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I.  Introduction

Throughout the evolution of Chinese characters, abbreviated forms have been very common
because it is more simple and easier to write. There are many of them already encoded in

Unicode, such as 45-, which is a simplified form of .
This document proposes adding 5 abbreviated ideographs to UAX #45. Since they are included

in dictionaries or research, it is reasonable to encode them.

II. Proposed ideographs

The proposed ideographs are listed in Table 1 and discussed below.
2.1 Ideograph #1

The first ideograph is a variant of J&l. ) is used to simplify the complex parts of Jl.

2.2 Ideograph #2-4
The >{ component is used to simplify the lower two repeated components in fii-like
character or component. The character # is a case in point. In this document, ¥ (%), &
(#) and $8 (§%) are proposed. In addition, a variant form of the component 7\ was also

common in use, which can be seen in Fig. 18.
2.3 Ideograph #5

The fifth ideograph is a variant of #. There is a similar character &, which also replace

the upper component with I, and it is also a variant of .
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Table 1 List of proposed ideographs

No. | Glyph IDS RS TS FS | Variant Evidence

] Y [ Sy 161 | 3 3 I, Fig. 1-5

2 3 el 38.4 7 4 7k Fig. 6-11
L)

3 ﬁ‘ vt 112.4 9 4 e Fig. 12-15

4 ﬁg 167.10 | 18 1 i Fig. 16-21
A 1 VA

5 5’& il 57.9 12 2 % | Fig.15,22-24

III. Attachments

The following files are attached to this PDF document.

e Abbr.ttf

*  metadata.txt

The font for the proposed ideographs

The metadata text file
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IV. Evidence

Fig. 1 EHIJIAE et al (1993). Frk7 8L, FE34L. p. 220
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Fig.2 EHKM (1912). EFREE. KHEEFIE. p.138

https://dl.ndl.go.jp/pid/915016/1/8
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Fig. 3 J5HEMIRER (1907). B sl « FRBIAF. A3CHE. p. 285
https://dl.ndl.go.jp/pid/863027/1/164
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Fig. 4 HZER4E
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5

https://dl.ndl.go.jp/pid/14123310/1/20
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Fig.6 LH T4, etal (1993). Frok7 L. G4t p. 565
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Fig. 7 MEH#EE 16
https://dl.ndl.go.jp/pid/13233845/1/38
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Fig.8 FAFZE)E (1883). ¥l EE TR A2, ARG KER. fol. 27b
https://dl.ndl.go.ip/pid/ 11
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Fig. 9 (LRIRHT (1904). BHRAYFE 26 5 . EBIE KA. p. 852

https://dl.ndl.go.ip/pid/186

/1/42
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Fig. 10 KRB =FF, et al (1910). EEFH LIS 2 i, Fisk. $E3E5. p. 40
https://dl.ndl.go.jp/pid/811796/1/83
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Fig. 11 A HIEL: A&, p. 142
https:/dl.ndl.go.jp/pid/927541/1/76
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Fig. 12 LH 54, et al (1993). k7 8. FEak4E. p. 1659
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Fig. 13 JAMHBURHE (1888). MIEBESCRL S #MHCH] T. BASCE. fol. 14b

https://dl.ndl.go.ip/pid/864522/1/16
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Fig. 14 A2t (1883). B HEEE TR K 2. i ARFAKER. fol. 17b
https://dl.ndl.g0.ip/pid/863491/1/20
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Fig. 15 /KA B=FK, et al (1910). EEFH HBUZIEE 2 ik, Misk. $EES. p.45
https://dl.ndl.go.jp/pid/811796/1/85
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Fig. 16 LH T4, etal (1993). FrKRFdll. G4, p. 2417
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.fol. 1a

Fig. 17 Sk It &
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Fig. 18 &15: VHER&RARAR 3.fol. 38a
https://dl.ndl.go.jp/pid/833282/1/40
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Fig. 19 H&/NE—: HAYETH]. fol. 11b
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Fig. 20 KfEF]— (1879). ARAFRSIHiFHLE « W AGEME. fol. 52b
https://dl.ndl.go.jp/pid/862679/1/55
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Fig. 21 Roar Bokset (2021). Long Story of Short Forms : Simplified Chinese characters from A

to Z. Kungl. Vitterhets Historie och Antikvitets Akademien. p. 133

https://doi.org/10.62077/4kkc4d

SR~ 4 1 (the inhabitants of the entire Wu County). Wi LiAngzuo found
this |4 shortened further to 4 in documents from the Taiping Rebellion.
Mathews’ 1931 dictionary gives examples like “%4%¢ the whole family. & Jif
(or &7F) the whole county.”

The 1964 General List changed [ hé to . Xinhud zididn nevertheless
kept a [A] hé entry, legalising both [#%¢, {3%¢ and [4]%¢ until the 1998 edition
eliminated the latter alternative.

& &5 hé box

4 depicts a lid closing a box or opening and meant ‘close’ and ‘join’ and,
with time, even ‘box’, as in the 635 Lidngshii (Book of the Liang), where the
emperor gives Flt Shao a % £ (gihé lacquered case).

The enlarged & is a later invention appearing in the 1008 Gudngyiin,
there in the sense of ‘lid’. By the Ming it had come to mean ‘container’, as
the 1615 Zihui registered: “#3 [...] is informally used for a kind of vessel.”

The 1977 Second Scheme proposed replacing #; with 5. This scheme
failed, but use of {5 for ‘box’ continued. In 2006 Hudng Xuéting from Baise
in Guangxi disapprovingly reported goods sold per 4, and in 2011 Wang
Gudlin from Lin’an in Zhejiang complained of restaurants selling /i (meals
in boxes).

15 #5 ~ZE heé crane

The 1955 Draft proposed to simplify # to its left side #£. Although Shuowén
defined % as “high-reaching”, the form was used for #£ already in the phrase
NG -5 (the crane uttered a cry) on the Han Lid Xiong stele. Lit Fit found £
again in the early Qing blockprint Miilidnji. The 1615 Zihui and 1839 Zixué
jiiyt pointed out: “# is informally used for #. This is wrong.” In 1935 Hua
Xingzhi sighted 7E for f& in Shanghai.

% was nevertheless excluded from the decisive 1956 Scheme. In The
2011 the form was quietly revived by a new Xinhud zididn entry: “# hé |~
Z (anc.) (1) Bird flying high. (2) Same as #1.”

&k B8 2% hong boom
1 % Nie
i 4% nié tweezers
i £ 7% sheé absorb, take a photograph
< () meant ‘same as above’ already on Yin bones, corresponding to the «
used in modern texts. Japanese writers continued to use < and applied this

SHORT FORMS FROM A TO Z - 133
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Fig.22 L4, etal (1993). HrKRoFHlL. GiakAt. p. 1291

8026
e
AY /A

22 / 24



Proposal to add 5 abbreviated ideographs to UAX #45

Fig. 23 A2 (1883). WilEHE T AR, IEAFKER. fol. 7a
https://dl.ndl.go.jp/pid/863491/1/9
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