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General Computing

The Unicode Standard
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i teaty g Version 1.0, Volume 1
?’\ﬁ: § ' The Unicode Consortium

_Cye v
,,V‘\q_\) a\v uC :
Lt / (2] ?‘) The Unicode standard is a new international standard used to encode written characters for
o

)\ \2\\\;:& “ storage in computer files or transmission over communication lines. Whereas ASCII, the cur-
k“"f AL rent North American standard, encodes the Latin alphabet, the Unicode standard addresses

all of the characters used for written languages throughout the world. It also encodes mathe-

"(V 2.’“}'{:‘{/ matic and scientific symbols that were never provided for in the ASCII standard.
2 \:3 i ,\; VS Based on a 16-bit coding architecture, the Unicode standard assigns each character or symbol
‘rcg ,\>} \,b 5) a unique value. The simplicity and efficiency of this approach makes it easier to develop
S\'; \Y)‘ VA multilingual software and to exchange information internationally.
P 2% \:\\ The Unicode Standardis the authorized description and guide to this new standard. It docu-
¥ \\‘1,4 <2 ments every aspect of the standard, including basic principles, code charts, and a discussion of
o yasp : g princip
vl r" U(‘7! implementation issues. Volume 1 covers the Latin, Cyrillic, Greek, Hebrew, and Arabic alpha-
A R P bets, and other alphabets used in countries across Europe, Africa, and the Indian subcontinent.
4
§: \‘3\ :r\/(‘ \/ X Volume 2 is devoted to unified character codes for Chinese, Japanese, and Korean ideographs.
¢-
S s\ "b The Unicode Standard is an essential reference for computer programmers and software
i Iﬁ\‘o\;‘ an developers who deal with multilingual text. :
& v
Closmté : i s
DAL vis The Unicode Consortium is a nonprofit organization founded to promote the use of the
a2 < Unicode standard. Originating from an informal collaboration between engineering teams at
S\l . : : : s
¢ h,f&» }ed Apple and Xerox, the consortium now includes other companies concerned with handling
% VO international text files, such as Adobe, Aldus, Borland, GO, IBM, Lotus, Metaphor, Microsoft,
“i’ o ~ NeXT, Novell, Sun, and WordPerfect.
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