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This preliminary document provides details on the usage of Nukta in Sinhala script and 
seeks review and feedback from Experts and SEWG on its encoding and representation. 
The Sinhala chapter 13.2 of the core specification  has the following section. 
“Other Letters for Tamil. The Sinhala script may also be used to write Tamil. In this case, some 
additional combinations may be required. Some letters, such as U+0DBB  
ර SINHALA LETTER RAYANNA and U+0DB1න SINHALA LETTER DANTAJA NAYANNA, 
may be modified by adding the equivalent of a nukta. There is, however, no nukta presently 
encoded in the Sinhala block.” 
 
There are many bilingual Tamil- Sinhala ( and vice-versa) primers, phrasebooks and 
dictionaries to learn each other's language published from Sri Lanka. 
Some of those do use Nukta in Sinhala script for Tamil specific consonants.​
It’s also seen in books teaching Hindi ( and Urdu) for the transliteration of Hindi  and 
Perso-arabic consonants. 

1.​ Sinhalen Demala1 published by the Department of Official Languages, Govt of Sri 
Lanka, 2016 (7th Reprint) and first published in 1993. 

It uses nukta for the Tamil consonants ṟa and ḻa. 

1https://noolaham.net/project/49/4865/4865.pdf 
 
https://www.languagesdept.gov.lk/web/images/PDF/2020/Sinhalen_Demala.pdf 
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Fig. 1 Usage of nukta with sinhala RA and LLA for ṟa and ḻa  respectively. 
 

 
Fig. 2 Usage of nukta with sinhala RA for ற ṟa. 
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ಶ್ರೀದತ್ತ ಎ

ಶ್ರೀದತ್ತ ಎ

ಶ್ರೀದತ್ತ ಎ

ಶ್ರೀದತ್ತ ಎ



 
Fig. 3 Usage of nukta with sinhala LLA for ழ ḻa. 
 
2.Teach Yourself Tamil through Sinhala: A Complete Course for Beginners, authored by 
A.W.L. Silva, 2013 
For ற RRA  ṟa 

 
Fig. 4 Usage of nukta with sinhala RA for ற ṟa. p. vii. 
 

 
Fig. 5 Usage of nukta with sinhala RA for ற ṟa. p.2. 
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Fig. 6 Usage of nukta with sinhala RA for ற ṟa p.15 

 
Fig. 7 Usage of nukta with sinhala RA for ற ṟa p.73 
 
3. Teach Yourself Hindi through Sinhala: A Complete Course for Beginners, authored by 
A.W.L. Silva, 2010 
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Fig. 8 Usage of nukta for Perso-Arabic consonants p.73 p. 1 

 
Fig. 9 Usage of nukta for Hindi consonants p. 2  
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Fig. 10 Usage of nukta for Urdu consonants p.286 
 

 
Fig. 11 Usage of nukta for Hindi consonants p. 318 
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Fig. 12 Usage of nuktas in a Hindi Devanagari text p. 321 
 

 
Fig. 13 Usage of nuktas in transliteration of text in Fig. 12 p. 322 
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ಶ್ರೀದತ್ತ ಎ



 
Fig. 14 In p. 1152 
 

 
Fig. 15 In p. 1152 
 
 
Additional references from non-printed sources. 
Some Youtube channels teaching Hindi through Sinhala also use the Nukta in a similar way 
described above. 
1.2 

 
Fig 16. 

2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b0G4k65og7Q 
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Fig 17-19. 

 
Fig. 20 
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