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U+0CD5 KANNADA LENGTH MARK :¢ is a spacing sign that occurs as an element of the
Kannada vowel signs II <0CCO :?¢>, EE <0CC7 :*°¢>, and OO <OCCB :r’®@¢>. This
document discusses additional usages of the character and seeks feedback on its character

properties.

The Kannada chapter of the core specification has the following details.

“Special Characters. U+0CD5 ::¢ KANNADA LENGTH MARK is provided as an encoding for
the right side of the two-part vowel U+0CC7 ¢ KANNADA VOWEL SIGN EE should it be
necessary for processing. Likewise, U+0CD6 3y KANNADA Al LENGTH MARK is provided as
an encoding for the right side of the two-part vowel U+0CC8 :x; KANNADA VOWEL SIGN AL
The Kannada two-part vowels actually consist of a nonspacing element above the consonant
letter and one or more spacing elements to the right of the consonant letter. These two length
marks have no independent existence in the Kannada writing system and do not play any part

as independent codes in the traditional collation order.”

Apart from its primary usage as the right-side element of two-part vowel signs, it also occurs

independently in the following contexts, primarily to denote extra-long vowels.

While the pluta, or prolated vowels, as found in grammatical and Vedic texts, are commonly
denoted using & 3 or ¥ 4, as appropriate, the use of the KANNADA LENGTH MARK is also
attested.
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Fig. 1 Usage of &z¢ <0C86 0CD5> for trimoraic a3.

From tsavasyopanisat, Chief Editor : Prof. M. A. Lakshmithathachar. Published by The
Academy of Sanskrit Research, Melkote, 1983.

In the notation of musical compositions, the character can be found multiple times and also

occurs independently. The attestations are given below.
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Fig. 2,3 and 4 From karnataka samgita prathamika hamta, Directorate of Textbooks, Govt.

of Karnataka, Bengaluru, 2005
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Fig. 5 varnagalu Volume 2, Authored by T. N. Padma, Published by D.V. K Murthy

Prakashana, Mysore, 2011.
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Fig. 6 and 7 From tyagarajara ghanaragaparicaratna kirtanegalu, Compiled and Edited by
Vidvan Madhuru P. Balasubrahmanyam. Published by Brahmashri Mitturu Purohita
Thimmayya Bhatta Samprathisthana, Idkidu, Dakshina Kannada. 2020
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Fig 8. From ragavallirasala, by Dr. Nagavalli Nagaraj and Satavadhani Dr. R Ganesh,
Published by Karnataka sangita nrtya Academy, Bengaluru, 2018.

In the following examples from Tulu where it is for long forms of Tulu specific vowels after

virama. (Though the orthography of Tulu vowels is not standardised).

Fig 9. From Tulu metrical translation of Somesvara sataka by Kabbinale Vasanta Bharadvaj

published in 2004 .
https://archive.org/details/tsa.tulusomeshvarash0000drva/page/n6/mode/lup

Fig 10. Tulu Kanyopadesa written by M.R Subrahmanya Shastri in 1916.

https://archive.org/details/kuh.ag.1537.092176/page/n22/mode/1u


https://archive.org/details/tsa.tulusomeshvarash0000drva/page/n6/mode/1up
https://archive.org/details/kuh.ag.1537.092176/page/n22/mode/1up
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Fig 11. Usage in a book on Bhavagato in Old Tulu , transcribed in Kannada script. The book
is authored by Dr. Padekallu Vishnu Bhatta.
https://archive.or il lubhagavath 27/m 1

=13

Holed®
ogaedl ,-’_'?*"‘-‘) Fe ,eﬂg;?ﬂe?fﬂe?rl%e?ltfﬁw
wywdoery | 975T09rd7 1T 5273 By TIa907

Fig 12. Some Kannada manuscripts rarely used 2.¢ for ¢ 0. Example from Karpataka

Bhasabhuisana by Nagavarma.

Source:

Fig 13. Usage in the book, South Indian scripts in Sanskrit manuscripts and prints by

Reinhold Griinendahl, 2001.


https://archive.org/details/tsa.tulubhagavatho0000drpa/page/27/mode/1up
https://gyanbharatam.gov.in/manuscript/view?id=fa56aba8-9e08-474e-8280-d2d63b802185
https://gyanbharatam.gov.in/manuscript/view?id=fa56aba8-9e08-474e-8280-d2d63b802185
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Since this sign <:¢ can occur after spaces, following Dandas, and at the beginning of a line, it

may be more appropriate to assign it the GC=Lo rather than Mc.

We would like to seek feedback on the proposed property changes and the consequences for

the two-part vowel signs containing it.

Property values Current Proposed
General category Mc Lo
Line Break CM AL

Also, the dotted circle :: should not be displayed in Code chart for U+0CD5





