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Preliminary Proposal to Encode the Odùduwà Script in the UCS 
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To: Script Encoding Working Group (SEWG) / Unicode Technical Committee (UTC) 
From: Oreen Yousuf oreen.yousuf@gmail.com ; Vyshantha Simha yshant@gmail.com  
Subject: Odùduwà Script 

Date: 2025 December 26 

 
We propose the addition of the Odùduwà script into the Unicode Standard. The script is used to write the 
Yoruba language. 

 

I Background 
The Odùduwà script ( ) was devised by Olóyè1 Tolúlàṣẹ Ògúntósìn of Benin in 2011 and is used 
to write the Yoruba language (ISO 639-1: yo / ISO 639-3: yor). Olóyè Ògúntósìn reports that the script is 
based on a vision he received in his sleep believed to have been granted to him from Odùduwà, the 
Yoruba divine king and legendary found of the Ife Empire (1000-1420 AD). The script has received 
approval and support from other prominent monarchs in Yorubaland who hold various forms and levels 
of authority and are legally recognized by the governments of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and the 
Republic of Benin. 
 
The script has been taught in many regions of Benin and Nigeria, such as at the “Odùduwà Alphabetic 
Academy School” in Àjàṣẹ́ (Porto-Novo), Benin; Ifẹ, Nigeria; Lagos State, Nigeria; and more. See Figure 7 
in Section IX for an example of a Certificate of Registration for an Odùduwà Academy. Students 
graduate from these academies (see References 1 and 2, Section VII) after completing a month or more 
worth of lessons of education to become literate and receive diplomas reflecting so (see Figures 5 and 
15, Section VII). As of writing this proposal, there are 1,000+ people that have learned and use the 
script. Among the user community are children, and people that have graduated from higher 
institutions of learning (both middle-aged and elderly). I want to direct the SEWG towards Reference 
15, Section VII specifically to view a documentary showcasing hundreds of individual script users. 
 
Two fonts for the script have been created by the community. Material in Section IX showcases one 
font, but the second font (with Serifs) will be used in the main body text, tables, and the reference code 
chart throughout this proposal. Typographers should refer to this serif font in the code chart. 
A digital keyboard was created and can be found here: https://worldscriptsexplorer.page/odu . A 
transliteration tool for Latin↔Odùduwà was created and can be found here: 
https://github.com/oduduwatranslate/yoruba . The community refer to an “Oduduwa Alphabet 
Keyboard” as “Pátákó-ìkọ̀wé Àébájìogbè Odùduwà”  )  (. 

 

 

II Script Name 

The proposed Unicode name for the script is “ODUDUWA”. The user community refer to the script as 
“Àébájìogbè Odùduwà” or “Àébájìogbè”, where the latter means “alphabet”. It is at times referred to as 
the “Talking Alphabet” in English because speaking/reading the script letters in their 
collation/alphabetic order creates four Yoruba-language sentences, which translates into English as: 

 
1 Olóyè is a title, not a personal name. 
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“If you are using it, you shall successively be ahead in your endeavors in life. Enshrine divinity within your 
actions as you accept responsibility for your thoughts and actions. God’s answer is the final approval on 
all supplications. You shall live long enough to fulfil your God ordained purpose for your life on Earth.” 

 
or to: 
 
”If you are using it, you shall be moving forward in every way in life. God shall move you to the next level 
if you think deeper. God is the only one that has the final say. You shall live long on Earth, to complete 
your assignment as God sent you to do.” 

 

III Structure 

The Odùduwà script is an alphabet that is written right-to-left (RTL), in horizontal lines from the 
top of a page to the bottom of a page. Below shows the basic letters of the script:
 

 
Odùduwà 

Letter 
Name 

Odùduwà 
Letter 

IPA 
Latin-Yoruba 
Orthography 

(Nigeria / Benin) 
 

Odùduwà 
Letter 
Name 

Odùduwà 
Letter 

IPA 
Latin-Yoruba 
Orthography 

(Nigeria / Benin) 

1 A /a/ A 14 U /u/ U 

2 E /e/ E 15 MI /m/ M 

3 BA /b/ B 16 NI /n/; /ŋ̍/ N 

4 JI /d͡ʒ/ J 17 I /i/ I 

5 O /o/ O 18 HU /h/ H 

6 GBE /ɡ͡b/ GB 19 RE /ɾ/ R 

7 DI /d/ D 20 SI /s/ S 

8 FA /f/ F 21 ṢẸ /ʃ/ Ṣ / SH 

9 TI /t/ T 22 KI /k/ K 

10 Ẹ /ɛ/ Ẹ / Ɛ 23 GI /g/ G 

11 Ọ /ɔ/ Ọ / Ɔ 24 YE /j/ Y 
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12 LỌ /l/ L 25 PẸ 

/k͜p/ P / KP 

/p/ P 

13 WU 
/w/ W 

Table 1. Basic character inventory of the Odùduwà script. 
 
 
 
 
Additionally, there are five other distinct letters in the script used to spell loan-words (e.g., from 
English, French, etc.). 

 Odùduwà Letter 
Odùduwà Letter Name 

& Latin-script equivalent 
Examples 

26 C  “Victor” 

27 V  “violin” 

28 Q  “quarantine” 

29 X  “boxe” 

30 Z  “Zainab” 

Table 2. Supplementary graphemes of the Odùduwà script. See other examples in Figure 64, 
Section IX. 
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Ligatures 

A unique and important aspect of the Odùduwà script is the heavy use of ligatures. These 
ligatures are not separate letters (e.g., æ in Danish/Norwegian), but rather they are the default 
way certain two-letter sequences appear. Ligatures form when two adjacent letters share a long 
vertical line when written next to each other. This never happens for shared horizontal lines. 

Ligature Glyph Components Ligature Glyph Components Ligature Glyph Components 

 +   +   +  

 +   +   +  

 +   +   +  

 +   +   +  

 +   +   +  

 +   +   +  

 +   +   +  

 +   +   +  

 +   +   +  

 +   +   +  

 +   +   +  

 +   +   +  

 +   +   +  

 +   +   +  

 +   +   +  

 +   +   +  
Table 3. Odùduwà script ligatures and their components. 
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Diacritics 

There are 2 diacritics in Odùduwà script.
 

Odùduwà diacritic name Odùduwà diacritic IPA Meaning 

Àmì ohùn ìsàlẹ̀ /˨/ 
indicates low-

tone 

Àmì ohùn òkè /˦/ 
indicates high-

tone 

Table 4. Odùduwà script diacritics. 
 

 
The mid-tone in Yoruba, /˧/, is unmarked. The Odùduwà diacritics can only be used on nine 
letters, namely:

Odùduwà Letter that can use diacritics Letter with diacritics 

Table 5. The nine Odùduwà letters that can have diacritics on them. 
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One or both diacritics can be used in a ligature of two letters as well (if applicable). 

Table 6. Example of diacritics can be attached to the ligature . 
 

Punctuation and Numerals/Digits: 

There are script-specific punctuation marks and numerals/digits in the Odùduwà script. 
Yoruba punctuation names Odùduwà punctuation Latin-script approximate 

Àmì ìdánudúró 
. fullstop 

Àmì ìdánudúró díẹ̀ 
, comma 

Àmì Ìsẹḿìí-kà 
: colon 

Àmì Ìsẹḿìí-tò 
; semi-colon 

Àmì asọ̀rọ̀pọ̀ 
- hyphen 

Àmì ìbéèrè 
? question mark 

Kọmá olókè 
’ apostrophe 

Àmì Àyọlò abèjì ìbẹ̀rẹ̀ 
“ opening quotation marks 

Àmì Àyọlò abèjì ìparí 
” closing quotation marks 

Table 7. Odùduwà script punctuation marks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 7 of 78  

These punctuation marks are used in a similar manner as their English equivalents. One 
exception is that the Kọmá olókè )i.e., “apostrophe”) may be used to mark an elided sound: 

Odùduwà Latin 

 
ní ilé 

 ń'lé 

Table 8. How Kọmá olókè can be used to elide <ní ilé> into <ń'lé>. 
 
Certain punctuation marks like Àmì ìdánudúró díẹ̀ (i.e., comma) and Àmì Àyọlò abèjì ìbẹ̀rẹ̀/ 
ìparí (i.e., opening/closing quotation marks) go below or above the baseline, respectively. See 
Figure 51, Section IX for precise examples of how to properly place punctuation marks in 
relation to letters and the descender/ascender. 
 

Odùduwà 
numerals/digits 

Hindu-Arabic 
numeral/digit equivalents 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Table 9. Odùduwà script numerals/digits. 
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Numbers never fuse together (i.e., they do not create ligatures) even if two adjacent digits 
share a straight vertical line between them. 
 
Numbers are written right-to-left. When representing multi-digit numbers, the most-
significant digit is on the right, and the least-significant digit on the left, and digits decrease in 
significance as you go from right-to-left. Examples: 10 = ; 20 = ; 35 = ; 45 = ; 100 = . 

This is similar to multi-digit numerals in Adlam (e.g., 10 = �𞥐𞥐� = 100 ;�𞥐�) and NKo (e.g., 10 = 
٠٠١ = 100 ;١٠ = but unlike Eastern Arabic numerals (10 ,(߁߀߀ = 100 ;߁߀  ) and Western Arabic 
numerals (10; 100). 
 
 
 

IV Character Repertoire 

Odùduwà Character Unicode Name 

U+1X000 ODUDUWA LETTER A 

U+1X001 ODUDUWA LETTER EE 

U+1X002 ODUDUWA LETTER BA 

U+1X003 ODUDUWA LETTER JI 

U+1X004 ODUDUWA LETTER OO 

U+1X005 ODUDUWA LETTER GBEE 

U+1X006 ODUDUWA LETTER DI 

U+1X007 ODUDUWA LETTER FA 

U+1X008 ODUDUWA LETTER TI 

U+1X009 ODUDUWA LETTER E 

U+1X00A ODUDUWA LETTER O 

U+1X00B ODUDUWA LETTER LO 

U+1X00C ODUDUWA LETTER WU 
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U+1X00D ODUDUWA LETTER U 

U+1X00E ODUDUWA LETTER MI 

U+1X00F ODUDUWA LETTER NI 

U+1X010 ODUDUWA LETTER I 

U+1X011 ODUDUWA LETTER HU 

U+1X012 ODUDUWA LETTER REE 

U+1X013 ODUDUWA LETTER SI 

U+1X014 ODUDUWA LETTER SHE 

U+1X015 ODUDUWA LETTER KI 

U+1X016 ODUDUWA LETTER GI 

U+1X017 ODUDUWA LETTER YEE 

U+1X018 ODUDUWA LETTER PE 

U+1X019 ODUDUWA LETTER C 

U+1X01A ODUDUWA LETTER V 

U+1X01B ODUDUWA LETTER Q 

U+1X01C ODUDUWA LETTER X 

U+1X01D ODUDUWA LETTER Z 

U+1X01E ODUDUWA AMI OHUN ISALE 
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U+1X01F ODUDUWA AMI OHUN OKE 

U+1X020 ODUDUWA AMI IDANUDURO 

U+1X021 ODUDUWA AMI IDANUDURO DIE 

U+1X022 ODUDUWA AMI ISEMII-KA 

U+1X023 ODUDUWA AMI ISEMII-TO 

U+1X024 ODUDUWA AMI ASOROPO 

U+1X025 ODUDUWA AMI IBEERE 

U+1X026 ODUDUWA KOMA OLOKE 

U+1X027 ODUDUWA AMI AYOLO ABEJI IBERE 

U+1X028 ODUDUWA AMI AYOLO ABEJI IPARI 

U+1X036 ODUDUWA DIGIT ZERO 

U+1X037 ODUDUWA DIGIT ONE 

U+1X038 ODUDUWA DIGIT TWO 

U+1X039 ODUDUWA DIGIT THREE 

U+1X03A ODUDUWA DIGIT FOUR 

U+1X03B ODUDUWA DIGIT FIVE 

U+1X03C ODUDUWA DIGIT SIX 

U+1X03D ODUDUWA DIGIT SEVEN 
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U+1X03E ODUDUWA DIGIT EIGHT 

U+1X03F ODUDUWA DIGIT NINE 

Table 10. Odùduwà script character repertoire. 
 
The actual names for all Odùduwà letters can be seen in Tables 1, 2, 4, and 7. As Unicode does not 
allow non-ASCII characters in the official Unicode names for characters the proposal authors have 
employed simple substitutions to adhere to this. Letters spelled with the Yoruba ‘E’ were changed to 
‘EE’; ‘O’ was changed to ‘OO’; ‘Ṣ’ was changed to ‘SH’. Letters spelled with the Yoruba ‘Ẹ’ were replaced 
with ‘E’; and ‘Ọ’ was simply replaced with ‘O’.  
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Chart 

 U+1X00 U+1X01 U+1X02 U+1X03 

0    

1    

2    

3    

4    

5    

6    

7    

8    

9    

A    

B    

C    

D    

E    

F    
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Letters 
U+1X000      ODUDUWA LETTER A 
U+1X001      ODUDUWA LETTER EE 
U+1X002      ODUDUWA LETTER BA 
U+1X003      ODUDUWA LETTER JI 
U+1X004      ODUDUWA LETTER OO 
U+1X005      ODUDUWA LETTER GBEE 
U+1X006      ODUDUWA LETTER DI 
U+1X007      ODUDUWA LETTER FA 
U+1X008      ODUDUWA LETTER TI 
U+1X009      ODUDUWA LETTER E 
U+1X00A      ODUDUWA LETTER O 
U+1X00B      ODUDUWA LETTER LO 
U+1X00C      ODUDUWA LETTER WU 
U+1X00D      ODUDUWA LETTER U 
U+1X00E      ODUDUWA LETTER MI 
U+1X00F      ODUDUWA LETTER NI 
U+1X010      ODUDUWA LETTER I 
U+1X011      ODUDUWA LETTER HU 
U+1X012      ODUDUWA LETTER REE 
U+1X013      ODUDUWA LETTER SI 
U+1X014      ODUDUWA LETTER SHE 
U+1X015      ODUDUWA LETTER KI 
U+1X016      ODUDUWA LETTER GI 
U+1X017      ODUDUWA LETTER YEE 
U+1X018      ODUDUWA LETTER PE 
 
Supplementary Letters 
U+1X019      ODUDUWA LETTER C 
U+1X01A      ODUDUWA LETTER V 
U+1X01B      ODUDUWA LETTER Q 
U+1X01C      ODUDUWA LETTER X 
U+1X01D      ODUDUWA LETTER Z 
 
Tone marks 
U+1X01E      ODUDUWA AMI OHUN ISALE 
U+1X01F      ODUDUWA AMI OHUN OKE 
 
Punctuation 
U+1X020      ODUDUWA AMI IDANUDURO 
U+1X021      ODUDUWA AMI IDANUDURO DIE 
U+1X022      ODUDUWA AMI ISEMII-KA 
U+1X023      ODUDUWA AMI ISEMII-TO 
U+1X024      ODUDUWA AMI ASOROPO 
U+1X025      ODUDUWA AMI IBEERE 
U+1X026      ODUDUWA KOMA OLOKE 
U+1X027      ODUDUWA AMI AYOLO ABEJI IBERE 
U+1X028      ODUDUWA AMI AYOLO ABEJI IPARI 
 
Digits 
U+1X036      ODUDUWA DIGIT ZERO 
U+1X037      ODUDUWA DIGIT ONE 
U+1X038      ODUDUWA DIGIT TWO

U+1X039      ODUDUWA DIGIT THREE 
U+1X03A      ODUDUWA DIGIT FOUR 
U+1X03B      ODUDUWA DIGIT FIVE 
U+1X03C      ODUDUWA DIGIT SIX 
U+1X03D      ODUDUWA DIGIT SEVEN 
U+1X03E      ODUDUWA DIGIT EIGHT 
U+1X03F      ODUDUWA DIGIT NINE
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Additional information on characters 
Phonetic value 
See Table 1 in Section III for all letters’ IPA value. 
 

Joining information 
See Section III, subsection “Ligatures”. 

 

Punctuation 
See Section III, subsection “Punctuation and Numerals/Digits”. 

 

Numbers 
See Section III, subsection “Punctuation and Numerals/Digits”. 
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V Properties 

General Category and other properties 

U+1X000 ODUDUWA LETTER A;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X001 ODUDUWA LETTER EE;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X002 ODUDUWA LETTER BA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X003 ODUDUWA LETTER JI;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X004 ODUDUWA LETTER OO;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X005 ODUDUWA LETTER GBEE;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X006 ODUDUWA LETTER DI;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X007 ODUDUWA LETTER FA;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X008 ODUDUWA LETTER TI;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X009 ODUDUWA LETTER E;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X00A ODUDUWA LETTER O;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X00B ODUDUWA LETTER LO;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X00C ODUDUWA LETTER WU;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X00D ODUDUWA LETTER U;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X00E ODUDUWA LETTER MI;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X00F ODUDUWA LETTER NI;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X010 ODUDUWA LETTER I;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X011 ODUDUWA LETTER HU;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X012 ODUDUWA LETTER REE;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X013 ODUDUWA LETTER SI;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X014 ODUDUWA LETTER SHE;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X015 ODUDUWA LETTER KI;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X016 ODUDUWA LETTER GI;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X017 ODUDUWA LETTER YEE;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X018 ODUDUWA LETTER PE;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X019 ODUDUWA LETTER C;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X01A ODUDUWA LETTER V;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X01B ODUDUWA LETTER Q;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X01C ODUDUWA LETTER X;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X01D ODUDUWA LETTER Z;Lo;0;R;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X01E ODUDUWA AMI OHUN ISALE;Mn;230;NSM;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X01F ODUDUWA AMI OHUN OKE;Mn;230;NSM;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X020 ODUDUWA AMI IDANUDURO;Po;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X021 ODUDUWA AMI IDANUDURO DIE;Po;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X022 ODUDUWA AMI ISEMII-KA;Po;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X023 ODUDUWA AMI ISEMII-TO;Po;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 
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U+1X024 ODUDUWA AMI ASOROPO;Po;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X025 ODUDUWA AMI IBEERE;Po;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X026 ODUDUWA KOMA OLOKE;Po;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X027 ODUDUWA AMI AYOLO ABEJI IBERE;Po;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X028 ODUDUWA AMI AYOLO ABEJI IPARI;Po;0;ON;;;;;N;;;;; 

U+1X036 ODUDUWA DIGIT ZERO;Nd;0;R;;0;0;0;N;;;;; 

U+1X037 ODUDUWA DIGIT ONE;Nd;0;R;;1;1;1;N;;;;; 

U+1X038 ODUDUWA DIGIT TWO;Nd;0;R;;2;2;2;N;;;;; 

U+1X039 ODUDUWA DIGIT THREE;Nd;0;R;;3;3;3;N;;;;; 

U+1X03A ODUDUWA DIGIT FOUR;Nd;0;R;;4;4;4;N;;;;; 

U+1X03B ODUDUWA DIGIT FIVE;Nd;0;R;;5;5;5;N;;;;; 

U+1X03C ODUDUWA DIGIT SIX;Nd;0;R;;6;6;6;N;;;;; 

U+1X03D ODUDUWA DIGIT SEVEN;Nd;0;R;;7;7;7;N;;;;; 

U+1X03E ODUDUWA DIGIT EIGHT;Nd;0;R;;8;8;8;N;;;;; 

U+1X03F ODUDUWA DIGIT NINE;Nd;0;R;;9;9;9;N;;;;; 

Character properties for the Odùduwà script characters. 

 

 

Line breaking information 

• Words are separated using U+0020 SPACE. 

• Line breaks can occur within a word, but U+1X024 ODUDUWA AMI ASOROPO ( ) is used to 

connect the word, similar to how English sometimes uses a hyphen to connect a broken word 
across lines. 

• Line breaks cannot occur within numbers. 

• Lines do not break before punctuation. 
 

VI Collation 

Collation of basic letters can be seen in Table 1, Section III; the letters are numbered 1 through 25 and 
reflects the alphabetic order. The 5 letters used in foreign words (seen in Table 2, Section III) are 
ordered after the initial 25 letters. The order of the 5 foreign letters is also reflected by their numbering 
in Table 2, Section III. 
 
When diacritics are used, the order is affected as such: 
1. A letter with the àmì ohùn ìsàlẹ̀ (low-tone) 
2. The same letter, unmarked, without any diacritics 
3. Lastly, the same letter with the àmì ohùn òkè (high tone). 
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20. “Class 3D & History, in Oduduwa Alphabet Studies Ise Iyara-Eko 3D AEBAJIOGBE Oduduwa”. YouTube, 
August 1, 2022. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ttnnn3Qrz4E 

21. “BREAKING NEWS to the World as Tolulase Oguntosin Read the Unreadable Letters at OKE IDANRE 
Today”. YouTube, August 2, 2022. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpYDWtV9-ug 

22. “L/V BREAKING NEWS to the World as Tolulase Oguntosin Read the Unreadable Letters at OKE 
IDANRE Today”. YouTube, August 3, 2022. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2I5VadHsVs 

23. “The Unreadable Letter at IDANRE Hill, Meeting at Ondo State Ministry of Culture & Tourism 
16/08/2022”. YouTube, August 19. 2022. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c4WX-1ZhqrI 

24. “See it at Oba Akire of Ife Palace, New Art of Oduduwa Alphabet (AEBAJIOGBE ODUDUWA) by 
Tolulase”. YouTube, August 21, 2022. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GazWoeyIZTE 

25. “OAU Archaeologist Professor's at IDANRE Hill to Confirm/Certify the Oduduwa Alphabet writing on 
Rock”. YouTube, September 4, 2022. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v-H9FtMVeTg 

26. “Ise Iyara-Eko 2. BDE, To recognize straight lines in Oduduwa Alphabet. lati mo opagigun 
AEBAJIOGBE”. YouTube, September 18, 2022. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cwMHn43aiQw 

https://www.bbc.com/yoruba/46873867
https://www.bbc.com/yoruba/afrika-60418856
https://globalvoices.org/2020/03/10/this-chief-hopes-yoruba-speakers-adopt-his-newly-invented-talking-alphabet/
https://globalvoices.org/2020/03/10/this-chief-hopes-yoruba-speakers-adopt-his-newly-invented-talking-alphabet/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ex2E11i0QQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pPqFyeK4HJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O9CZk1VqhjI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p7Xt6sSFVMo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NrTAZc8Zd6g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tb7K8IByGDs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wCSgT24c0BA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmRXDLgnZtw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4I3DXukSJlM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NSu_EcwnV5k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-FHP5oaicgc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iG4_pbZSVjw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SijsOM75his
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zz2FjPozhg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1a6ypqV-p2M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BlKDPsdGgxg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ttnnn3Qrz4E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpYDWtV9-ug
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2I5VadHsVs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c4WX-1ZhqrI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GazWoeyIZTE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v-H9FtMVeTg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cwMHn43aiQw
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27. “Graduation Ceremony of Oduduwa Alphabet Student's at Obafemi Awolowo University ILE-IFE. 
17/02/2022.”. YouTube, October 7, 2022. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRaMxymxnQ8 

28. “Students visit to Historical sites, This Video will let you know the deferent between YORUBA & 
EGUN.”. YouTube, October 11, 2022. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zW_J1HR7E6I 

29. “Brief History of Oduduwa Alphabet/Childrens, Celebrating 11/11/2011, Discovery of Aebajiogbe 
Oduduwa”. YouTube, October 28, 2022. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ffcTVI0H9C0 

30. “View/Learn how to read and Dance to the song of Oduduwa Alphabet, the only Talking Alphabet on 
Earth”. YouTube, March 22, 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VbluKG-KIPc 

31. “11/02/2022, Opening Ceremony of Oduduwa Alphabet Students at Porto-Novo, Benin Rep. 20 
minutes Video”. YouTube, March 22, 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lE7ewiJ3-T4 

32. “Class 5 A&B Assignment with History of lost Yoruba Language at Benin 🇧🇯 Republic and Nigeria 🇳🇬”. 
YouTube, May 13, 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XrjRgzu6d6M 

33. “Class 4 Assignment and History of Oduduwa Alphabet, And the difference between Oduduwa & 
Lamurudu.”. YouTube, May 25, 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5v4ZnqahLkI 

34. “Just In: COURTESY VISIT: AEBAJIOGBE ODUDUWA ALPHABET ACADEMY PLEADS FOR GOVERNMENT 
INTERVENTION”. ADEX ROYAL MEDIA. https://adexroyalmedia.com.ng/2024/05/11/just-in-courtesy-
visit-aebajiogbe-oduduwa-alphabet-academy-pleads-for-government-intervention/ 

35. “Cowboy Bebop - Spike and Jet tease Faye - Oduduwa alphabet”. YouTube, July 29, 2024. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mutAHOEpNkY 

36. “One Piece Clip - Strawhats Chilling - Oduduwa alphabet subtitles in Yoruba”. YouTube, September 
22, 2024. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pRR8M0VGmTE&t=5s 

37. “OMO IJESA FESTIVAL BENIN REP.&Nigeria. Start from 07to13/08/2023, see 48 different family 
Names here”. YouTube, August 5, 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8jnV7x8EHQ 

38. “Baba AJASCO, Prof Banji Akintoye & TOLULASE in Classroom Teaching Oduduwa Alphabet at Simawa 
Kingdom”. YouTube, September 4, 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hln8DB3iyoQ 

39. “A Video of Action, preparing for the Graduation Ceremony to hold at Ajase-Ile Porto-Novo Benin 
Rep.”. YouTube, October 12, 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mBXHUtxVQ9I 

40. “Preparation for next tomorrow 11/11/2023, Graduation Ceremony of Oduduwa Alphabet Student.”. 
YouTube, November 9, 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VtBI8NhWyME 

41. “(Video 6) Speach: Ọsun State Governor & Graduand Certificats @ Aebajiogbe Oduduwa Alphabetic 
Academy”. YouTube, November 17, 2023. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a65rAh05d2A 

42. “Greeting of the New Year in Oduduwa Alphabet Aebajiogbe display, the only Talking Alphabet on 
Earth”. YouTube, January 1, 2024. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sr8OX0Swx7E 

43. https://github.com/oduduwatranslate/yoruba / https://oduduwatranslate.github.io/yoruba/ 
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Below is a list of monarchs, and their respective lands, that endorse the encoding of 

the Odùduwà script in the Unicode Standard: 

 

1. Oba Orangun of ILA – Osun State 

2. Oba Owa Ajero of Ijero – Ekiti State  

3. Oba Alára of Aramọkọ – Ekiti State  

4. Oba Olugbọn of Orile-Igbọn – Oyo State  

5. Oba Arẹsà of Iresapa – Oyo State  

6. Oba Olowu of Owu Abeokuta – Ogun State  

7. Oba Olowu of Owu-Kuta – Osun State  

8. Oba Ọlọwọ of Ọwọ – Ondo State  

9. Oba Onisabe of Sabe – Republic of Benin  

10. Oba Onipopo of Grand-Popo – Republic of Benin  

11. Oba Alajaṣẹ of Ajase-Ile Porto-Novo – Bénin Republic  

12. Oba Ọlọyẹ of Ọyẹ – Ekiti State  

13. Oba Ojomu of Ajiran – Lagos State  

14. Oba Ọlọtọ of Ọtọ Awori Ijanikin – Lagos State  

15. Oba Alajowun of Ajowun – Republic of Benin  

16. Oba ImulẹAje Agbaye of Ajaṣẹ – Republic of Benin  

17. Oba Alabirun of Ikare – Lagos State  

18. Oba Osolu of Osolu – Lagos State  

19. Oba Ogboni of Ijẹṣa – Osun State  

20. Oba Lẹjọka of Ijẹṣa – Osun State  

21. Oba Akire of Ìkirè IFE – Osun State  

22. Oba Oranmiyan of IFE – Osun State  

23. Oba Dio of IFE – Osun State 
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IX Examples

Figure 1.1 Pamphlet about a graduation from an Odùduwà Academy. 
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Figure 1.2 
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Figure 2. Passage titled “Family in Yorubaland”, by: Adéṣinà Ayẹni. 
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Figure 3. Letter to the Kwara State governor. 
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Figure 4. Pamphlet on the history of the Odùduwà script. 
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Figure 5. See Reference 1, Section VII. 
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Figure 6. Certificate/diploma given to graduates of an Aebajiogbe Oduduwa Alphabetic Academy. 

 

Figure 7. 
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Figure 8. Certificate of Registration for the ÀÉBÁJÌOGBÈ Odùduwà Alphabetic Academy. See Reference 
19, Section VII. 
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Figure 9.1. Graduates in the script. See Reference 23, Section VII. 

 
 

 
Figure 9.2. Charlemagne Yankouty, Mayor of Porto-Novo, Benin, at an Odùduwà graduation ceremony in 
Benin Republic. See Reference 2, Section VII. 
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Figure 10. 

 
Figure 11. Another graduation ceremony at an Odùduwà Academy. See Reference 41, Section VII. 
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Figure 12. Digital text discussing Yoruba literacy. 

 
Figure 13. A text on various topics, religion, medicine, certain peoples. 
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Figure 14. A story called “The Strange Alabi”. Written by a script user in Benin City, Edo State, Nigeria. 
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Figure 15. A text about literacy and how the user obtained their certificate from Obafemi University. 

 
Figure 16. A text titled (paraphrasing) “May the world be blessed with peace and Knowledgeable people”. 
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Figure 17. See Reference 32, Section VII. 
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Figure 18. A letter from one person to another. 
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Figure 19. A letter from one person to another. 
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Figure 20. A letter from one person to another. 

Figure 21. A letter from one person to another. 
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Figure 22. A poem called “IṢẸ NI OGUN ÌṢE”. 
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Figure 23. Online transliteration tool between Odùduwà↔Latin. See Reference 43, Section VII. 
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Figure 24. Calculator. 
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Figure 25. See Reference 42, Section VII. 
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Figure 26. Odùduwà script used on a wall at the Palace of ALAJAṢẸ Porto Novo, Republic of Benin. 

Figure 27. See Reference 37, Section VII. 
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Figure 28. Video showing construction of a building’s Odùduwà script engraving. See Reference 14, 
Section VII. 
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Figure 29. A shrine of a warrior named OYABIYI. “ILE IRUNỌMỌLẸ OYABIYI” is written on one side, and 
“AEBAJIOGBE ODUDUWA” is on the second side. See Reference 12, Section VII. 
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Figure 30. “OBA AKIRE” is written on a building at the Oba AKIRE of IKIRE IFE's Palace. See Reference 24, 
Section VII. 
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Figure 31. A third building with Odùduwà script letters and digits/numerals on a shrine in Ilé-Ifẹ̀, Nigeria. 
See Reference 8, Section VII. 
 
 

 
Figure 32. Newspaper coverage of the Odùduwà script from Thursday, November 2, 2017. See Reference 
21, Section VII. 
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Figure 33. Newspaper coverage of the Odùduwà script from Thrusday, November 2, 2017. See Reference 
23, Section VII. 
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Figure 34. Yoruba subtitles for tv show using the Odùduwà script. See Reference 35, Section VII. 

Figure 35. Yoruba subtitles for a tv show using the Odùduwà script. See Reference 36, Section VII. 
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Figure 36. Osun State Governor’s office discussing the Odùduwà script. See Reference 4, Section VII. 

 
 
 

 
Figure 37.1. Classroom of students learning the Odùduwà script. See Reference 5, Section VII. 
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Figure 37.2 
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Figure 36. See Reference 13, Section VII. 

 
Figure 38. See Reference 3, Section VII. 
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Figure 39. Some letters that fuse together to create ligatures. 
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Figure 40. See Reference 10, Section VII. 
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Figure 41. Handwritten 2025 calendar -January (top); February (middle), March (bottom). 
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Figure 42.1. Stroke order for a letter. See Reference 10, Section VII. 
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Figure 42.2. Stroke order when writing all letters. See Reference 10, Section VII. 
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Figure 43. Example words. See Reference 13, Section VII. 
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Figure 44.1. “Oduduwa” in Latin script )written left-to-right), on the top and in Odùduwà script (written 
right-to-left) on the bottom. See Reference 13, Section VII. 
 

 
Figure 44.2. Showing how certain letters connect to each other if they share a common vertical line of 
the same length. See Reference 13, Section VII. 
 
 

 
Figure 44.3. Example word in Latin and Odùduwà script. See Reference 13, Section VII. 

 

 
Figure 44.4. Showing how certain letters connect to each other if they share a common vertical line of 
the same length. See Reference 13, Section VII. 
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Figure 44.5. Example word in Latin and Odùduwà script. See Reference 13, Section VII. 

 

 
Figure 44.6. Showing how this word contains no adjacent letters that share a common vertical line of the 
same length to cause letters to join. See Reference 13, Section VII. 
 

 
Figure 44.7. Example word in Latin and Odùduwà script. See Reference 13, Section VII. 

 

 
Figure 44.8. Showing how certain letters connect to each other if they share a common vertical line of 
the same length. See Reference 13, Section VII. 
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Figure 45. Odùduwà script handwriting. Top right shows letters that combine. See Reference 15, Section 
VII. 
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Figure 46. See Reference 17, Section VII. 
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Figure 47. 2 and 3 digit numerals. See Reference 19, Section VII. 

 

Figure 48. Illustration of how multi-digit numbers never create ligatures even if they share a long vertical 
line between them. See Reference 19, Section VII. 
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Figure 49. Math instructions. See Reference 19, Section VII. 
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Figure 50. Punctuation marks. See Reference 20, Section VII. 
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Figure 51. Punctuation with letters representing the first letter of a word. See Reference 20, Section VII. 
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Figure 52. Example words with Odùduwà diacritics. Àgbàdo – maize; Ẹ̀kọ́ – education; Ìjẹ̀bú - this is a 
name of a place in Yorùbáland; Bím̀bó - a name of a person; Ǹkan – something. See Reference 20, 
Section VII. 
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Figure 53. Graduation ceremony of Odududwa script students at Obafemi Awolowo University in Ilé-Ifẹ̀, 
Osun State, Nigeria on February, 17, 2022. See Reference 27. 

 
Figure 54.1 Opening ceremony of Odùduwà script graduates at an Academy in Porto-Novo, Benin. See 
Reference 30, Section VII. 
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Figure 54.2. The Mayor of Porto-Novo, the capital of Benin, at the opening ceremony of graduates from 
an Odùduwà Academy. See References 30 and 31, Section VII. 
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Figure 54.3 6th year anniversary graduation of an Odùduwà Academy in Porto-Novo, Benin. See 54 31, 
Section VII. 
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Figure 55. 0-100 in script-specific numerals. 
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Figure 56. A letter from one person to another. 
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Figure 57. A short text on the Odùduwà script creator. 

 

Figure 58. A letter from one person to another. 
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Figure 59. A story about God. Part of the text says “GBOGBO OHUN TÍ ỌLỌRUN DA NI DÁRADÁRA Meaning: 
All things that God create is good”. 
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Figure 60. Months and days of the week. 
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Figure 61. Clock using Odùduwà numerals. 
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Figure 62. 
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Figure 63. Classroom to learn the script; script-specific calendar on the right. See Reference 38, Section VII. 

Figure 64. Example words using letters for foreign words. 
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X ISO Proposal Summary Forms 
ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC 2/WG 2 

PROPOSAL SUMMARY FORM TO ACCOMPANY SUBMISSIONS 
FOR ADDITIONS TO THE REPERTOIRE OF ISO/IEC 10646TP

2
PT  

Please fill all the sections A, B and C below. 
Please read Principles and Procedures Document (P & P) from HTUhttp://std.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/principles.html UTH for guidelines and 

details before filling this form. 
Please ensure you are using the latest Form from HTUhttp://std.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/summaryform.htmlUTH. 

See also HTUhttp://std.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/roadmaps.html UTH for latest Roadmaps. 

A. Administrative 

   
1. Title: Preliminary Proposal to Encode the Odùduwà Script in the UCS  

2. Requester's name: Oreen Yousuf; Vyshantha Simha  

3. Requester type (Member body/Liaison/Individual contribution): Individual contribution  

4. Submission date: 2025 December 26  

5. Requester's reference (if applicable):   

6. Choose one of the following:   
 This is a complete proposal: Yes  

 (or) More information will be provided later:   

   B. Technical – General 

   1. Choose one of the following:   
 a. This proposal is for a new script (set of characters): Yes  

 Proposed name of script:   

 b. The proposal is for addition of character(s) to an existing block:   

 Name of the existing block:   

2. Number of characters in proposal: 51  

3. Proposed category (select one from below - see section 2.2 of P&P document):   
 A-Contemporary X B.1-Specialized (small collection)  B.2-Specialized (large collection)   

 C-Major extinct  D-Attested extinct  E-Minor extinct   

 F-Archaic Hieroglyphic or Ideographic    G-Obscure or questionable usage symbols   

4. Is a repertoire including character names provided? Yes  

 a. If YES, are the names in accordance with the “character naming guidelines”   
 in Annex L of P&P document?   

 b. Are the character shapes attached in a legible form suitable for review? Yes  

5. Fonts related:   
 a. Who will provide the appropriate computerized font to the Project Editor of 10646 for publishing the standard?   
 Oreen Yousuf  

 b. Identify the party granting a license for use of the font by the editors (include address, e-mail, ftp-site, etc.):  
 Olóyè Tolúlàṣẹ Ògúntósìn via Oreen Yousuf (oreen.yousuf@gmail.com)  

6. References:   
 a. Are references (to other character sets, dictionaries, descriptive texts etc.) provided? Yes  

 b. Are published examples of use (such as samples from newspapers, magazines, or other sources)   
 of proposed characters attached? Yes  

7. Special encoding issues:   
 Does the proposal address other aspects of character data processing (if applicable) such as input,   
 presentation, sorting, searching, indexing, transliteration etc. (if yes please enclose information)? Yes  

 A sorting description is enclosed in this document.  

8. Additional Information: 

Submitters are invited to provide any additional information about Properties of the proposed Character(s) or Script that will 
assist in correct understanding of and correct linguistic processing of the proposed character(s) or script.  Examples of such 
properties are: Casing information, Numeric information, Currency information, Display behaviour information such as line 
breaks, widths etc., Combining behaviour, Spacing behaviour, Directional behaviour, Default Collation behaviour, relevance in 

 
TP

2
PT Form number: N4502-F (Original 1994-10-14; Revised 1995-01, 1995-04, 1996-04, 1996-08, 1999-03, 2001-05, 2001-09, 2003-11, 2005-01, 2005-

09, 2005-10, 2007-03, 2008-05, 2009-11, 2011-03, 2012-01) 

http://www.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/principles.html
http://www.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/summaryform.html
http://www.dkuug.dk/JTC1/SC2/WG2/docs/roadmaps.html
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Mark Up contexts, Compatibility equivalence and other Unicode normalization related information.  See the Unicode standard at 
HTUhttp://www.unicode.orgUTH for such information on other scripts.  Also see Unicode Character Database ( 
Hhttp://www.unicode.org/reports/tr44/       ) and associated Unicode Technical Reports for information needed for consideration by 
the Unicode Technical Committee for inclusion in the Unicode Standard. 
  

C. Technical - Justification  

   1. Has this proposal for addition of character(s) been submitted before? No  

 If YES explain   

2. Has contact been made to members of the user community (for example: National Body,   
 user groups of the script or characters, other experts, etc.)? Yes  

 If YES, with whom? Script user community, script creator, monarchs of Yorubaland in Benin and Nigeria  

 If YES, available relevant documents: Enclosed in this document.  

3. Information on the user community for the proposed characters (for example:   
 size, demographics, information technology use, or publishing use) is included? Yes  

 Reference: Enclosed in this document.  

4. The context of use for the proposed characters (type of use; common or rare) Rare  

 Reference: Enclosed in this document.  

5. Are the proposed characters in current use by the user community? Yes  

 If YES, where?  Reference: Benin and Nigeria.  

6. After giving due considerations to the principles in the P&P document must the proposed characters be entirely   
 in the BMP? No  

 If YES, is a rationale provided?   

 If YES, reference:   

7. Should the proposed characters be kept together in a contiguous range (rather than being scattered)? Yes  

8. Can any of the proposed characters be considered a presentation form of an existing    
 character or character sequence? No  

 If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?   

 If YES, reference:   

9. Can any of the proposed characters be encoded using a composed character sequence of either  
 existing characters or other proposed characters? No  

 If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?   

 If YES, reference:   

10. Can any of the proposed character(s) be considered to be similar (in appearance or function)   
 to, or could be confused with, an existing character? No  

 If YES, is a rationale for its inclusion provided?   

 If YES, reference:   

11. Does the proposal include use of combining characters and/or use of composite sequences? No  

 If YES, is a rationale for such use provided?   

 If YES, reference:   

 Is a list of composite sequences and their corresponding glyph images (graphic symbols) provided?   

 If YES, reference:   

12. Does the proposal contain characters with any special properties such as    
 control function or similar semantics? No  

 If YES, describe in detail (include attachment if necessary)   

   

   

13. Does the proposal contain any Ideographic compatibility characters? No  

 If YES, are the equivalent corresponding unified ideographic characters identified?   

 If YES, reference:   

   
 

http://www.unicode.org/
http://www.unicode.org/reports/tr44/



