CONSONANT SIGN R
= kajunjung

" A952 o. REJANG CONSONANT SIGN H

A93D
Virama
A953 ©° REJANG VIRAMA
el V| o
A93E
A93F

" * does not form conjuncts

Punctuation
' # A95F ¥ REJANG SECTION MARK

A94F A95F

1162 The Unicode Standard, Version 16.0, Copyright © 1991-2024 Unicode, Inc. All rights reserved.

Figo3. Current version (16.0) of Rejang Unicode block.The color coding for the box used here will be used on the

following appendices.
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REJANG ALPHABET.

AA N p A MV AW S
e /(1 ()yﬂ . g s ne- i b me che / nea

/»/\/w AR NN N

I

V% cea ooa’ Aha b 7/4/ nda Z/ua a-

55 .%ﬁé 0/ ,{z;fnfm&nfwzmé. o L/%a/h{/ %%{.m :

/a7 ﬂ/%;e L%Jrlé-b M/owma/ [/71&' mnz// %pij the a//éiuéo)z of whih
r&itJl}/{»MJ//v"ﬂ#&w S {?muém/de/ sownd. %e ek &Z)y / ((‘((é{ll)é/' fo //&_7/?7&/7/

are as /4//01141 .
'__@140 deartors rheeh r/a/;[zfm /%(_ %{Mﬁéﬂxﬁnt ............................................ a Lo arn
”%;m» or-LDua doborwe: rétnyw a (o ak ’ &;My m/d'ffa ...................... a .fo ”:7

v ;z/oo;yomy ............................. o ar v Cameetrn. ......... smmsiasdensinsiinissdd OO

2 C-&Mo}zy...,-.-_----«..-.,_-.__._A.-._....-_.Ib P
P

x Cvrneecha oo o 7 U Labooloong.. .o o ow

A ha Mhan  Rhah  Rhar = Phee A"%a// ﬁ/my/ Phoo Ak & Forw
M/m are ‘)zefw;/bw'uz/ e ;trr/'/t)zfz; mcé/ﬁr %ﬂfwﬁ/m/n‘/n ”J(Jld/).y/ﬂfd e —
The Writng @ from He ftband o e rght.

BATTA

SO -2 = =Xk _ s = <
2 focr- ra 2 »e ta b v J /a
<SS e, s < <3 A
b /m/ . /ﬁﬂf /(1 e 741 e errr oo

)

LAMPOON

AR AR e SN AN SRS SN/ VR
Aer /(v /na' S M ma Pre dea na Aa

/ﬂ' = ?'Illl.l e o é £ 2T @ RIAT /l/ﬂ
¢ & .

Figos. Figure 1in L2/06-139, “Table of Rejang characters from Marsden’s 1783 book Sumatran

alphabets, as presented in Jaspan 1964". Here, Marsden uses English spelling and pronunciation.
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SUMATRAN ALPHABETS.

b fice page 207,

I{ejang'.
APNNMA MMM S AL KX

ha ga nga ta da na pa ba ma
/MM\_@_/V///V/VW/)‘/Y\/‘/V/A/WMW
cha| ja | ma sa m |la ya wa ha mba npa nda ma a.

The taminating sounds of these lotters are varted v the application of the Following Stgns:

# Duo de-atas changes ....Fka to Rl O R PEmg, ovl Li

to R kang
w BETOR i iivnicite. A Rk v Ba-mabor. it R fa
Eapirgung............ccoeniiciiinbe. R Fear ) Ka-thling............ sl R R R
T, P T R e R & C Aa-telung ... oiite & hakou
B e T Nl i PR T e

which last, llee the Jezma of the Arabians, saves to cad off or deaden the vocal wttarance,
ar the fterm  eaprefies. OF  these Srgns  more  than  one mav ke applied to the came  character
as /?V ln. "W . Mr nuk., A auna. g bann. wf prr. 5 marles the Commencoment
of  the wrttng, which proceeds herczontally. trom the leat hand te  the rght. the .erves
e lines J(chnfz'nla], most  wsually, trem  the top of the page: Put not untreguently
the bottorn line vr the firvt written, and  the others in  swecefiion  towards the top,
Thir practice / comnen to  other t‘rr'ﬁm// appears to  have given rise te  the tdea / neotterd
at p. 343 i that the Buattas wre accustomed to wnite /»y}bm:](;w?gnfv “tromm the bottem fo the
top of the line”

Batta.

nE = bl = 0 oo e B el T e
VWITE X X T O il S S TS se¥s ==
a ha na ma ta da ba pa wa va sa ga fa m nga g R T
The Signe  which govern the terminating sounds of thoe letters are, e, Y. ©n
T ang. and = w or wung: as X e Rww, X w X tang. and 8 tae or fang. IThe
final 77 ha takes the sound of . With the earception of the first two letters. it does
not appear that any determninate crder Ly ebserved in the arrangement of the Alphabet,

Lampong:

|

|

which v rfound to vary more or lyfs n cvay specimen., ‘
!

|

1

F

i

= e 7 uUT LL /:/ _c."' 'z

o il B B s o o Bl W I8 R VR G s SR o il e

la ga nga Fpa ba ma fa da et

Gieeer T W ar Rovr R 88 0, O Bty
Ja nea ver a let e er wer 7

Fo  theve letters the Stgns are applied i the rollowtng mutnner: 7 I m fotng.

G oor W A, W k. B hw W3 fEorkdt T R ordwn. T OAEAE T ek
[

B dur, I i, B mati, as FNE S FE tampat.

W Tooedon finip € Seaine 12

Figos. Marsden own revision (1811) of his previous table of characters (1783) displaying the letters of Rejang and
Lampung scripts. Taken from William Marsden's The History of Sumatra (1811), one of the earliest Western studies on

Sumatra’s writing systems. Here, Marsden uses Indonesian spelling and pronunciation.
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Text H - ALI AKBAR'S LETTER TO JASPAN [on paper])

I Gusti adat Redjang.
1 B Y L # L oA°
2 Adapun tijapz gerak utu
VA R L L S A I
3 datang daripada Allah waris
3 hd & LA HHNM nane
4 itu datang dari nabi, halipah
4 W phE AAAS A ML, SN

5 itu daripada radja -

6 Adat lembaga itu turun
6 vk s Nk ¥ b7
7 daripada nabi Adam.
7 AA VA M/ # A XS -
o 8 Berdirilah adat duwa perkara jaitu:
8 Jokod M LAY RE S WA g
9 Pertama adat Djahilijah.
9 A% H RS PN W
10 Keduwa adat Salamijah.
19 f AN VA Y # N X W
11 Adat Djahilijah matjamnja
Tk VA A AN We R 2 ¢ : 3
12 ada merendah ada menggunung, ada
12 ! A X 4 # A X A m A
13 meléréng ada mendaki.
13 X W ¥ A X W L
14 Adat Salamijah, datar harus
14 4 kot AN X W A4 A
< s 15 dipakai, batal dibuang.
15 T | /! 4 N° &KL
16 Djalan perkara ada duwa:
16 N ol Rk A A

Figo6. Figure 2 in L2/06-139 shows an excerpt from Ali Akbar's letter to Jaspan (left page). The full spread from the original
source (Jaspan, 1964) is presented here to include the Latin transcription. The last word on line 1is written ‘Redjang’,

displaying the letters “ra” and “ja" (“dja” in old spelling) side by side to compare.
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Figo7. Ali Akbar's original letter to Jaspan, handwritten on paper. Image taken from Jaspan, 1964.
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Figo8. Example of typical Rejang manuscipt. (credit: Sarwit Sarwono)
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