L2/26-056

On revision of 1IF76D ALCHEMICAL SYMBOL FOR RETORT

Doc. type: individual contribution

Source: Andreas Stotzner

Date: October 30, 2025

Action: for consideration by SEWG and UTC

In the doc. L2/25-238 (dated August 8, 2025) another glyph change of 1F76D has been
proposed by Kirk Miller. This would be the 3rd glyph change after the initial version of the
code chart which persisted up to UCS version 14.0.

I do not support the recently proposed glyph. It is unsuitable because it is not really repre-
sentative of the instances of that character in the historic sources. For the proposed change
no investigation of relevant historic sources was presented; instead just two more recent
print examples are given and the one with a rather poor typographic quality was chosen.
The claim of “a simple modern design of the glyph” does not meet the criterion of a code
chart glyph should be representative and informative in the best possible way.

I acknowledge that alchemical symbols partly show a great shape variety over the centu-
ries, and this — sometimes disturbing - variability makes the choice of a single token as the
representative one not always an easy task.

This shows the history of the 1F67D glyph:
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1F76D 1F76D 1F76D
Unicode 6.0m to Unicode 15.0a Unicode 15.1 to proposed 2025 by
Unicode 14.0 Unicode 17.0 Kirk Miller

The least troublesome of those four is the UCS 15.1 version. However, I propose to
a) either leave the current glyph unchanged
or
b) adopt a minor improvement (shortening of the rightward bow)
to better match the average shape of the historic character:

On the following pages a range of historic samples will illustrate my suggestion.
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From “Letztes Testament und Offenbahrung der himmlischen und irdischen Geheimniif3”
by Basilius Valentinus, 1670. Source: Wikipedia
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Engraving of Andrew Bell (1726-1809); from: Welcome collection
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From a type specimen print by Johannes Pistorius, Basel 1721.
Source: Goethe-University Frankfurt

This variant form with crossbar 6" may be considered for encoding of a variant sequence.
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Philipp Glaser, Frankfurt/Oder 1741
UB Frankfurt


https://sammlungen.ub.uni-frankfurt.de/drucke/content/titleinfo/10875675



