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1 Introduction 

This is a preliminary proposal to encode the Tanchangya script in the Universal Character Set. Tanchangya 

script is used in Chittagong Hill Tracts, Bangladesh for writing Tanchangya language. This document 

provides a description of the writing system, a code chart and names list, and a few specimens. An 

allocation for the script should be made in the roadmap to the Supplementary Multilingual Plane. The code 

chart, name list, and all information presented here are subject to change. Additional information will be 

provided as it is obtained.  

2 Background 

Tanchangya language (ISO 639-3 tnv) (Tanchangya: tanxcaLxgX, Chakma: , Bengali: তঞ্চঙ্গ্যা) also known 

as Daingnak and Tonchongya respectively. It is spoken by 22,000 (1991) people. The Tanchangya language is 

one of the eleven indigenous languages in Chittagong Hill Tracts in present day Bangladesh. It is 

categorized as an Indo-Aryan language, despite some scholars having the opinion of it being Tibeto-

Burman language. It is closely related to Chakma and Chittagonian. Tanchangya settlements are found in 

South Tripura and in Chakma Autonomous District Council (CADC) of India. They are mostly concentrated 

in the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) of Bangladesh; a smaller number lives in Sittwe, Myanmar.  

Tanchangya language is written by Tanchangya script. The script itself is also called k pqx Kä-päṭh, tanxcaLxgX 

elg Tôncôṅgyä Legä and tanxcaLxgX AGx Tôncôṅgyä Ägh.  

The Tanchangya and Chakma are two tribes with very little difference, aboriginal to the area of Chittagong 

Hill Tracts and the Rakhine state of present-day Myanmar respectively. Although the Tanchangyas are at 

times identified as a sub-tribe of Chakma, it is seen that Tanchangya prefer to be identified as a distinct 

tribe. However, in terms of their languages, their similarities are more than the differences and their 

dialects are almost always mutually intelligible1. 

 

3 Timeline 

This script was discovered by researcher Dr. Rupak Debnath of Tripura University during in his fieldwork in 

January, 2004. He found that Vaidhya and Kabiraj2 are using this script in their manuals. He found some 

Chakma script but after scrutiny, he realized that some graphemes are altered in shapes. And also, he found 

that name of the letters is slightly different [see fig.]. The first two graphemes of the kä-varga, k and K are 

sung as kichimyä kä and gôchimyä khä, against Chakma cucyāṅyā kā and  gujāṅyā khā, etc. In his further 

study during 2004-05, he found that this script probably belongs to an intermediate stage between Marma 

(Burmese) script and present-day Chakma script. Even the numerals which Tanchangya vaidyas3 use differ 

from Chakma numerals4. 

After discovery of Debnath, this script was revised once. In the initial stage, the most of the graphemes of 

this script are quietly similar to Chakma script. To show difference themselves from Chakma; Tanchangya 

organizations changed some shapes, borrowed some characters from Burmese script and add some signs for 

proper phonology of Tanchangya.  As per Clifton5, the Tanchangya could have used the Chakma, Burmese, 

 
1 An Analysis of The Ethno-Linguistic Roots And Connections Of The Chakma-Tanchangya People. P-2 
2 Ayurvedic physicians 
3 A kind of manual of magic and medicine. 
4 Ethnographic Study of Tanchangya of CHT, CADC, Sittwe and South Tripura. (2008) P-71-85 
5 Dialects, Orthography and Society (2013) p-6 

https://iso639-3.sil.org/code/tnv
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanchangya_language#cite_note-e18-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chittagong_Hill_Tracts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indo-Aryan_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tibeto-Burman_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tibeto-Burman_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chakma_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chittagonian_language
R McGowan
Text Box
L2/26-039
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or Bangla alphabets. However, they decided to design a new alphabet based on, but different from, the 

Chakma. Sebba6 (2007) argues that in their orthographies, communities exhibit a tension between 

identification with, and differentiation from, the language on which the orthography is based. This is 

exactly what we see in the case of Tanchangya. The Tanchangya community decided to base their alphabet 

on the Chakma to show they were related to the Chakma. However, they systematically changed the 

alphabet to show that they were different from the Chakma – they were not simply a part of the larger 

Chakma community. 

Now, this script becomes the child system of Mon-Chakma script.  

 

 

 

4 Usage 

o Educational Materials: Primary educational materials for teaching Tanchangya language and 

script are published by Rangamati Hill District Council (রাঙ্গ্ামাটি পার্বতয জেলা পররষদ), Small Ethnic 

Cultural Institute, Bandarban (কু্ষদ্র নৃগ াষ্ঠীর স াংসৃ্করতক ইনস্টিটিউট), Bangladesh Tanchangya Welfare 

Organization (র্ াংলাগদশ তঞ্চঙ্গ্যা কলযাণ সাংস্থা), Tanchangya Language Committee (তঞ্চঙ্গ্যা ভাষা করমটি) are 

operated by Cultural Ministry of Bangladesh. 

• tanxcaLxgX Adi AGx Tôncôṅgyä Ädi Ägh by Milan Kanti Tanchangya (2017). 

• tanxcaLxgX elg sign Tôncôṅgyä Legä Sigänä Part-1 by Tanchangya Language Committee 

(2013). 

• tanxcaLxgX elg sign Tôncôṅgyä Legä Sigänä Part-2 by Tanchangya Language Committee 

(2013). 

o Linguistic Work: A dictionary tanxcaLxgX raAamac Tôncôṅgyä Rôômôcä (Bengali to Tanchangya) by 

Tanchangya Dictionary Preparation Committee (তঞ্চঙ্গ্যা অরভধান প্রণয়ন করমটি) (2022). 

o Literary Work: Various story-poem-rhymes books,e.g rueb[Stx berL Buboitô Bäreṅ and manhx 

KivLx Mônäh Khiuṅ published by Zabarang Kalyan Samiti (োর্ার াং কলযাণ সরমরত) (2023). Various 

unpublished handwritten poetry like tanxcaLxgX Car Tôncôṅgyä Chôr, tanxcaLxgX paCanx Tôncôṅgyä 

Pôchôn, etc.  

o Magazine: AWaStx Äoit is a Bengali-Tanchangya bilingual magazine composed by Jiku Tanchangya. 

First edition was published in 9th August 2021. rSLxKaXLx Räiṅkhyôṅ and siLxkb Siṅkäbä are yearly 

based magazines published by Bangladesh Tanchangya Welfare Organization (র্ াংলাগদশ তঞ্চঙ্গ্যা কলযাণ 
সাংস্থা). 

o Digital Sources: an Android Application ‘Tanchangya Alphabet’ developed by Upananda Bhikkhu 

in 2022 is available in Google Playstore. 

First True Typed font developed by John M. Clifton in 2013 which is used in this proposal and 

another True Typed developed by Arun Kumar Tanchangya in 2021. 

o Ephemera: Small Ethnic Cultural Institute (কু্ষদ্র নৃগ াষ্ঠীর স াংসৃ্করতক ইনস্টিটিউট) Bandarban and United 

Tanchangya Academic & Cultural Forum (UTACF) produce and distribute charts and pamphlets. 

o Workshop: Small Ethnic Cultural Institute Bandarban conducts Two months Tanchangya 

Language Learning Course (তঞ্চঙ্গ্যা ভাষা রশক্ষা জকাসব ‘অক্ষর জ্ঞান’) allover CHT area every year. 

Tanchangya Language & Literature Study Centre organized various online leaning classes for 

Tanchangya people. 

 

 
6 Sociolinguistic Approaches to Writing Systems Research (2009) p-35-49 

http://www.rhdc.gov.bd/
https://ksibandarban.portal.gov.bd/
https://ksibandarban.portal.gov.bd/
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5 Script details 

Tanchangya script is an alphasyllabic writing system which is written from left to right on horizontal line. 

Consonants having inherent sound [a], virama is for kill the inherent vowel, no conjunctions. It has medials 

and tone marks. 

The discovery by Debnath had 32 consonants, 14 vowels, 13 signs and 10 digits. which were later modified 

and kept as 5 vowels, 31 consonants, 9 vowel signs, 3 medial signs, 7 various signs. 

But later on, further research, we have found some more symbols and letters which are present in 

handwritten form but not in printed primers. §5.5 

5.1 Vowels 

A E S v Wa 
peṭsudä ä lejubä e ḍelbhäṅä i bôrśi u wä ubôr tulye o 

[a] [e] [i] [u] [o] 

     

5.2 Vowel signs 

 

◌a e◌ ◌i ◌I ◌u ◌U e◌[ ◌O ◌F 
ubôr tulye e kär bän bäni phurä ek tän dwi tän o kär oi kär ḍel bhäṅä 

[ɔ] [e] [i] [iː] [u] [uː] [o] [oi] [ai] 

 

• Vowel letter Aa ô [ɔ] is written as <A +◌ a> 

• Vowel letter Wa o [o] can be written as <W +◌ a> 

• Vowel letter AF äi [ai] is written as <A +◌ F> 

• Vowel letter WO oi [oi] is written as <W +◌ O> 

• Vowel sign e◌[ o [o] shown as e◌. in printed evidences, it is due to typing mistakes. But we found 

original form in handwritten materials. 

 

5.3 Various Signs 

◌M ◌: ◌V ◌w H◌ Y◌ ◌x 
ek phurä di phurä cän phurä  lämbä ṭän ôchôl ṭän nichôl ṭän mäyyä 

[-ŋ] [-ɦ] [˜] [ː] [˥] [˩]  
 

 

◌ M ek phurä is an ANUSVARA like character of orthography. Positions with other vowel signs are follow: 

◌MÃ e◌M ◌ÈÄ ◌ÇÄ ◌Mu ◌MU e◌M[ ◌ÆO ◌ÆÍ 
[ɔŋ] [eŋ] [iŋ] [iːŋ] [uŋ] [uːŋ] [oŋ] [oiŋ] [aiŋ] 

  

• ◌: di phurä is a VISARGA like character of orthography. 

• ◌ V cän phurä is a CANDRABINDU like character of orthography. Positions with other vowel signs are 

follow: 
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◌VÅ e◌V ◌ÈÉ ◌ÇÉ ◌Vu ◌VU e◌V[ ◌ÊÌ ◌ËÊ 
[ɔ̃] [ẽ] [ĩ] [ĩː] [ũ] [ũː] [õ] [oĩ] [aĩ] 

 

• Tone Marks: There are three tone marks in Tanchangya orthography which is not available in 

Chakma orthograhphy: 

 

o ◌w lämbä ṭän is a prolongation like character of orthography. It is used to make long vowel 

letters and vowel phonemes. 

 

Aw Ew Sw vw Waw ◌aw e◌w e◌[w ◌Ow ◌Fw 
ā ē ī ū ō ö ē ō oī äī 

[aː] [eː] [iː] [uː] [oː] [ɔː] [eː] [oː] [oiː] [aiː] 

          

o H◌ ôchôl ṭän is a high tone mark of orthography. It sits left top of vowels, consonants and 

vowel signs. e,g.  HElx él ‘Green’, Hkhx káh ‘Curry dish’, etc. 

  

o Y◌ nichôl ṭän is a low tone mark of orthography. It sits left bottom of vowels, consonants 

and vowel signs. e,g. paYAar x pôồr ‘Light’, Yh hà ‘Eat’, etc.  

 

• ◌ x mäyyä is a VIRAMA like character of orthography. It is used to kill the inherent vowel of 

consonants. There is no conjunction form in Tanchangya orthography like Chakma. 

o Glottalization mark Ax ø [ʔ]is shown by using <A+◌ x> 

 

5.4 Medial signs  

There are three consonant sign medials in Tanchangya orthography which are absent in Chakma. These 

signs come after consonants only. 

◌X ◌R ◌o 
yä rä wä  

[-ja] [-ra] [-wa] 

 

• Sign ◌X never sit with letter YA y. e,g. Acuryxy äcuräyyä ‘Unbroken’, AJuyxy äjhuyyä 

‘Infallible’, etc. 

• Sign ◌ R never sit with letter YA y and letter RA r. e,g. Jrxer[A jhärroä ‘Wild’, ekVyxrx kẽyr 

‘Chase’, etc. 
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5.5 Consonants  

k K g G L 
kichimyä kä gôchimyä khä cäindyä gä tinḍälyä ghä chilämuä ṅä 

[xa] [kʰa] [ga] [ga] [ŋa] 

c C j J P 
di-ḍäillyä cä mucurjjyä chä dwipôdôlä jä uräuṛi jhä tilekkyä ñä 

[ʦa] [sa] [ʣa] [za] [na] 

Q q z Z N 
dwihädät ṭä phurädiyät ṭhä äṛhubhäṅä ḍä lejbhôrä ḍhä pettwä ṇä 

[ta] [tʰa] [da] [da] [na] 

t T d D n 
gõyädät tä juphudät thä dulôndi dä tôlmuä dhä phäbänyä nä 

[ta] [kʰa] [da] [da] [na] 

p f b B m 
pärälyä pä ubôrmuä phä bukcibä bä cäiḍilyä bhä bugpôdlä mä 

[ɸa] [pʰa] [ba] [ba] [ma] 

y r l W s h 
cimcyäyä yä dwidäyyä rä tôlmuä lä bächônyä wä bhuribukyä sä ubôrmuä hä 

[ja] [ra] [la] [wa] [sa] [ha] 

 

• Letter WA W acts as a semi-vowel. It never carries any signs and medial signs except ◌a, ◌ O and ◌F 

make vowel letters o, oi and äi. 

 

5.6 More Characters 

• Letter Old JHAA 

In some handwritten text we have found this Letter Old JHAA Z with the current letter JHAA J.  

• Letter Old NYAA 

In some handwritten text we have found this Old NYAA Y with the current letter NYAA P.  

• Letter YYAA 

We have found this letter (tinguyäinyä ÿä) YYAA z [za] in some handwritten text. It is equivalent to 

Bengali YA য. It is used to write Pali and Bengali loanwords.  

• Letter LLAA 

We have found this letter (petpädälä ḷä) LLAA L /ɭa/ [la] in the book of Debnath, it is equivalent to 

Chakma LHAA . It is used to write Pali loanwords. e,g. pLi  päḷi. 

• Letter SHA 

We have found this letter (pôyä boikyä śä) SHA Î /ʃa/ [sa] in some handwritten texts, it is equivalent 

to Bengali SHA শ. It is used to write Bengali loanwords. 

• Letter SSA 

We have found this letter (peṭ käbä ṣä) SSA Â/ʂa/ [sa] in some handwritten texts, it is equivalent to 

Bengali SSA ষ. It is used to write Bengali loanwords. 
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5.7 Digits  

Debnath found Tanchangya numerals during his research and mentioned in his book. But now Tanchangya 

people are using Burmese digits. With this proposal author recommends adding Tanchangya digits for their 

future use. These digits are quite different from Chakma and Burmese.   

 

 

· ¸ ¹ º » ¼ ½ ¾ ¿ À 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 

• Burmese digits mentioned in the second row of above table which are currently used by 

Tanchangya people. And may be unified.  

 

5.8 Punctuation 

Devanagari-like Danda (।) is used by Tanchangya to end a sentence. This should be unified with the 

corresponding Devanagari character U+0965. No evidence contains double danda. Latin marks, such as : . , 

<> ; _ ‘’ () ? \/ - and ! are used. 

• ◌w lämbä ṭän and HYPHEN-MINUS U+002D having similarity in glyphs but having distinct usage. 

• Sign Danda (।) and is not canonical decomposition with sign O e◌[. 

  

6. Alternative forms 

In some cases, we found some alternative forms of long vowel letters and vowel signs. It is just writer’s own 

creativity. 

original 
Sw vw ◌I ◌U (◌ 

alternative 
SI vU ◌iw ◌uw e◌ 

 [iː] [uː] [iː] [uː] [e] 

 

 

7. Proposed Characters 

The proposed Unicode repertoire for ‘Tanchangya’ contains of 70 Characters: 4 vowels, 37 consonants, 9 

vowel signs, 10 various signs and 10 digits. 

 

     LETTERS 
Glyph Unicode Character Name Class Burmese Chakma 

A TANCHANGYA LETTER AA Lo အ

E TANCHANGYA LETTER E Lo ဧ /

S TANCHANGYA LETTER I Lo ဣ /

v TANCHANGYA LETTER U Lo ဥ /

k TANCHANGYA LETTER KAA Lo က

K TANCHANGYA LETTER KHAA Lo ခ

g TANCHANGYA LETTER GAA Lo ဂ

G TANCHANGYA LETTER GHAA Lo ဃ

L TANCHANGYA LETTER NGAA Lo င

c TANCHANGYA LETTER CAA Lo စ
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C TANCHANGYA LETTER CHAA Lo ဆ

j TANCHANGYA LETTER JAA Lo ဇ

J TANCHANGYA LETTER JHAA Lo ဈ

Z TANCHANGYA LETTER ALTERNATE JHAA Lo ဈ

P TANCHANGYA LETTER NYAA Lo ဉ

Y TANCHANGYA LETTER ALTERNATE NYAA Lo ဉ

q TANCHANGYA LETTER TTAA Lo ဋ

Q TANCHANGYA LETTER TTHAA Lo ဌ

z TANCHANGYA LETTER DDAA Lo ဍ

Z TANCHANGYA LETTER DDHAA Lo ဎ

N TANCHANGYA LETTER NNAA Lo ဏ

t TANCHANGYA LETTER TAA Lo တ

T TANCHANGYA LETTER THAA Lo ထ

d TANCHANGYA LETTER DAA Lo ဒ

D TANCHANGYA LETTER DHAA Lo ဓ

n TANCHANGYA LETTER NAA Lo န

p TANCHANGYA LETTER PAA Lo ပ

f TANCHANGYA LETTER PHAA Lo ဖ

b TANCHANGYA LETTER BAA Lo ဗ

B TANCHANGYA LETTER BHAA Lo ဘ

m TANCHANGYA LETTER MAA Lo မ

y TANCHANGYA LETTER YAA Lo ယ

z TANCHANGYA LETTER YYAA Lo -

r TANCHANGYA LETTER RAA Lo ရ

l TANCHANGYA LETTER LAA Lo လ

L TANCHANGYA LETTER LLAA Lo ဠ

W TANCHANGYA LETTER WAA Lo ဝ

Î TANCHANGYA LETTER SHA Lo ၐ - 

Â TANCHANGYA LETTER SSA Lo ၑ - 

s TANCHANGYA LETTER SAA Lo သ

h TANCHANGYA LETTER HAA Lo ဟ

 

 

     VOWEL SIGNS 
Glyph Unicode Character Name Class Burmese Chakma 

◌ a TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN AW Mn - 
e◌ TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN E Mc ေ  
◌ i TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN I Mn ိ  
◌ I TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN II Mn ိ  
◌ u TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN U Mn ိ  
◌ U TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN UU Mn ိ  
e◌[ TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN O Mc ေိိ  
◌ O TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN OI Mn - 
◌ F TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN AAI Mn ိ  
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VARIOUS SIGNS 
Glyph Unicode Character Name Class Burmese Chakma 

◌ M TANCHANGYA SIGN ANUSVARA Mn ိ   
◌: TANCHANGYA SIGN VISARGA Mc ိ   
◌ V TANCHANGYA SIGN CANDRABINDU Mn -  
◌w TANCHANGYA SIGN LENGTHY TONE Mc - - 
H◌ TANCHANGYA SIGN HIGH TONE Mn - - 
Y◌ TANCHANGYA SIGN LOW TONE Mn - - 
◌ x TANCHANGYA SIGN VIRAMA Mn ိ   

 

 

MEDIAL SIGNS 
Glyph Unicode Character Name Class Burmese Chakma 

◌X TANCHANGYA CONSONANT SIGN MEDIAL YAA Mc ိ  - 
◌ R TANCHANGYA CONSONANT SIGN MEDIAL RAA Mn ြိ - 
◌ o TANCHANGYA CONSONANT SIGN MEDIAL WAA Mn ိ  - 

 

 

 

 

DIGITS 
Glyph Unicode Character Name Class Burmese Chakma 

· TANCHANGYA DIGIT ZERO Nd 0  
¸ TANCHANGYA DIGIT ONE Nd 1  
¹ TANCHANGYA DIGIT TWO Nd 2  
º TANCHANGYA DIGIT THREE Nd 3  
» TANCHANGYA DIGIT FOUR Nd 4  
¼ TANCHANGYA DIGIT FIVE Nd 5  
½ TANCHANGYA DIGIT SIX Nd 6  
¾ TANCHANGYA DIGIT SEVEN Nd 7  
¿ TANCHANGYA DIGIT EIGHT Nd 8  
À TANCHANGYA DIGIT NINE Nd 9  

 

8. Character Data 

Character Properties 
In the format of UnicodeData.txt: 

xxx00;TANCHANGYA LETTER AA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx01;TANCHANGYA LETTER E;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx02;TANCHANGYA LETTER I;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx03;TANCHANGYA LETTER U;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx04;TANCHANGYA LETTER KAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx05;TANCHANGYA LETTER KHAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx06;TANCHANGYA LETTER GAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx07;TANCHANGYA LETTER GHAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx08;TANCHANGYA LETTER NGAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx09;TANCHANGYA LETTER CAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx0A;TANCHANGYA LETTER CHAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx0B;TANCHANGYA LETTER JAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx0C;TANCHANGYA LETTER JHAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx0D;TANCHANGYA LETTER ALTERNATE JHAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx0E;TANCHANGYA LETTER NYAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx0F;TANCHANGYA LETTER ALTERNATE NYAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
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xxx10;TANCHANGYA LETTER TTAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx11;TANCHANGYA LETTER TTHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx12;TANCHANGYA LETTER DDAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx13;TANCHANGYA LETTER DDHA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx14;TANCHANGYA LETTER NNAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx15;TANCHANGYA LETTER TAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx16;TANCHANGYA LETTER THAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx17;TANCHANGYA LETTER DAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx18;TANCHANGYA LETTER DHAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx19;TANCHANGYA LETTER NAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx1A;TANCHANGYA LETTER PAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx1B;TANCHANGYA LETTER PHAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx1C;TANCHANGYA LETTER BAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx1D;TANCHANGYA LETTER BHAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx1E;TANCHANGYA LETTER MAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx1F;TANCHANGYA LETTER YAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx20;TANCHANGYA LETTER YYAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx21;TANCHANGYA LETTER RAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx22;TANCHANGYA LETTER LAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx23;TANCHANGYA LETTER LLAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx24;TANCHANGYA LETTER WAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx25;TANCHANGYA LETTER SHAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx26;TANCHANGYA LETTER SSAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx27;TANCHANGYA LETTER SAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx28;TANCHANGYA LETTER HAA;Lo;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx29;TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN AW;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx2A;TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN E;Mc;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx2B;TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN I;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx2C;TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN II;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx2D;TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN U;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx2E;TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN UU;Mn;0;NSM;xxx27 xxx27;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx2F;TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN O;Mc;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx30;TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN OI;Mn;0;NSM;xxx2A xxx23;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx31;TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN AAI;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx32;TANCHANGYA SIGN ANUSVARA;Mn;230;NSM;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx33;TANCHANGYA SIGN VISARGA;Mc;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx34;TANCHANGYA SIGN CANDRABINDU;Mn;230;NSM;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx35;TANCHANGYA SIGN LENGHTY TONE;Mc;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx36;TANCHANGYA SIGN HIGH TONE;Mn;230;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;  
xxx37;TANCHANGYA SIGN LOW TONE;Mn;230;NSM;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx38;TANCHANGYA SIGN VIRAMA;Mn;9;NSM;;;;;N;;;;;  
xxx39;TANCHANGYA CONSONANT SIGN MEDIAL YAA;Mc;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx3A;TANCHANGYA CONSONANT SIGN MEDIAL RAA;Mn;0;L;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx3B;TANCHANGYA CONSONANT SIGN MEDIAL WAA;Mn;0;NSM;;;;;N;;;;; 
xxx40;TANCHANGYA DIGIT ZERO;Nd;0;L;;0;0;0;N;;;;; 
xxx41;TANCHANGYA DIGIT ONE;Nd;0;L;;1;1;1;N;;;;; 
xxx42;TANCHANGYA DIGIT TWO;Nd;0;L;;2;2;2;N;;;;; 
xxx43;TANCHANGYA DIGIT THREE;Nd;0;L;;3;3;3;N;;;;; 
xxx44;TANCHANGYA DIGIT FOUR;Nd;0;L;;4;4;4;N;;;;; 
xxx45;TANCHANGYA DIGIT FIVE;Nd;0;L;;5;5;5;N;;;;; 
xxx46;TANCHANGYA DIGIT SIX;Nd;0;L;;6;6;6;N;;;;; 
xxx47;TANCHANGYA DIGIT SEVEN;Nd;0;L;;7;7;7;N;;;;; 
xxx48;TANCHANGYA CHAAK EIGHT;Nd;0;L;;8;8;8;N;;;;; 
xxx49;TANCHANGYA DIGIT NINE;Nd;0;L;;9;9;9;N;;;;; 

 

8.1 Linebreaking 
In the format of LineBreak.txt: 

xxx00..xxx28 ; AL #  [41] TANCHANGYA LETTER AA.. TANCHANGYA LETTER HAA 
xxx29  ; CM #  [01] TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN AW 
xxx2A  ; CM #  [01] TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN E 
xxx2B..xxx2E ; CM #  [04] TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN I.. TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN UU 
xxx2F  ; CM #  [01] TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN O 
xxx30..xxx31 ; CM #  [02] TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN OI .. TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN AAI 
xxx32  ; CM #  [01] TANCHANGYA SIGN ANUSVARA 
xxx33  ; CM #  [01] TANCHANGYA SIGN VISARGA 
xxx34  ; CM #  [01] TANCHANGYA SIGN CANDRABINDU 
xxx35  ; CM #  [01] TANCHANGYA SIGN LENGTHY TONE 
xxx36..xxx37 ; CM #  [02] TANCHANGYA SIGN HIGH TONE .. TANCHANGYA SIGN LOW TONE 
xxx38  ; CM #  [01] TANCHANGYA SIGN VIRAMA 
xxx39  ; SA #  [01] TANCHANGYA CONSONANT SIGN MEDIAL YAA 
xxx3A..xxx3B ; SA #  [02] TANCHANGYA CONSONANT SIGN MEDIAL RAA.. TANCHANGYA CONSONANT SIGN MEDIAL WAA 
xxx40..xxx49 ; NU #  [10] TANCHANGYA DIGIT ZERO .. TANCHANGYA DIGIT NINE 

 

 

8.2  Syllabic Categories 

In the format of IndicSyllabicCategory.txt: 
# Indic_Syllabic_Category=Bindu 
xxx32  ;  Bindu  #  Mn  [01] TANCHANGYA SIGN ANUSVARA 
xxx34  ;  Bindu  #  Mn  [01] TANCHANGYA SIGN CANDRABINDU 
# Indic_Syllabic_Category=Visarga 
xxx33  ;  Visarga #  Mn  [01] TANCHANGYA SIGN VISARGA 
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# Indic_Syllabic_Category=Pure_Killer 
Xxx38  ;  Pure_Killer #  Mn  [01] TANCHANGYA SIGN VIRAMA 
# Indic_Syllabic_Category=Vowel_Independent 
xxx00..xxx03  ;  Vowel_Independent    #  Lo  [04] TANCHANGYA LETTER AA .. TANCHANGYA LETTER U 
# Indic_Syllabic_Category=Vowel_Dependent 
xxx29  ;  Vowel_Dependent   #  Mn  [01] TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN AW 
xxx2A  ;  Vowel_Dependent   #  Mc  [01] TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN E 
xxx2B..xxx2E  ;  Vowel_Dependent   #  Mn  [04] TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN I .. TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN UU 
xxx2F  ;  Vowel_Dependent   #  Mn  [01] TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN O 
xxx31..xxx32  ;  Vowel_Dependent   #  Mn  [02] TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN OI .. TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN AAI 
# Indic_Syllabic_Category=Consonant 
xxx04..xxx28  ;  Consonant   #  Lo  [37] TANCHANGYA LETTER KAA .. TANCHANGYA LETTER HAA 
# Indic_Syllabic_Category= Consonant_Medial 
xxx39  ;  Consonant_Medial #  Mc  [01] TANCHANGYA CONSONANT SIGN MEDIAL YAA 
xxx3A..xxx3B  ;  Consonant_Medial #  Mc  [02] TANCHANGYA CONSONANT SIGN MEDIAL RAA.. TANCHANGYA CONSONANT SIGN MEDIAL WAA 
# Indic_Syllabic_Category= Tone_Mark 
xxx35  ;  Tone_Mark #  Mc  [01] TANCHANGYA SIGN LENGTHY TONE 
xxx36..xxx37  ;  Tone_Mark #  Mn  [02] TANCHANGYA SIGN HIGH TONE.. TANCHANGYA SIGN LOW TONE 
# Indic_Syllabic_Category=Number 
1E6B0..1E6B9  ;  Number    #  Nd  [10] TANCHANGYA DIGIT ZERO .. TANCHANGYA DIGIT NINE 

 

8.3 Positional Categories 

In the format of IndicPositionalCategory.txt: 
# Indic_Positional_Category=Right 
xxx33        ; Right  #  Mc [01] TANCHANGYA SIGN VISARGA 
xxx35        ; Right  #  Mc [01] TANCHANGYA SIGN LENGTHY TONE 
# Indic_Positional_Category=Left 
xxx2A        ; Left   #  Mc [01] TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN E 
# Indic_Positional_Category=Left_And_Right 
xxx2F        ; Left_And_Right #  Mc [01] TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN O 
# Indic_Positional_Category=Top 
xxx29        ; Top    #  Mn [01] TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN AW 
xxx2B..xxx2C ; Top    #  Mn [02] TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN I .. TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN II 
xxx30..xxx33 ; Top    #  Mn [03] TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN OI .. TANCHANGYA SIGN ANUSVARA 
xxx34        ; Top    #  Mn [01] TANCHANGYA SIGN CANDRABINDU 
xxx38        ; Top    #  Lo [01] TANCHANGYA SIGN VIRAMA 
# Indic_Positional_Category=Bottom 
xxx2D..xxx2E ; Bottom #  Mn [02] TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN U .. TANCHANGYA VOWEL SIGN UU  
xxx3A..xxx3B ; Bottom #  Mn [02] TANCHANGYA CONSONANT SIGN MEDIAL RAA .. TANCHANGYA CONSONANT SIGN MEDIAL WAA 
# Indic_Positional_Category=Top_And_Left 
xxx36        ; Top_And_Left   #  Mc [01] TANCHANGYA SIGN HIGH TONE 
# Indic_Positional_Category=Bottom_And_Right 
xxx39        ; Bottom_And_Right #  Mc [01] TANCHANGYA CONSONANT SIGN MEDIAL YAA 
# Indic_Positional_Category=Bottom_And_Left 
xxx37        ; Bottom_And_Left   #  Mc [01] TANCHANGYA SIGN LOW TONE 

 

 

8.4 Script Extensions 

In the format of ScriptExtensions.txt 

# ======================================================== 

# Script_Extensions=Beng Deva Dogr Gong Gonm Gran Gujr Guru Knda Mahj Mlym Nand Orya Sind Sinh Sylo Takr Taml Telu Tirh Tanc  

0964  ; Beng Deva Dogr Gong Gonm Gran Gujr Guru Knda Mahj Mlym Nand Orya Sind Sinh Sylo Takr Taml Telu Tirh Tanc # Po
 DEVANGARI DANDA 

# Total code points: 1 

# ======================================================== 

# Script_Extensions=Cakm Mymr Tale Tanc 

1040..1049  ; Cakm Mymr Tale Tanc # Nd [10] 

 MYANMAR DIGIT ZERO..MYANMAR DIGIT NINE 

# Total code points: 10 
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U+xxx00                                                         TANCHANGYA                                                        U+xxx4F 

 xxx0 xxx1 xxx2 xxx3 xxx4 

0 A 
xxx00 

Q 
xxx10 

z 
xxx20 

◌O 
xxx30 

· 
xxx40 

1 E 
xxx01 

Q 
xxx11 

r 
xxx21 

◌F 
xxx31 

¸ 
xxx41 

2 S 
xxx02 

z 
xxx12 

l 
xxx22 

◌M 
xxx32 

¹ 
xxx42 

3 v 
xxx03 

Z 
xxx13 

L 
xxx33  

◌: 
xxx33 

º 
xxx43 

4 k 
xxx04 

N 
xxx14 

W 
xxx24 

◌V 
xxx34 

» 
xxx44 

5 K 
xxx05 

t 
xxx15 

Î 
xxx25 

◌w 
xxx35 

¼ 
xxx45 

6 g 
xxx06 

T 
xxx16 

Â 
xxx26 

H◌ 
xxx36 

½ 
xxx46 

7 G 
xxx07 

d 
xxx17 

s 
xxx27 

Y◌ 
xxx37 

¾ 
xxx47 

8 L 
xxx08 

D 
xxx18 

h 
xxx28 

◌x 
xxx38 

¿ 
xxx48 

9 c 
xxx09 

n 
xxx19 

◌ a 
xxx29 

◌X 
xxx39 

À 
xxx49 

A C  
xxx0A 

p 
xxx1A 

e◌ 
xxx2A 

◌R 
xxx3A 

 
B j 

xxx0B 

f 
xxx1B 

◌ i 
xxx2B 

◌o 
xxx3B 

 
C J 

xxx0C 

b 
xxx1C 

◌ I 
xxx2C 

 
 

D 
Z  
xxx0D 

B 
xxx1D 

◌ u 
xxx2D 

  
E P 

xxx0E 

m 
xxx1E 

◌ U 
xxx2E 

  
F 

Y  
xxx0F 

y 
xxx1F 

e◌[ 
xxx2F 
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Independent Vowels 
   
xxx00 A  TANCHANGYA  LETTER AA  

xxx01 E TANCHANGYA  LETTER  E 

xxx02 S TANCHANGYA  LETTER  I  

xxx03 v TANCHANGYA  LETTER  U 

Consonants 

xxx04 k TANCHANGYA  LETTER  KAA  

xxx05 K TANCHANGYA  LETTER  KHAA  

xxx06 g TANCHANGYA  LETTER  GAA 

xxx07 G TANCHANGYA  LETTER  GHAA  

xxx08 L TANCHANGYA  LETTER  NGAA  

xxx09 c TANCHANGYA  LETTER  CAA  

xxx0A C TANCHANGYA  LETTER  CHAA 

xxx0B j TANCHANGYA  LETTER  JAA  

xxx0C J TANCHANGYA  LETTER  JHAA  

xxx0D Z TANCHANGYA  LETTER  ALTERNATE JHAA  

xxx0E P TANCHANGYA  LETTER  NYAA  

xxx0F Y TANCHANGYA  LETTER  ALTERNATE NYAA  

xxx10 q TANCHANGYA  LETTER  TTAA 

xxx11 Q TANCHANGYA  LETTER  TTHAA 

xxx12 z TANCHANGYA  LETTER  DDAA 

xxx13 Z TANCHANGYA  LETTER  DDHAA  

xxx14 N TANCHANGYA  LETTER  NNAA  

xxx15 t TANCHANGYA  LETTER  TAA 

xxx16 T TANCHANGYA  LETTER  THAA 

xxx17 d TANCHANGYA  LETTER  DAA 

xxx18 D TANCHANGYA  LETTER  DHAA 

xxx19 n TANCHANGYA  LETTER  NAA 

xxx1A p TANCHANGYA LETTER  PAA 

xxx1B f TANCHANGYA LETTER  PHAA 

xxx1C b TANCHANGYA LETTER  BAA 

xxx1D B TANCHANGYA LETTER  BHAA 

xxx1E m TANCHANGYA LETTER  MAA 

xxx1F y TANCHANGYA LETTER  YAA 

xxx20 z TANCHANGYA LETTER  YYAA 

xxx21 r TANCHANGYA LETTER  RAA 

xxx22 l TANCHANGYA LETTER  LAA 

xxx23 L TANCHANGYA LETTER  LLAA 

xxx24 W TANCHANGYA  LETTER  VAA 

xxx25 Î TANCHANGYA  LETTER  SHAA 

xxx26 Â TANCHANGYA  LETTER  SSAA 

xxx27 s TANCHANGYA  LETTER  SAA 

xxx28 h TANCHANGYA  LETTER  HAA 
   
Dependent Vowel Signs 

xxx29 ◌Ã TANCHANGYA  VOWEL SIGN AW 

xxx2A e◌ TANCHANGYA  VOWEL SIGN E 

xxx2B ◌ È TANCHANGYA  VOWEL SIGN I 

xxx2C ◌ Ç TANCHANGYA  VOWEL SIGN II 

xxx2D ◌u TANCHANGYA  VOWEL SIGN U 

xxx2E ◌U TANCHANGYA  VOWEL SIGN UU 
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xxx2F e◌[ TANCHANGYA  VOWEL SIGN O 

xxx30 ◌Ì TANCHANGYA  VOWEL SIGN OI 

xxx31 ◌Í TANCHANGYA  VOWEL SIGN AAI 

Various Signs 

xxx32 ◌M TANCHANGYA  SIGN ANUSVARA 

xxx33 ◌: TANCHANGYA  SIGN VISARGA 

xxx34 ◌V TANCHANGYA  SIGN CANDRABINDU 

xxx35 ◌w TANCHANGYA  SIGN LENGTHY TONE  

xxx36 H◌ TANCHANGYA  SIGN HIGH TONE 

xxx37 Y◌ TANCHANGYA  SIGN LOW TONE 

xxx38 ◌x TANCHANGYA  SIGN VIRAMA 

  • Pure killer, visibly rendered 

Medial Signs 

xxx39 ◌X TANCHANGYA  CONSONANT SIGN MEDIAL YAA 

xxx3A ◌R TANCHANGYA  CONSONANT SIGN MEDIAL RAA 

xxx3B ◌o TANCHANGYA  CONSONANT SIGN MEDIAL WAA 

Digits 

xxx40 · TANCHANGYA  DIGIT ZERO 

xxx41 ¸ TANCHANGYA  DIGIT ONE 

xxx42 ¹ TANCHANGYA  DIGIT TWO 

xxx43 º TANCHANGYA  DIGIT THREE 

xxx44 » TANCHANGYA  DIGIT FOUR 

xxx45 5 TANCHANGYA  DIGIT FIVE 

xxx46 ½ TANCHANGYA  DIGIT SIX 

xxx47 ¾ TANCHANGYA  DIGIT SEVEN 

xxx48 8 TANCHANGYA  DIGIT EIGHT 

xxx49 À TANCHANGYA  DIGIT NINE 
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Fig 1: Tanchangya consonants with pronunciation. (Debnath 72:2008) 

 

 

 
Fig 2: Tanchangya vowel. (Debnath 73:2008) 
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Fig 3: Tanchangya digits with Bengali Chakma and Burmese. (Debnath 85:2008) 
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Fig 4: Tanchangya letters with names. (TLC 8:2013) 
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Fig 5: Excerpted from tanxcaLxgX elg sign Tôncôṅgyä Legä Sigänä (তঞ্চঙ্গ্যা র্ণবমালা রশক্ষা) Part-2. (TLC 

9:2013) 
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Fig 6: Full set of Tanchangya letters. (Tanchangya 01:2017) 
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Fig 7: Excerpted from tanxcaLxgX raAamac Tôncôṅgyä Rôômôcä Dictionary. (TOKP 1:2022) 
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Fig 8: It shows the usage of CANDRABINDU and LENTHY TONE MARK. 

 

  

 
Fig 9: it shows the usage of HIGH TONE MARK. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 10: it shows the use of DANDA. 

 

 

Fig 11: it shows the use of HIGH TONE MARK and LOW TONE MARK. 
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Fig 12: It shows the vowels and vowel signs and their positions. (Tanchangya 11:2017) 

 

 
Fig 13: It shows the various types signs in Tanchangya. (TLC 54:2013) 
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Fig 14: It shows the position of ANUSVARA and VISARGA. (TLC 55:2013) 
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Fig 15: It shows the position of SIGN AAI, CANDRABINDU and LENTHY TONE MARK. (TLC 

56:2013) 
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Fig 16: It shows the usage of VIRAMA and MEDIAL YAA. (TLC 57:2013) 
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Fig 17: Position of MEDIAL YAA along with vowel signs. 

 

 
Fig 18: It shows the use and position of MEDIAL RAA with vowel signs. (TLC 58:2013) 
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Fig 19: It shows the use and position of MEDIAL WAA with vowel signs. 

 

 

 

 



27 
 

 
 

Fig 20: Excerpted from tanxcaLxgX elg sign Tôncôṅgyä Legä Sigänä (তঞ্চঙ্গ্যা র্ণবমালা রশক্ষা) Part-2. (TLC 

65:2013) 
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Fig 21: Excerpted from tanxcaLxgX raAamac Tôncôṅgyä Rôômôcä Dictionary. (TOPK 3:2022) 

 

 



29 
 

 

 

 

 

Fig 22: It shows various books of Tanchangya language in Tanchangya script. 
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Fig 23: It shows various magazines of Tanchangya language in Tanchangya script. 
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Fig 24: It shows the usage of LETTER SHA (in yellow) and LETTER SSA (in green). (source: Bhante 

Ariyojyoti Bhikkhu) 
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Fig 25: It shows the usage of LETTER YYAA (in yellow) and LETTER ALTERNATE NYAA (in green). 

(source: Milan Kanti Tanchangya) 
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Fig 26: It shows the use of LETTER ALTERNATE JHAA (in yellow). (source: Mirinal Kanti 

Tanchangya) 
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Fig 27: It shows the use of LETTER YYAA (in yellow), LETTER ALTERNATE NYAA (in green) and 

LETTER ALTERNATE JHAA (in sky blue). (source: Satya Bikas Tanchangya) 
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Fig 28: It shows the use of LETTER LLAA (in green). (source: Bijoy Tanchangya) 

 

 
 

Fig 29: It is the official logo of Tanchangya Language and Literacy Centre.  

 

 

Fig 30: Banner of religious function written in Bengali and Tanchangya. (2021) 




